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by Gary E. Gilley
Mark Twain said, ‘‘The difference

between the right word
and the almost right word
is the difference between
lightning and the lightning
bug.’’ Used by Twain, the
distinction between being a
mediocre writer and great
one was the choice of
words. If this is important
to a novelist, how much
more important it is to the
Christian trying to commu-
nicate timeless truths given
to us by our Creator God.

Words and their mean-
ings matter. Unfortunately,
in our Christian lingo, we
tend to use sloppily
thrown-out words and
terms that can mislead oth-
ers and, in time, some of
these terms take on lives of
their own. When we do so,
we unknowingly miscom-
municate important truths that our
Lord has revealed to us, and/or
mislead ourselves and others as a
result.

We need to give serious attention to
our terminology in order to avoid
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such things. In this article I want to
identify a few words or
terms bandied about in
Christian circles which
need some consideration.

BIBLE STUDIES

The Christian world is
full of ‘‘Bible studies.’’
Churches and parachurch
organizations offer numer-
ous study groups and indi-
vidual believers often
organize their own small
group Bible studies. But
upon closer examination,
the majority of these stud-
ies are not actually en-
gaged in studying the
Scriptures. As one author,
Jen Wilkins, writes:

‘ ‘ C h u r c h e s  h a v e
gradually shifted away
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