LYING KINGS

Anything can be published in a book today. The wilder
and the more over the top, the better. Publishers in all
fields have reached an all-time low in terms of what they
advertise and print. The business is about making as
much money as quickly as possible.

In this fast-buck environment, spiritual deception is
marketed and sold at a blinding pace. Apologetics
ministries cannot keep up with the heresies, false
doctrines, errors, and deceptions that fly off the printing
presses. Some of the fads are outright heresy while
others are contentless pulp fiction. While some are trite,
junk-food doctrines, others are truly poison.

Gnosticism is being hailed as ““alternative Christianity.”
One trips and stumbles over the stacks of new ““gospels”
and The Da Vinci Code imitations that line the aisles at
Barnes & Noble.

Baker Books, once trustworthy, now sells the latest
version of God. He is learning and growing just like you
and me. Poor God and poor us. Open theism is paraded
as a viable point of discussion when just a few short
years ago the promoters would have been ignored or
disciplined off the scene. There is nothing sacred today;
we can even tamper with God and sell the idea. It is
frightening and blasphemous.

Thomas Nelson Publishers launched Benny Hinn's
biggest seller. No problem that he is a false prophet,

promotes necromancy, teaches false doctrine, and has
lied about his pedigree. “Prophets for profit” is accept-
able today even if the prophecy is false. At least back in
the days of Lauren Stratford, Crying Wind, and Mike
Warnke, the publishers admitted they were frauds. Today
no one admits anything. After all, these are postmodern
times and everyone’s story has validity, even it isn’t true!

Charisma magazine’s editor has no qualms about
promoting Oneness Pentecostals who deny the orthodox
view of the Trinity, scores of Word-Faith gurus, and a
dual-covenant teacher. Charisma editor J. Lee Grady says,
“Trinitarians must embrace our Oneness brothers” and
calls for a “bridge” to be built “across the Pentecostal
divide.” Apparently Grady regards the understanding of
God’s nature, as revealed in Scripture, as a “‘theological
molehill.”” The cover of his magazine has been graced by
those who disgrace the Gospel, including Benny Hinn,
Joyce Meyer, Rodney Howard-Browne, Rod Parsley, T.D.
Jakes, and John Hagee. Grady and company serve up a
deadly salad, a poisonous cocktail, a Berean’s nightmare.
Yet they subtitle their magazine “+ Christian Life.”

Zondervan Publishers, another once-trusted publishing
house, now publishes materials endorsing what is called
the “emerging church.” Most Bible scholars contend the
Church already emerged in the book of Acts and got its
doctrines and polity all together as far back as the time of
the Epistles. The so-called emerging church should have
named itself the Athens church as it seems only to exist

(continues on page 22)
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to spend time, “in nothing else but either to tell or to
hear some new thing”” (Acts 17:21).

The fact is that there are few safe publishers anymore.
And “Christian” bookstores? Forget that myth. And it is
not just minor errors. Heresies and false teachings are
being sold by the barrel. Those who object are castigated
and relegated to the nether world of “phariseeism” or
called small-minded cranks or narrow-minded judges.
Some really understand what is really going on: The most
vulnerable area of a person’s body is his wallet pocket.

Actually, it is Acts 19 all over again: “For a certain man
named Demetrius, a silversmith, who made silver shrines
of Diana, brought no small profit to the craftsmen (v. 24).
Demetrius called together all of his buddies and business
partners and said, ““Guys, we have a problem.” His point
was, “You know that we have our prosperity by this
trade.”” The true Gospel was crippling the false teaching.
The problem was not the false teaching and not the error.
Paul had to go because this was about profit. Acts goes
on to say that all that was produced was incredible
confusion (19:32). And so it is the same today: Fighting
error — especially profitable error — is never easy.

However, there is a cost not measured in dollars: The
countless souls being misled, confused, and taken down
not only perilous trails in life, but for eternity.

Here’s a plan, albeit a radical one: Because it is getting
so serious and the sewage that is spilling through our
land is often so vile and so sickening, we would do
better to stay out of the ““Christian” bookstores and
realize that we are being marketed to death at every turn.
It might be beneficial to limit the number of ““Christian”
programs we listen to (because there is a sales gimmick
on most) and get back to some quantity and quality time
just in our Bibles. It would also help if we attended a
good, local Bible church more consistently. It will only
cost us time and will pay off with great spiritual benefits.
There is an organization called “Back To The Bible.”
That's a great idea on a personal level and perhaps a
great slogan for the coming years.

We might do well to take seriously the words of David
Kupelian:

“It's often said the Christian church in America
needs revival. But this doesn’t necessarily mean
ever-bigger tents with tens of thousands of us
swaying back and forth, singing songs, giving
speeches, and getting pumped up — and then going
home and watching television. America’s real re-
vival and genuine rebirth will be much less dramatic
in the beginning. We might never even realize
exactly how it came about. But it can happen, and
we must pray that it will. How will it come to pass?
It'll happen, dear friends, when we all simply go to
our rooms, close the door, take a deep breath, and

take a good, long, hard, honest look at ourselves.
And then, quietly and humbly and fervently, we ask
the living God for help, for insight, for direction —
for salvation. When that happens, the spell will be
broken, the sun will shine again, and every marketer
of evil will have to go out and get an honest job”
(The Marketing of Evil, pg. 240).

—GRF

NEWS UPDATES

(continued from page 3)

the next three years, Seymour’s meetings grew in
reputation and influence. Eventually strife between
Seymour and other central figures of this new Holiness-
Pentecostal experience, including Parham, eroded Sey-
mour’s role as a leader in the movement. By 1914, the
Azusa Street Mission had effectively become a local black
congregation with an occasional white visitor. Seymour
died in 1922, at age 52, from a heart attack.

Charisma magazine devoted much of its April 2006
issue to highlighting the 1906 revival, calling it the event
that “rocked our world.” It is claimed that worldwide
there are more than 600 million Pentecostal and Charis-
matic Christians whose roots can be traced to the Azusa
Street Revival.

—MKG

CHURCHES CELEBRATE
"EVOLUTION SUNDAY"

Claiming that evolution and the Christian faith are
compatible, over 400 churches across the United States
commemorated the 197th birthday of Charles Darwin in
February. The churches dedicated programs and sermons
in an effort to stress that there is no conflict between
biological evolution and the Scriptures.

The event was spearheaded by Michael Zimmerman,
dean of the College of Letters and Sciences at the
University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh. Zimmerman’s cam-
paign was directed against those he labels as “‘shrill
fundamentalist voices” and ‘“fundamentalist leaders”
who contend that biblical faith and evolution are
incompatible. “It's to demonstrate, by Christian leaders
and members of the clergy, that you don’t have to make
that choice. You can have both,” he told the Chicago
Tribune.

Churches from a wide spectrum of various denomina-
tions, including Baptist, Congregationalist, Episcopalian,
Lutheran, Methodist, Presbyterian, Unitarian, and United
Church of Christ, took part in the observance known as
“Evolution Sunday.”

—MKG
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