
April-June 2009 The Quarterly Journal · 23

Personal Freedom Outreach — Statement of Belief
I. The Bible as the divinely inspired, inerrant Word of God: It is in its entirety the sole authority for all matters
of Christian belief and practice.
II. The one true God. In the one true God there exist three persons, being: The Father, The Son Jesus Christ, and
The Holy Spirit.
III. Jesus Christ: His deity, humanity, virgin birth, sinlessness, death and bodily resurrection; who will personally
and visibly return again to earth.
IV. The personality and deity of the Holy Spirit.
V. The existence and personality of Satan, his total opposition to God, and his power over the unregenerate.
VI. The complete and total depravity of all men which makes them hopelessly lost without the new birth obtainable
through faith in Jesus Christ.
VII. The final estate of man: for the saved, everlasting life in the presence of God and for the unsaved, everlasting
punishment because of their unbelief.
VIII. The Gospel by which we are saved being summed in the death, burial and resurrection of our Lord Jesus
Christ.
IX. The Church being the Body of Christ, united in the Holy Spirit, consisting of those who have received Jesus
Christ as Savior. A local church is an organized assembly of believers united for the purpose of carrying out the
Great Commission of Christ.
X. The Great Commission of Christ being to preach the Gospel to all men, baptizing and discipling those who have
believed.

POLL SHOWS EVOLUTION
ECLIPSES CREATIONISM

A recent Harris Poll shows that Eastern philosophy,
naturalism, and paranormal belief continue to maintain a
significant acceptance among Westerners. According to
the poll, ‘‘substantial minorities believe in ghosts, UFOs,
witches, astrology, and the belief that they themselves
were once other people.’’

While 80 percent of adult Americans say they believe
in God — a figure which has remained unchanged since
the question was last asked by the polling organization
in 2005 — more people responded that they believe in

Darwin’s theory of evolution rather than in creationism.
The poll indicated that 47 percent of those interviewed
accepted evolution, whereas only 40 percent held to
creationism. More detailed statistics revealed that,
‘‘Catholics are more likely than Protestants to believe in
Darwin’s theory of evolution (by 52% to 32%)’’ and
‘‘Protestants are slightly more likely than Catholics to
believe in creationism (by 54% to 46%).’’

A significant number expressed belief in miracles (75%),
heaven (73%), and angels (71%). The poll also disclosed
‘‘Sizeable minorities believe in ghosts (44%), UFOs (36%),
witches (31%), astrology (31%), and reincarnation (24%).’’

When asked about religious writings, only slightly
more than a third of those interviewed believe that the
Old Testament (37%) and the New Testament (36%) is
entirely the Word of God. Interestingly, only 14 percent
indicated that the Torah is completely the Word of God.
In accenting the inconsistency, the report mentioned that
the Torah ‘‘is the same as the first five books of the Old
Testament’’ and concluded that, ‘‘Presumably many
people do not know this.’’ The Koran and The Book of
Mormon received far less favorable figures in regard to
inerrancy, with only 5 percent of American adults
regarding either as wholly being the Word of God.

The poll was conducted online during the week of
Nov. 10, and included 2,126 U.S. adults aged 18 and
over. Results were tabulated and the poll released Dec.
10.

—MKG

forward and eventually gained the support of ‘‘leading
evangelicals,’’ including Bill Bright and James I. Packer.

Yet the movement was not without its critics who said
that the ECT document was ‘‘a colossal compromise with
Rome.’’ Dallas Theological Seminary would not endorse
the document and evangelicals such as John MacArthur,
R.C. Sproul, John Ankerberg, and others were actively
outspoken about its call for ecumenism. At issue was
ECT’s statement, ‘‘That we are justified by grace, through
faith because of Christ,’’ which was said to contradict the
teaching of Scripture that man is justified through faith
alone— apart from any human contribution.

—MKG
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