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yielded neither the barrels nor the remains. Waters has
not been formally charged with murder in connection
with the disappearances.

Waters, a murder convict, is on probation for embez-
zling over $50,000 from O’Hair’s atheist organizations for
which he worked in 1993 and 1994. The IRS also named
Danny Fry in the conspiracy. Fry’s dismembered body
was found in Texas two days after the O’Hair family’s
disappearance.

A third man, Gary Karr, a former cellmate of Waters,
who is currently in a Detroit prison, is said to have
confessed to his participation in the murders of O’Hair
and her family. However, a news article in the Dallas
Observer disputes that claim. ‘‘Karr’s lawyer attacked this
and other FBI statements about Karr implicating himself
in four Texas homicides as exaggerations of the record,’’
the Dallas newspaper reported. A fourth person also was
named, but his suspected involvement in the murders
was not detailed.

Waters, in an affidavit, also challenges the conclusions
of the government authorities. ‘‘One fact that seems to
have gotten lost in all this is that the O’Hairs have been
sighted dozens of times since 1995. Considering the
number of sightings involved and the odds against them
all being cases of mistaken identity, I think it is more
likely that the O’Hairs are alive and well and enjoying
this immensely,’’ Waters wrote in his declaration.

—MKG

Television as part of a plan to control more full-power
stations than he was allowed under federal law.’’

Crouch is the president of TBN, which he founded in
Southern California in 1973. It has grown to become the
largest religious broadcaster with a worldwide network
of more than 800 broadcast and cable outlets.

The FCC ruling will not affect any of the other stations
under the ownership of TBN. An attorney for the
religious broadcaster said that TBN ‘‘would continue to
litigate and to vindicate itself, and eventually win the
renewal of its Miami station.’’

—MKG

NO NEAR MISS FOR
NOSTRADAMUS

The 16th century prophet, Michel de Nostredame,
more commonly known as Nostradamus, has now
unquestionably confirmed what critics have known for a
long time: His claimed calling as a visionary of future
events was not ordained of God. Yet there are some
Christian doomsday-watchers, like Jack Van Impe, who
give credence to this false prophet.

Most of the purported success of Nostradamus’ predic-
tions lies in the mind of the interpreter, as his revelations
were written in ambiguous four-line verse forms known
as quatrains. With his broad and sweeping statements,
devoid of specifics, it is easy for the Nostradamus
enthusiast to assign any number of successful meanings
to his prophecies. This can be clearly seen in the way one
of his predictions is now asserted to have foretold the
assassinations of the Kennedy brothers. Prior to the
murders of John and Robert Kennedy in the 1960s, this
same exact prophecy was said to be a fulfillment of
World War II events, including the ‘‘taking over of
Czechoslovakia by [Adolph] Hitler.’’

Other of his predictions, said to be telling of coming
events, are circumvented by being pushed further into
the future when they do not come to pass as expected.
Nearly all of Nostradamus’ prophecies contain no
specific month and date — and those with a timeframe
are done so with astrological configurations. When the
oracle does not come to fruition, it can be pushed to the
next such astrological configuration, which may be
centuries into the future.

However, July 1999 was for Nostradamus (and his
modern-day devotees) a month and year with no equal.
In a prediction known as Quatrain X:72, the prophet
makes his only prediction that includes an exact date.
The passage reads: ‘‘In the year 1999, and seven months,
From the skies shall come an alarmingly powerful king,
To raise again the great King of the Jacquerie, Before and
after, Mars shall reign at will.’’

TBN DENIED MIAMI TV
STATION LICENSE

A ruling last spring by the Federal Communications
Commission (FCC) was a moral setback for Paul Crouch
and his Trinity Broadcasting Network (TBN). According
to an Evangelical News report, ‘‘the FCC found that TBN
attempted to circumvent federal limits on TV station
ownership by creating a sham minority-controlled com-
pany to hold the license.’’

The debate concerning WHFT, Channel 45, in Miami,
Fla., had been raging for a number of years. In August
1994, a legal document before the FCC charged that,
‘‘Trinity Broadcasting Network abused the Commission’s
processes by using NMTV [National Minority Television,
Inc.] as a vehicle to claim unwarranted minority and
diversification preferences. The record clearly established
that Trinity Broadcasting Network created NMTV for the
purposes of seeking an anticipated low power minority
preference as part of a plan for a network of stations
designed to further Trinity Broadcasting Network’s
religious mission.’’

In the judgment, handed down April 15, the FCC
determined that ‘‘TBN founder Paul Crouch was princi-
pally to blame for the creation of National Minority
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