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WHAT IS BEHIND THE
‘‘ENERGIZER BUNNY’’

SYNDROME?
Deceivers and deception are not new. It began with

Satan in the Garden in the third chapter of Genesis. And
we are given ample warning about deception in the New
Testament. Leonardo da Vinci said, ‘‘Many are those
who trade in tricks and simulated miracles, duping the
foolish multitude; and if nobody unmasked their subter-
fuges, they would impose them on everyone.’’

One thing that baffles observers of cults and false
teachers is their followers’ resistance to abandoning these
teachers and beliefs despite overwhelming evidence of
their error. These devoted followers continue like the
Energizer Bunny: they just keep going and going and
going. It may seem mysterious, but there’s really no
mystery.

The following seven things give us a framework for
understanding the ‘‘Energizer Bunny’’ syndrome within
cultism and among those with aberrational beliefs.

1. Investment. Investment in a false teacher will skew
objectivity and impair discernment. Deception by invest-
ment — be it financial, emotional, or otherwise — is
powerful. It is difficult to admit that one has committed
to something false. Perhaps the devotee has alienated

family or friends. Perhaps he has given away too much
financially. There is the tendency to protect oneself and
not admit lapses in judgment or stupid moves. Often,
when someone calls PFO’s office to complain that we
have been too harsh on some author or teacher, we
already know there has been significant investment by
the caller in that teacher or teaching.

2. Pride. This point dovetails with the first. When the
follower has done things that are difficult to undo he is
less likely to accept anything contrary to what he has
committed to. Maybe he has paid a large amount to rent
a bus and transport friends to a healing meeting.
Admitting the error means trying to cancel a contract
with the bus company, get a refund, and call off the big
day. The more significant the involvement and the
deeper the pride and the more difficult the undoing of
actions, the less likely people are to break away. Every
serious and binding action creates new ropes that secure
the person to the error. Perhaps he passed out a slew of
books and his only admission to all the heresy in the
book is a lame, ‘‘Well, I don’t agree with everything in the
book!’’

3. An acquired support system. It is difficult to stand
alone in anything. Once a person acquires a support
system, it reinforces their commitment. When everyone is
saying the same thing and cheering one another on, a
new dynamic takes over and one can easily fall into
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wanting to please the group and keep the cohesion
going. A mob mentality can sweep people along and
make them even more impervious to intrusion and truth.

4. Redefining of the evidence. This is taking facts and
evidence to the contrary and turning it around into new
confirmation. The false teacher is under investigation for
money laundering and wire fraud. Ignore the facts — this
is new proof of spiritual warfare and/or government and
satanic persecution. The false teacher sets a date that
passes with no fulfillment. Ignore the facts — this only
means that our commitment is being tried and our
faithfulness is being tested. The healing is not taking
place. Ignore the facts — this means we are to pray harder
and have more faith. Turn the evidence around. Even all
the negative consequences of these denials are reinter-

preted in twisted ways. Refutation is turned into
confirmation with a sleight of hand and mind and, of
course, a twisted Scripture.

5. The payoff. The follower believes that he is gaining
something special. Perhaps his association with the
teacher gives him a vicarious standing before God. Or
perhaps he gains influence, power, or control over
others. Wanting that above all, he is impervious to truth,
even the truth of God’s Word. He wants the payoff above
everything else, even if it is at great cost to himself.

6. The pain aspects. Giving up false beliefs can be very
painful and almost intolerable. Some choose to stay in
the error because the struggle to keep those errors is a bit
easier and a bit more tolerable than the upset of walking
away and making changes.

7. The fear of a vacuum. This point, connected to the
point above, simply means that having to build a new

pany, 1958, pg. 778.
54. Christ the Lord: Out of Egypt, op. cit.,
pp. 83-89.
55. Ibid., inside front dust cover, capitali-
zation in original.
56. C. H. Pinnock in Merrill C. Tenney,
General Editor, Zondervan Pictorial Encyclo-
pedia of the Bible. Grand Rapids, Mich.:
Zondervan Publishing House, 1975, Vol. 3,
pg. 644.
57. Christ the Lord: Out of Egypt, op. cit.,
pg. 116.
58. David Bercot, A Dictionary of Early
Christian Beliefs. Peabody, Mass.: Hen-
drickson Publishers, 1998, pg. 543.
59. The Many Gospels of Jesus, op. cit., pg.
336.
60. Christ the Lord: Out of Egypt, op. cit.,
pg. 170.
61. Ibid., pg. 171, italics in original.
62. See further, The Encyclopedia of Jewish
Religion. New York: Holt, Rinehart and
Winston, 1965, pg. 192, ‘‘Honi Ha-me’ag-
gel.’’
63. 5-Minute Apologetics for Today, op. cit.,
Day 10, italic in original.
64. Catechism of the Catholic Church, op. cit.,
pg. 6.
65. Anne Rice Facebook page, accessed
7/30/10, 9:45 a.m. Document accessed at:
www.facebook.com/annericefanpage/
posts/129786343731298.
66. Anne Rice Facebook page, accessed
7/30/10, 10:00 a.m. Document accessed at:
www.facebook.com/annericefanpage.
67. Janet Maslin, ‘‘Telling His Own Tale of
Passion and Piety,’’ The New York Times
book review, March 13, 2008. Document
available at: www.nytimes.com/2008/03/
13/books/13masl.html.
68. Ibid.



NEWS UPDATES
(continued from page 3)

Personal Freedom Outreach — Statement of Belief
I. The Bible as the divinely inspired, inerrant Word of God: It is in its entirety the sole authority for all matters
of Christian belief and practice.
II. The one true God. In the one true God there exist three persons, being: The Father, The Son Jesus Christ, and
The Holy Spirit.
III. Jesus Christ: His deity, humanity, virgin birth, sinlessness, death and bodily resurrection; who will personally
and visibly return again to earth.
IV. The personality and deity of the Holy Spirit.
V. The existence and personality of Satan, his total opposition to God, and his power over the unregenerate.
VI. The complete and total depravity of all men which makes them hopelessly lost without the new birth obtainable
through faith in Jesus Christ.
VII. The final estate of man: for the saved, everlasting life in the presence of God and for the unsaved, everlasting
punishment because of their unbelief.
VIII. The Gospel by which we are saved being summed in the death, burial and resurrection of our Lord Jesus
Christ.
IX. The Church being the Body of Christ, united in the Holy Spirit, consisting of those who have received Jesus
Christ as Savior. A local church is an organized assembly of believers united for the purpose of carrying out the
Great Commission of Christ.
X. The Great Commission of Christ being to preach the Gospel to all men, baptizing and discipling those who have
believed.
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life is hard. It is often easier to tolerate what is familiar
than to try to build a new life with new constructs. The
fear will be directly related to the number of hours, days,
weeks, months, and even years of commitment to things
that were false. Endless hours must now be channeled
into a new way of living and thinking.

New social structures must be built and new friends
acquired. It’s hard work! Many things will have to be
‘‘put off’’ so new biblical thoughts and ways can be ‘‘put
on.’’ Some are not willing to face that. It has been
observed that ‘‘some would rather stay in hell because
they know the names of the streets.’’

Error and deception bring heavy consequences and a
high price. Deception sets up traceable mechanisms that
can be examined. The way out is going to have to be
biblical and based on solid truth. The truth can set us
free. Nothing short of renouncing the error, repenting of
certain behaviors (especially leading others astray), and
heartfelt commitment to new obedience to Scripture will
do.

The new support system must consist of a healthy
biblical church and mature believers. This also must
involve the warnings to others about the false system no
matter how embarrassing or difficult. Energizer bunnies
need to be dismantled and given new life in Christ. God
is the only one who can give us a ‘‘new heart’’ and give
us by His grace a life motivated by truth and truth alone.

—GRF

empire in chaos over family split.’’ The church described
the discord as a ‘‘lack of shared vision’’ for the ministry.
The younger Schuller held the host position for less than
three years.

The church also has experienced serious financial
difficulties. Revenue fell 27 percent between 2008 and
2009. Failure to meet its obligations to more than 100
vendors who were owed millions of dollars for work and
supplies for the church’s pageants also forced the church
to cancel its Easter pageant this year. Schuller’s church
also has sold buildings and 170 acres of land it owned in
Orange County, laid off employees, and cut back on the
number of television stations airing its Hour of Power
broadcast.

In June 2009, Schuller turned the leadership of the
church over to his eldest daughter, Sheila Schuller
Coleman. She will now become the sole lead pastor of
the Crystal Cathedral, a role she shared with her father
for thirteen months.

Although Schuller officially resigned, he will not be
leaving the church entirely. The Orange County Register
reported that he will assume the newly created position
of chairman of the church’s consistory, which is said to
be the church’s board of directors.

—MKG
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