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Potter Mania: What's It All About?

A Look at the Orphaned Boy with Wizard Powers

It would be unusual these days for
one not to have heard of Harry Potter.
The release of the latest Harry Potter
book has been heralded on television
news programs and in national maga-
zines, such as Newsweek. Children
stood in lines for hours on end on the
day of the book’s release.

Lyn Blake, general manager of
Amazon.com, the Internet bookseller,
said: “I haven’t seen a book like this
ever. This is over seven times the
largest pre-order we ever had.”l Ama-
zon.com reported it had pre-sold
more than 313,000 copies of the fourth
installment of the Harry Potter book
series, which was released in early

July.

Other booksellers likewise battled to
cash in on Potter mania. Displays of
Potter books are in bookstores every-
where. Praise from readers has ap-
peared in news reports. And there are
still more books to come. Harry Potter
“presence” is almost ubiquitous as
children with purple thunderbolts on
their foreheads are seen everywhere.

Warner Bros., the motion picture
company, already has cast and se-
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lected an 11-year-old boy from Britain
for the lead role in the movie version
of the first Harry Potter book, Harry

Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone (film
title: “Harry Potter: Magic Will Hap-
pen”’). While the film is not scheduled
for release until November 2001, Hol-
lywood is already claiming a stake of
Potter mania. So, if not already, the
name Harry Potter is well on its way
to becoming a household word.

However, despite all the hoopla,
some still may not be familiar with
Harry. For those who have missed the
hype, Harry is the central character in
the extremely popular and best-selling
series of books — more than 40
million copies in print — written by
British teacher turned novelist Joanne
Kathleen Rowling.

Rowling, who is known to her
readers as ]J.K. Rowling, started work-
ing on the series when she was a
single mother, jobless and on welfare.

(continues on page 16)
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THE DISTURBING LEGACY
OF CHARISMA MAGAZINE

The August 2000 issue of Charisma celebrated the
magazine’s 25th anniversary. The issue revisited 25
people featured on its covers during its 2-1/2 decades of
publication.

Apologist and researcher Jackie Alnor writes: “Cha-
risma magazine’s 25th Anniversary edition looks at the
legacy of those who have graced its covers. The list is a
Who’s Who of people who have brought shame to the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. This self-tribute is the biggest
compilation of evidence against the charismatic renewal
ever put to paper. Stephen Strang (founding editor) and
Lee Grady (editor-in-chief) have unknowingly demon-
strated what a miserable lack of accountability exists in
their ranks.”

The discerning reader of Charisma may question
whether Strang and Co. are genuinely ignorant in their
lack of accountability or if they just don’t care. Strang is
on record as criticizing Inside Edition’s exposé of Benny
Hinn saying, “I was appalled at their lack of journalistic
integrity in ‘faking’ a healing” (“Practicing What We
Preach,” June 1993, pg. 10).

Yet, Hinn routinely “fakes” healings at crusade after

crusade. He has said he emptied a hospital in Canada
and has raised people from the dead. These claims have

curious. While Inside Edition did fake a healing, it was for
the express purpose of showing Hinn is the fake. Hinn
should be so forthright about his claims, which are
nothing more than a device to finance his ministry and
extravagant lifestyle.

In 1993, PFO twice contacted Strang about statements
in Charisma that had misrepresented PFO’s research and
writing on Hinn. Strang had allowed his magazine to
foster the myth of Hinn's father being the mayor of Jaffa,
Israel. PFO asked Strang to “Please show us with whom,
for whom, and over whom Costandi Hinn functioned as
mayor.” Four months and two letters later, PFO received
a reply in which Strang concluded, “I am not interested
in engaging in a debate over Benny or the validity or the
lack thereof of your claims.”

Additionally, Strang described in a 1995 editorial the
standards that made up the magazine’s advertising
policies. Among the policies were ones that said adver-
tisements “‘should be in good taste,” ‘“should not
promise what they cannot prove that they can deliver,”
or “promise that people will receive special anointings”
(“Thoughts About Advertising,” July 1995, pg. 108).

Yet, advertisements in Charisma repeatedly have vio-
lated Strang’s own standards. For example, on the back
of the anniversary edition, Rod Parsley advertises
“anointing’”” and “impartation” at his “‘Raise the Stan-
dard 2000” conference. ““Receive impartation and instruc-
tion to propel you into a new millennium of ministry,”

been debunked. Strang’s lack of outrage at Hinn is the Parsley advertisement promises.

(continues on page 20)
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News Updates

WATCHTOWER DENIES
CHANGE IN BLOOD
TRANSFUSION DOCTRINE

A news report first appearing in the Times of London
stating that Jehovah’s Witnesses have changed their
position on blood transfusions ““is incorrect” according to
Watchtower headquarters in Brooklyn. The June 14 Times
article was carried by the BBC News with the headline
“Jehovah’s Witnesses drop transfusion ban” and stated:
“Leaders of the Jehovah’'s Witnesses movement have
revoked a strict ruling that their members automatically
face excommunication if they accept blood transfusions.”
The Times made its report based on comments told to
them by a London Bethel Watchtower representative.

According to the report, the “controversial decision” to
change its doctrine came “‘at a secret meeting in New
York, following years of recrimination from ex-members
and non-Jehovah’s Witnesses over the ban.” The Watch-
tower organization immediately issued a letter to its
“‘Hospital Liaison Committee” members, reiterating sev-
eral points of the sect’s blood transfusion beliefs and
repeatedly charging that its ““position has not changed.”

Critics of the Watchtower blood doctrine, including
some Watchtower members in good standing, argue that
the leadership’s rebuttal statements are ““disingenuous.”
Addressing the HLC correspondence, a statement from
the web site of ‘““Associated Jehovah’'s Witnesses for
Reform on Blood” contends ‘“‘the letter thrice reminds
HLC members that the WTS position has not changed
when it clearly has as anyone vaguely acquainted with
Jehovah’s Witnesses realizes.”

The primary change, it appears, comes not to the
doctrine itself but in the Watchtower’s treatment of its
members who permit or accept a blood transfusion. The
AJWRB group noted ‘“that JWs who accept blood
transfusions would no longer be subject to investigation
by congregation judicial committees.” Heretofore, a
member who received blood would be subject to a
hearing by a judicial committee (made up of Jehovah’s
Witness elders) and promptly disfellowshipped from the
sect. The BBC News report states that the new procedure
establishes that, “If a member has a transfusion, they will,
by their actions disassociate themselves from the reli-
gion” rather than undergo a disfellowshipping hearing.

The AJWRB believes “that this procedural change
coupled with the WTS new blood policy as announced in
the June 15, 2000 Watchtower is a strong indication that
the WTS has in fact decided that the policy is in error

and is taking steps to reform the policy, minimize the
death toll and limit liability.”

These internal critics also conclude that, “It is also
possible that the WTS is attempting to deflect some of the
criticism it has been receiving in medical journals in
recent months over the contradictions and inconsistencies
in the policy and improve its position with some
European governments who feel that the WTS is a
dangerous sect.”

—MKG

LAST SECRET OF
FATIMA REVEALED

The Vatican has finally disclosed the details of the third
and final mystery of Fatima. In 1917, three young
children in Portugal announced they were receiving
visions of the Virgin Mary. It was claimed that as the
mother of Jesus appeared to these children, she gave
them three secrets of future events. During the more than
80 years that have elapsed since the alleged appearances,
details of the first two secrets have been revealed. These
were said to have foretold information surrounding the
two World Wars and the fall of Soviet communism.

Many expected the third and final revelation to be
momentous, perhaps even unveiling end-time events or
the specifics of Jesus Christ’s return. The Associated
Press reported that “Fatima fanatics have held hunger
strikes — one even hijacked a plane — to try to coerce
the Vatican to disclose the secret.”” In the conclusion,
however, the last prophecy said nothing as to the end of
the world or the Second Coming. The secret only
professed to disclose an event which already happened
nearly two decades ago.

According to Cardinal Angelo Sodano, the text of the
Fatima secret ‘“contains a prophetic vision similar to
those found in sacred Scripture, which do not describe
with photographic clarity the details of future events, but
rather synthesize and condense against a unified back-
ground of events spread out over time in succession and
a duration which are not specified. As a result, the text
must be interpreted in a symbolic key.”

After establishing such clouded perimeters for under-
standing the prophecy, it was declared that the secret
foretold the May 1981 assassination attempt against Pope
John Paul II by a Turkish gunman at the Vatican. Sodano
said the interpretation had been ““confirmed” by Sister

(continues on page 20)
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CHASING THE DELUSION OF POWER AND DOMINION

“[Rick] Joyner is one of a new
breed of ‘super-prophet’ in our
day, a breed which desires noth-
ing less than to redefine biblical
Christianity in these last days of
the church.””1

Any well-taught, well-grounded
Christian finds it ludicrous to think
that believers ever will get to the
place where they no longer need the
words of Jesus Christ and the teach-
ings of Scripture.

Yet, there is a growing group of
teachers who are self-proclaimed
prophets and self-anointed apostles
insinuating in many ways that Scrip-
ture is outdated and no longer ap-
plies. Though these teachings are not
along the lines of “Get rid of the
Bible,” the prophecies and revelations
are touted as fresh, exciting and what
is really needed today. These teachers
also promote a false gospel of self-
aggrandizement and empire-building.
Someday, they promise, the wicked
will forfeit all their wealth to Chris-
tians.

An example of this disregard for
Scripture is popular author Tommy
Tenney. Tenney is from a Oneness?
background and brazenly states in his
best-selling book, The God Chasers,
that: “A true God chaser is not happy
with just past truth. He must have
present truth. God chasers don’t want
to just study from the moldy pages of
what God has done; they're anxious
to see what God is doing.”3 Tenney
has emerged as one of the notable
celebrities within the Charismatic

by G. Richard Fisher

world and has been promoted by
Charisma magazine and at the Pensa-
cola Revival.

So God’s Word is denigrated and
characterized by Tenney as “moldy
pages of what God has done.” This is
but one example of how God’s Word
is trashed by these new apostles. They
would have us believe that Scripture
is passé and no longer relevant for
our day. At times they speak out of
both sides of their mouths and may
play up the Bible so as to not alarm
their more conservative followers.
However, the way they exalt their
prophecies and revelations makes the
Bible seem uninteresting in compari-
SOn.

Any serious reading of 1 Timothy 4
and 2 Timothy 3 would show us that
this is what we can expect as the
present age wears on. The one revival
we can expect is not one of “super
prophets and apostles” but of heresy,
deception and confusion.

Such thoughts of demoting the Bible
and elevating man’s imagined proph-
ecies of dominion have their origin in
the heresies of the Latter Rain Move-
ment originating in the 1940s* The
bizarre ideas of Latter Rain were
rejected by most thinking Pentecos-
tals, including the Assemblies of God,
but today many who once denounced
such teachings now embrace them.

AN INCREASE IN PROPHETS

Rick Joyner, founder and Executive
Director of MorningStar Publications

and Ministries in North Carolina, is
another proponent of these ideas of a
new breed of super prophets and
end-time restorationists. Joyner says
his conversion to Christianity came in
1971 and from that time has “an
ability to foresee certain future events
accurately” and “‘occasionally look at
people and know details about them
such as problems they were having or
spiritual callings on their life.”> He
associates with other self-proclaimed
prophets such as Paul Cain and Mike
Bickle.

Despite his “prophetic” calling and
service in full-time ministry, Joyner
acknowledged that he ““was shallow
in [his] personal relationship to the
Lord” and his “lack of intimacy with
the Lord had caused [him] to lean
more on formulas and procedures
than the anointing that is essential to
giving life to truth.”® This crisis of
conscience caused him to leave the
ministry in 1980 as he “drifted from
the Lord” until 1987, when he ““was
again called back into ministry by the
Lord with the word that [his] com-
mission would be given to another if
[he] did not return at that time.”””

MORE PROPHETABLE
THAN SCRIPTURE

Joyner leaves no doubt as to where
he thinks the ““Voice of the Lord” is
found and it is not in Scripture:

“It is typical of our Western
mind-set to want a clear formula
for how to get to know the voice
of the Lord. There must at least
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be an obvious ‘how to” in the
Scriptures, we think. Many have
attempted to wrestle one out of
the Word, but it is not there. The
only way we can come to know
the voice of the Lord is the same
way that the sheep came to know
their shepherd’s voice — through
time spent in His presence.”8

Joyner further disparages the Bible
by teaching that while Scripture is
used for constituting doctrine, it is
unable to provide wisdom and coun-
sel in our daily lives. He states:

“The Scriptures alone are used
for establishing doctrine, while
‘the voice of the Lord’ is used to
give us day-to-day guidance as
well as revealing the strategic
will of the Lord. The Bible does
not address some of the most
important decisions we must all
make — whom we should
marry, our choice of professions,
where we should live.”?

Joyner is far afield here. Every
Epistle gives us direct commands or
principles for every single aspect of
living. The Apostle Paul was forth-
right that Scripture was not just for
doctrine but for “reproof, correction,
for instruction in righteousness, that
the man of God may be complete,
thoroughly equipped for every good
work” (2 Timothy 3:16-17). The
Psalmist also records for us a truth
which every elementary Sunday
school student has memorized: “Thy
Word is a lamp unto my feet and a
light unto my path” (Psalm 119:105).10

Joyner puts Christians on a slippery
slope by disparaging the Reformation
and encouraging believers to follow
““dreams and visions.””11 His advice is
reckless when he suggests:

”..many Protestant and Re-
formed theologies not only
hinder, but actually prohibit,
Christians from knowing God’s
voice. These theologies can be
traced to the extreme interpreta-
tion of the prime Reformation
motto sola scriptura, which means
‘Scripture alone.”’12

Joyner sows even more confusion
by admitting, “We all would like to
have a basic formula for interpreting

dreams, but there simply is none.”13
There is none? This is as bad as the old
quip that says: “There are only two
ways to please a woman — and
nobody knows what they are!” God
help us when we lock people into
impossible dilemmas and offer them
“guidance’” with no map or chart. In
the end Joyner offers a quagmire.

The Wilkes Journal Patriot, a newspa-
per that publishes three times a week
in North Wilkesboro, N.C., featured
several articles on Joyner and his
MorningStar ministry. These detailed
reports provided insight into the mys-
tical environment and activity of
Joyner. One of the articles revealed:

““MorningStar already has
bought over 300 acres in the
[Pores Knob, N.C.] community
with moving its headquarters
there from Charlotte. Joyner and
his family moved to a house near
the intersection of Price and

career of failed and then jailed
televangelist, Jim Bakker. Charisma
magazine reported:

“Jim Bakker, who says he is
‘nearly 100 percent healed’ from
the PTL downfall and his subse-
quent prison term, now wants to
help restore other ministers who
have fallen or who suffer from

stress or burnout. Thanks to a
donation of property by Rick
Joyner’'s MorningStar Ministries,
Bakker and his wife, Lori Beth,
will get that chance. Joyner's
ministry donated a 17,000-
square-foot log lodge in Char-
lotte, N.C., to the Bakkers’ New
Covenant Fellowship Ministry in
May.”15

...AND DISBURSING
THE PROPHETIC

True to the modern-day prophetic

Broyhill roads in late 1997 and
there are plans to provide hous-
ing for 40 to 50 other families

movement, Joyner claims he is led by
dreams, visions and revelations as
well as Jesus Himself. In the Introduc-
tion to The Harvest he tells his readers:

moving here with MorningStar ...
Joyner has said events leading to
the move to the Pores Knob
community began with a man in
Kansas City dreaming Joyner
moved to a place in North Caro-
lina .. The man also dreams
Joyner would meet recording star
Ricky Skaggs. A few weeks later,
Joyner met Skaggs. ... Skaggs is
on the MorningStar’s board. ...
Joyner said he felt God was
leading him to visit the
Pores Knob section of
Moravian Falls and he
did so in 1989.
Joyner said it caught
his attention when he
learned that Moravian
Falls was a center of
newspaper publishing
around the turn of the
century and that one
of the early newspa-
pers was called The
Morning Star.”’14

SHARING THE
PROFITS

Joyner recently had a
hand in relaunching the

“Some of the revelation came in
‘open visions.” These were vis-
ible, external visions that were
like watching a cinema screen.
Others were gentle, internal vi-
sions that are like having the
‘eyes of your heart’ opened. I
now have frequent visions and
dreams that are filled with sym-
bolism requiring interpretation
like most of the biblical visions,

October-December 2000
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but these were not that way;
many of the details that you read
in this book I actually saw in the
visions. ... Some of the under-
standing shared in this book
came in literal conversation with
the Lord. I did not hear His voice
audibly but it was more intimate
and real than I could ever re-
member knowing before.””16

Yet, ironically, Joyner warns us
about “The Wizard Spirit.” He identi-
fies wizards as “one of the primary
forms of false prophets who try to
infiltrate the body of Christ. They will
usually have a clean, professional
appearance, and will often establish
their credibility by ‘prophesying’ in-
formation that they know in the
natural.”’17

Joyner is not really much of a
prophet and it appears that the fol-
lowing must have been done “in the
natural.” In the late 1990s, Joyner
jumped onto the Y2K bandwagon as
he claimed that the Lord “finally did
begin to speak” about the issue.
According to Joyner, God supposedly
revealed that, ““The most severe diffi-
culties will come from the panic
generated by the situation” and “The
Lord told me to observe the problems
that Y2K will cause in the natural
world as a reflection of the problems
we have in the body of Christ.””18

Thus, according to Joyner’s revela-
tion, the Church must not have had
problems since Y2K was a non-event.
Was God wrong or was Joyner just
pretending and speculating “in the
natural”’?

On the Joyner organization’s web
site, the MorningStar Prophetic Bulletin
is advertised as a publication “de-
voted to the distribution of strategic
prophetic words, dreams and visions
that have critical timeliness.”1® Many
of these are nothing more than
Joyner’s sermonettes hyped up as
““prophetic words.”

The vague and general nature of
Joyner’s revelation is illustrated in a
portion of his ““prophetic” word for
New Zealand in 1991: “Your name is
prophetic - there is a NEW ZEAL that
will arise from the church in New
Zealand. This zeal for the Lord and

His purposes will help to bring con-
viction upon the worldwide body of
Christ for her Laodicean spirit of
lukewarmness. ... Your zeal will be a
NEW zeal,” and so on.20

Joyner offers the worn and faulty
cliché predominant among Charis-
matic superstars such as Benny Hinn
and others when their theological
ignorance begins to show or their
prophecies fail. Joyner says of himself:
“Even though I have not been able to
go to journalism school, or even Bible
school, in many ways I would not
trade my education for anyone’s. Like
Paul, I can say that what I received I
did not receive from men.”?! Scrip-
ture anticipated these self-assuming
prophets and warned of their foolish
rationale (Zechariah 13:4-5).

Even with that, Joyner leaves him-
self a back door by suggesting that
New Testament prophets are different
than Old Testament ones and make
mistakes and are not infallible. In
reality the whole thing dissolves since
it is anyone’s guess when the prophet
is right or when he is wrong. It really
is a speculative subjective guessing
game after all.22

Joyner and others in the modern
prophetic movement have created a
huge fiction that New Testament
prophets can be right some of the
time and wrong some of the time.
Using 1 Corinthians 14:29 (“Let the
others judge”), they say the message
has to be sifted and evaluated and the
good taken from the bad. This is a
blatant misunderstanding of the text
as Paul is actually saying that they
must discern between frue and false
prophets.

New Testament professor Thomas
Edgar states that ““there are no direct
statements of Scripture to support the
‘fallible prophet’ concept” and says of
the 1 Corinthians 14:29 passage:

“In any case, how this [passage]
can indicate that New Testament
prophets are inferior to Old Tes-
tament prophets is not clear,
since the entire congregation of
Israel was also told to scrutinize
their prophets (Deut. 18:22). ...
The word diakrino does not imply

that there is both good and bad
to be sifted out. It is often used
in a context such as this in
reference to rendering judgment
between two people, that is, de-
termining which one is right and
which one is wrong. .. [D.Al]
Carson’s statement that ‘discern’
refers to judging the prophecy
itself, if correct, would mean to
judge whether the entire proph-
ecy were true or false. It would
mean not to sift out the good
from the bad and consider the
good parts as from God and the
prophet as a genuine prophet.
This is contrary to biblical prac-
tice. ... It does not imply that
there are true and false state-
ments in all New Testament
prophecy or that a genuine
prophet may give false prophe-
cies.”’23

Even if one takes the liberty to
judge the prophet and his message,
you are labeled a “pharisee,” or
worse yet possess a “religious” and
““Jezebel spirit.”” PFO director Steve
Cannon points out a recurrent theme
in Joyner’s writings, a concept called
“The Two Ministries.”?* Joyner de-
scribes the second of the two minis-
tries as “faultfinders” and says they
are a “destructive force.” Cannon
maintains, ““This doctrine ... is used, 1
think, to intimidate any who may
criticize, into thinking that by doing
so, they are operating under the spirit
of Satan.”

Joyner also incorrectly employs
Jesus’ instruction for confronting a
brother who has sinned against you
(Matthew 18:15-17) as a way to
squelch questioning of his erroneous
doctrine.?5

His use of Matthew 18 (albeit out-
of-context) is a tactic that PFO has
encountered again and again and
responded to in this Journal26 Those,
such as Joyner, who assert that they
should be approached privately —
rather than have their doctrine and
practice exposed publicly — are really
not willing to do so. It is merely a
smokescreen. They hide behind le-
gions of assistants and make them-
selves unavailable for contact. PFO
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personally encountered this in early
1999 when we tried to make contact
with Joyner.

In January 1999, PFO director Can-
non telephoned MorningStar Minis-
tries to try to get an interview with
Joyner. Cannon’s call was put through
to James Arquit, one of Joyner’s
assistants. Arquit was told of the
purpose of the call. Cannon was told
that Joyner was out-of-town at that
moment, that he was a very busy
man, and that the best way to secure
an interview was to submit the re-
quest in writing.

This PFO did on Jan. 7, 1999.27 That
letter was followed up with a phone
call two weeks later. As this article is
published (more than a year and a
half later), PFO has yet to receive a
response to the request.

DIAMETRIC DOCTRINES

Though Joyner’s doctrinal statement
is a rather standard one, we will see
that in many places his writings and
books contradict and undermine it.
One can only wonder if his doctrinal
statement is merely window dressing
and subterfuge; or if perhaps his
allegiance to a movement which
views itself as a superlative extension
of the Church has moved him away
from a more stable and orthodox
foundation. Joyner is like a child
musician playing many sour notes
with the good ones while telling us he
is an accomplished prodigy. When we
object, he will call attention to the few
good notes. Joyner’s trumpet is off-
key and giving out an ‘“‘uncertain
sound” (1 Corinthians 14:7-8). Had he
lived in the Old Testament era, he
would have been stoned by now
(Deuteronomy 13:1-5, 18:20-22).

Joyner unabashedly promotes his
more bizarre and unrealistic ideas this
way:

“In the near future the church
will not be looking back at the
first century church with envy
because of the great exploits of
those days, but all will be saying
that He certainly did save His
best wine for last. The most
glorious times in all of history
have now come upon us. You

who have dreamed of one day
being able to talk with Peter,
John and Paul are going to be
surprised to find that they have
all been waiting to talk to you!
You have been chosen to see the
harvest, the fruit of the seeds that
they were planting.”28

Joyner is so bold to state that
nations will be overwhelmed by the
newly appointed apostles and that
““Miracles which exceed even some of
the most spectacular biblical marvels
will cause whole nations to acknowl-
edge Jesus. .. The appearances of
angels will be so common that they
will cease to be related as significant

and soon this will become a
major emphasis. There will be
almost a general openness to this
as men of true apostolic author-
ity, with a true apostolic lifestyle,
take their place in leadership.””3!

Glaringly absent from Joyner’s
agenda is any biblical warrant for his
words. There is no Scripture offered
as proof for this self-serving illusion.
Ephesians is clear that the Church is
built on ‘‘the foundation of the
Apostles and Prophets” (Ephesians
2:19). Why would God have to lay the
foundation all over again? The
Church, since the time of Paul, is
described as ““God’s building””

Joyner is like a child musician playing
many sour notes with the good ones
while telling us he is an accomplished
prodigy. When we object, he will call

attention to the few good notes.

events. The Lord Himself will appear
to councils of apostles and elders to
give them directives.”2?

Author Hank Hanegraaff reviews
Joyner’s doctrine and practice and
gives him the status of a “Counterfeit
Revival leader.”30

RESTORATION ATTRACTION

Joyner has two major obsessions:
“Prophetic Restoration” and “Apos-
tolic Restoration.” He explains these
as follows:

“A new wave of ministries is
about to be released with extraor-
dinary prophetic gifts. Others
with revelatory gifting who were
sidetracked because of contro-
versy, or other problems, are
about to get back on the fast
track. ... The apostolic ministry
that opened the church age will
be raised up at the end to com-
plete it. The Lord is restoring the
apostolic authority to the church,

(1 Corinthians 3:9-10). A building, es-
pecially God’s Church, is not in need
of another foundation. No wonder
Joyner gives no Scripture for his
grandiose imaginings.

Joyner asserts that his book, A
Prophetic Vision for the 21st Century,
was “‘the result of the last ten years of
hearing from the Lord both in visions
and revelations.””32 He claims that the
Lord said, “I have allowed you to see
a little into the future.”33 Joyner
further makes the breathtaking claim:
““At the end of the vision in The Call, 1
saw the glory of all ages in a single
moment.”’34

Joyner’s ideas of ongoing revelation
and prophecy bears a striking resem-
blance to the ““continuing revelation”
of the Latter-day Saints (Mormons) as
journalists Richard and Joan Ostling
define:

“Religious authority, in Mormon-
ism, includes the concept of con-
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tinuing revelation through the
current church president, who
holds the titles of seer, prophet,
and revelator. Earlier doctrine
may evolve, but a previous
prophet, though superseded, is
not ‘wrong.””’3

BASEBALL HERMENEUTICS

However, Joyner does not just get
messages directly from the Lord but
sees omens and mystical meanings in
all kind of strange things and at
strange places. Imagine getting ““pro-
phetic” truth from a ballgame. It may
sound silly but Joyner unashamedly
teaches just that:

“In the spring of 1995, Bob Jones,
a prophetic friend, told a number
of us that the Atlanta Braves
baseball team was going to win
the World Series that year as a
message for the church in
America. This prophecy was ful-
filled, and there indeed was a
message in it. ... I think it was
also significant that it was David
Justice who hit that home run.
He is a black man, and I do
expect young, black ‘Davids’ to
arise and slay the spiritual Goli-
aths who have been intimidating
and holding back the armies of
God in America. ... In the spring
of 1996, Bob Jones received a
word that the Braves would not
win the World Series again that
year and that this would be a
message. When I was offered
tickets to go to Game Five of the
1996 World Series in Atlanta, I
knew that the Lord was going to
show me something important. I
was not disappointed.”’36

We will not go on with the silliness.
Would Paul have thought it spiritual
to predict the winners of the Greek
games? Do you think he ever sat at
the Corinthian games to try to discern
God’s messages and directions? Did
he go to the Coliseum in Rome and
try to discern truth and the will of
God as the chariots whizzed by,
asking himself what the event might
have meant? Joyner makes a travesty
of the concept of biblical prophecy.
The message for America is still
Christ and the Scriptures, not who

won last year’s World Series.
UNCIVIL WAR

One of Joyner’s other major themes,
addressed in the apologetic newsletter
Vanguard, is the “CIVIL WAR.” In an
article titled ““Rick Joyner: Christian
Gnostic,” author Neil Richardson ze-
roes in on one of Joyner’s major
themes. Richardson writes:

“His ‘big thing’ is The Great
Christian Civil War: Like the
American Civil War, the coming
spiritual civil war will also be
between the Blue and the Gray.
In dreams and visions, blue often
represents heavenly mindedness
— the sky is blue; and gray
speaks of those who live by the
power of their minds — the
brain is often called gray matter.
This will be a conflict between
those who may be genuine Chris-
tians, but who live mostly ac-
cording to their own natural
minds and human wisdom, and
those who follow the Holy Spirit.
(The Morning Star Prophetic Bulle-
tin, May 1996, 2).”"37

Joyner’s prognostications about the
upcoming Christian “civil war” are
many and various. The most wide-
spread publication of these is in his
books, A Prophetic Vision for the 21st
Century and The Final Quest.38

CRN Journal ponders and summa-
rizes Joyner’s intent:

“The violent images Joyner
adopts are, it seems, to be di-
rected, not against liberals in the
church, as we might suppose, but
against those who are ‘not open’
to the new visions and prophe-
cies — those who ‘religiously’
stand on the written Word
alone.””3?

So the railing of Joyner is not
against heresy or false teaching but
against believers who disagree. More-
over, Joyner teaches that demons di-
rect and ride Christians who think,
reason and discern.40

NEW PACKAGE,
SAME OLD HERESIES

Joyner’s concepts are not just re-
packaged Latter Rain ideas but have

even deeper roots. Though the pro-
phetic and apostolic movement is
being called new, most people are not
aware that this whole move of super
apostles and super prophets is not
new at all. Satan constantly puts new
window dressing on old errors. Every
heresy (even the repackaged ones) has
been met and refuted by the early
Church.

The Apostle Paul faced this very
thing in Corinth as we see in 2 Corin-
thians 11. He confronted men who
boasted that they were super apostles.
Frederick Dale Brunner explains the
situation as described by Paul in
2 Corinthians 11:5-15:

“For the first time in this letter
Paul ventures a name for the
new evangelists in Corinth: they
are ‘superlative apostles’ (hu-
perlian apostoloi, v. 5). They were
spiritual ‘hupermen.” They were
superlative because they claimed
to go beyond Paul (and others) in
both message and life. Paul made
Christians in name, they made
Christians in Spirit; Paul ac-
cented a crucified Messiah who
gave grace, they brought a glori-
fied Messiah who gave power;
Paul brought the Spirit, but they
brought him fully; Paul, in other
words, brought something of the
gospel, but they brought the full
gospel. Yet Paul now declares —
and the fact that he must even
say it strikes us as somehow
pathetic — ‘I think that I am not
the least inferior to these’ (II Cor.
11:5)! However, his commend-
able self-control will not last
much longer.”41

Brunner continues:

“Paul finally explodes: those
who found him worldly because
weak, less Christ’s because less
their ‘more,” and who knew how
to make full what he only knew
how to begin, i.e., to over-(huper)-
do him, he must now call by
name: they are not only super-
apostles, they are ‘sham apostles’
(pseudapostoloi) and ‘crooked in
all their practices, masquerading
as apostles of Christ” (11:13
NEB).""42
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So the new pseudo-apostles step on
and disregard God’s Word and prom-
ise not only new revelations but
dominion over the unsaved world
through their promises of utopia.
They claim to be greater than Paul
and the biblical prophets.

At the “New Millennium Apostolic
Council of Prophetic Elders” held
November 30, 1999, 12 “prophecies”
were brought forth, some as muddled
as the television psychics or the su-
permarket tabloids about floods and
earthquakes. The ““Apostolic Council”
present consisted of C. Peter Wagner,
Cindy Jacobs, Dutch Sheets, Tommy
Tenney, Mike Bickle and Jim Goll.
(Other members not present but on
the council include Paul Cain, James
Ryle, John and Paula Sanford, Bill
Hammond and Gwen Shaw.)

A report submitted by council
member Goll included:

“This move of God will be so
powerful that the church will
gather in stadiums to worship,
both the church in given regions
as well as some local churches
which will grow so large that
they will fill stadiums for their
celebration worship services. ...
The Government of God [sic]
kingdom will be established
through the apostolic and pro-
phetic authorities in cities and
nations. ... We will see tremen-
dous transfers of wealth into the
Kingdom of God through the
ministry of market apostles
(those with apostolic anointing
for business and other areas of
society).”"43

Surely these are strong delusions of
grandeur.

There is no doubt that Joyner has
aligned with the growing chorus of
those who malign and destroy biblical
authority and set themselves above
the Word of God. Their agenda seems
to be — get rid of Scripture and
scriptural authority since something
new and more direct has come. This
they do by exulting their self-pro-
claimed “‘prophecies” as a way of
finding truth and direction today.
Even though they may drop in a line
at times about following the Scrip-

tures, it seems to be only gratuitous
against the larger agenda.

Joyner’s stated view is that we will
need this direct revelation and proph-
ecy “to accomplish the last-day man-
date of the church.”4* The Church has
found the Scripture adequate for its
mission for 2,000 years (2 Timothy
3:15-17), however that is no longer
good enough for doctrine and practice
according to this new message. We
now have a more up-to-date and
immediate ““prophetic vision for the
21st century” given by Joyner.

Why bother with the Bible when we
have men with a direct pipeline to
heaven? Joyner reiterates in his 1999
Prophetic Vision the claim he made a
decade earlier:

“I have experienced a consider-
able amount of prophecy in my
own life. After my conversion in
1971, 1 have had, at times, an
ability to foresee certain future
events accurately, but usually in
a very general sense. I could also
occasionally look at people and
know details about them, such as
problems they were having or
spiritual callings on their life.””45

Joyner here sounds like a garden-
variety fortune teller, tea leaf reader
or hotline psychic.

In 1994, Joyner offered another
example of his “buckshot”” prophecy:

“These great prayer movements
will result in such extraordinary
advances for the church, and
deliverance for the world, that
the world’s great and mighty
will come to the church for
prayer. Even the public schools
in the United States will beg for
prayers to be made in their halls
again.”’46

The indefinite time frame adds to
the aura of the prognostication.

During his hiatus “from the Lord,”
Joyner’s prophetic skills likewise
abated. Joyner describes to his readers
the resurgence of his revelatory abili-
ties:

“Then, after seven years with no
prophetic revelation, I had a
three-day prophetic experience in

which I felt the Lord tried to
catch me up on all I had missed.
... Since then, I have had other
visions and revelations that were
published in books like The Final
Quest and The Call. ... All of a
sudden, I knew many details
about future events, as though
they had been poured into me. In
all of this, I have been trying to
determine God’s call on my life
and His purpose for His
church.”47

How sad that a Christian leader
would try to determine God’s call and
God’s purpose for His Church apart
from Scripture. All that Joyner talks
about could be produced by sleep
loss, a vivid imagination, Satan or
deceiving spirits, emotions run riot,
drugs, hallucinations or just out and
out deception. Man’s emotions and
experiences are no determiner of truth
since “God’s Word is truth” (John
8:32, 17:17). “Faith comes by hearing
and hearing by the Word of God,” the
Apostle Paul declared (Romans 10:17).

Joyner also overstates the role of
apostleship in saying, ‘‘Because
apostles are called to be evangelists,
prophets, pastors and teachers, they
usually have a more balanced nature,
and are given for the purpose of
keeping the Church on the right
path.”48 The twelve apostles did not
fit into all these categories and there
is no Scripture teaching that they did.
Ephesians 4:11 is clear that some can
fill any one of these offices but no one
is all of them. By Joyner's own
definition (“keeping the Church on
the right path”), he cannot be an
apostle because as this article demon-
strates, he has led us down many
wrong paths.

NO DOUBT ABOUT IT

We need to pause to deal with the
fundamental concern as to whether
we ever will get beyond the need of
the Scriptures at any point in time.
Consider Christ's “Great Commis-
sion”” which is really the marching
orders of the Church. Having “all
authority in heaven and on earth”
Jesus commands His apostles and
followers in Matthew 28:20 to teach
new disciples ““all things that I have
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commanded you.” This is the ongoing
job of the Church, that is to teach the
teachings of Christ to others — all of
His teaching.

How long is the Church to do this?
It becomes clear when we listen to
Jesus and take His words seriously.
He says, “I am with you always, to
the very end of the age” (v. 20). Jesus
is clear that this commission is age-
long. As long as we are in the age of
grace and until Jesus comes, we are to
keep teaching His Word and com-
mands. These are only found in the
Bible so we conclude that we are to
teach the Bible until the Second Com-

and comes up with weird subjective
interpretations. The interpretations
are esoteric, off the mark and ignore
the cultural setting and context.
Everything is twisted to fit into the
Dominion message. His ideas have
been variously labeled as Joel's Army,
Kingdom Now and Dominion Theol-
ogy, although it is more gnostic ram-
blings than theology. So much of the
repackaged Latter Rain teaching de-
motes Christ and the Scriptures and
deifies man.

One of the keys to understanding
Joyner is realizing that his earlier
books were more conservative, bibli-

We must never make a “spiritual”
premise at the price of proper interpre-
tation of Scripture. Using this type of

interpretation,

one can make the

Scripture say or mean anything.

ing. There is no question. Who would
dare to supplant and usurp the say-
ings of Jesus? Only the arrogant new
apostles and prophets.

Further Paul warns: “If anyone
teaches otherwise and does not con-
sent to wholesome words, even the
words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and
to the doctrine which accords to
godliness, he is proud, knowing noth-
ing. ... from such withdraw yourself”
(1 Timothy 6:3-5).

Still further Paul says his words (in
the Word) are the commands of God
(1 Corinthians 14:37), as does Peter
(2 Peter 3:2). It is clear what the new
prophets are up to. Paul commanded
the emotionally driven Corinthians
“not to think beyond what is written”
(1 Corinthians 4:16).

DOING THE TWIST

Even when Joyner does handle the
Word of God, he distorts it terribly

cal and mainstream. In fact, in his
1992 book, The Journey Begins, he has
three pages on the “Fundamentals of
Bible Interpretation.” His ideas have
definitely evolved or more correctly
devolved since then.

Joyner is at times reckless in his use
of Scripture. He sets up a most
unlikely scenario that the Apostle
Peter equals the early Church, Paul
equals Church History until now and
the Apostle John equals the end time
prophetic move preparing the Church
for Christ's return.#® This kind of
spiritualizing or allegorizing the bibli-
cal text is patheticc. We must never
make a “spiritual” premise at the
price of proper interpretation of Scrip-
ture. Using this type of interpretation,
one can make the Scripture say or
mean anything. It is just a made up
and self-serving eisegesis.

Pentecostal minister and host of the
Open Bible Dialogue radio broadcast,

Joseph Chambers, concurs and says of
Joyner’s books:

““Reading his material is similar
to reading New Age materials.
His approach is to take anything
in Scripture and make it mean
anything that suits his theologi-
cal aims. There is no faithfulness
to established facts of interpreta-
tion. It is a smorgasbord of ideas
loosely connected with the gener-
ous use of out-of-text Scripture to
prove his point.””50

Joyner also twists Scripture to teach
a convoluted view of two ““gospels.”
He is very confused as he bends to
the breaking point the statement of
Hebrews 6:5 concerning, ‘““the good
word of God and the powers of the
age to come.” Joyner claims that ““the
good word of God and the powers of
the age to come” were preached both
by John the Baptist and Jesus but
became obscured after the first cen-
tury A.D. He then connects this mes-
sage willy-nilly to Revelation 11:15
and says this true message “will soon
be released in the church.”51

In reality, “the good word of God
and the powers of the age to come” is
something believers have already
tasted. Joyner connects this to the
recovered message of the new proph-
ets causing the Church to be equipped
to do exploits, like the ability to “walk
on water” and even “walking on
air,”52 though they are not doing that
just yet.

The Apostle Paul declared: “I deter-
mined not to know anything among
you except Jesus Christ and Him
crucified” (1 Corinthians 2:2). We
cannot improve on that and that
message has never been lost. Even a
superficial study of the Church Fa-
thers shows a continuity of message.
Though muddled during the Middle
Ages, the Reformation corrected the
course.

The idea that the true Gospel mes-
sage has finally been found by Rick
Joyner after 1900 years is no different
than the position of every quasi-
Christian group of the past two centu-
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ries. Mary Baker Eddy, Joseph Smith
Jr., Ellen G. White, Charles Taze
Russell and Herbert W. Armstrong
have claimed the same thing.

Joyner says that ““the church will be
a great hospital with the power to
heal every kind of wound and dis-
ease. She will have a cure for every
plague,”’>3 though they are not doing
that either.

Unfortunately for Joyner, the con-
cept of “the world to come” was a
common well-known phrase in the
first century and is still known by
orthodox Jews today. It is a synonym
for the Messiah’s millennial reign and
the new heaven and new earth or the
golden age of the Messiah. The “age
to come” will not be the work of Rick
Joyner, his prophetic colleagues, or
any other human as Greek scholar
and linguist Kenneth Wuest explains:

“The age to come is the Millen-
nial Age. What a change there
will be when God the Son reigns
on earth personally, and His
Chosen People are saved. These
Hebrews had seen attesting
miracles performed, the perfor-
mance of which proved to them
that the New Testament was
from God. This was another fac-
tor which made their guilt so
enormous. It is interesting to
note in passing that attesting
miracles will again be performed
in the Millennial Age when the
Lord Jesus comes back to
earth.””>4

Most commentators agree that the
age to come is just that — the age to
come and identify it with the Millen-
nium or heaven or both.5> The age to
come will not be ushered in by kings
of the earth but by the “King of kings
and Lord of lords” (Revelation 19:16).
Joyner is confusing his ambitions with
the return of Christ. The first century
world had a “taste” of the “age to
come” in Christ and His miracles. We
have a “taste” of the age to come in
the recorded events of Christ and the
Apostles as well as all the biblical
promises of a bright and glorious
future at the return of Jesus (Romans
8:23, Philippians 3:21, 1 Thessalonians

4:13-18, 1 Corinthians 15). The Chris-
tian’s urgent message is the Gospel
(Romans 1), not Millennium Now or
heaven on earth.

POSTMILLENNIALISM
GONE SOUTH

The old historic postmillennial posi-
tion attributed to Daniel Whitby
(1638-1726) and the classical varia-
tions of postmillennialism?® all dreamt
of an evangelized, Christianized
world before the return of Christ.
They taught that this would be ac-
complished by the spread of Chris-
tianity through Gospel preaching.

According to the postmillennial
view, the Gospel of Christ is still the
power of God unto salvation and the
old foundations are recognized. Addi-
tionally, this preaching would pro-
duce a world of peace and universal
virtues of the fruit of the Spirit with
no more wars (Isaiah, chapters 2 and
11). All of this was to usher in the
return of Jesus in the typical postmil-
lennial framework.

Sounding almost like he has a touch
of megalomania and for no apparent
reason, Joyner states that we are to
preach the last trump message of
Revelation 11:15. He writes:

“Those who live in the reality
and power of His kingdom now
will preach the message of the
kingdom. We do not wait for the
millennium for Jesus to reign
over us. His kingdom is already
‘at hand.””’>7

He then claims that God instructed
him that in building his Moravian
Falls Community: “What you build
will need to last for a thousand
years!”’>8

This “kingdom now” message, ac-
cording to Joyner is bigger than any
other message:

““His message was the kingdom,
and this is the message we have
been given to preach. This does
not belittle the importance of our
salvation, nor negate the high
place of the church in His plan.
However, the message of the
kingdom is bigger than these.””>®

Joyner’s emphasis on the kingdom
is noticeably similar to the gospel
message of Jehovah’s Witnesses, who
ignore the King in their quest for the
kingdom. However, strikingly differ-
ent from the Watchtower is that this
radical charismatic postmillennialism
has created an illusionary scenario
where miracle workers take over soci-
ety and the wealth of the world
through the power of signs, wonders
and creative miracles. The sheer
miracle power and dynamism of
Joyner’s prophetic “blues” will oblit-
erate the opposition. Nevertheless,
Joyner has yet to walk on water, raise
the dead or multiply food to authenti-
cate his Millennium Now message.

At times Joyner sounds a lot like
metaphysician E.W. Kenyon, who was
a follower of New Thought heresies.
Metaphysicians, like Kenyon, believe
in tapping into “spiritual laws” for
dramatic results. Joyner teaches in
true metaphysical fashion that:

“There are spiritual principles at
work in the spiritual realm just
as there are natural laws at work
in the natural realm. These spiri-
tual principles will work for any-
one that uses them. In fact Sa-
tan’s power is completely depen-
dent upon God-ordained prin-
ciples of spiritual power.””60

D.R. McConnell speaks of Kenyon
in words that could apply directly to
Joyner:

“Through his ‘Revelation Knowl-
edge, Kenyon hoped to create
‘supermen,” a master race of
Christians no longer bound by
‘Sense  Knowledge’ or by de-
mons, disease and poverty. This
hope is a central thrust of all
Kenyon’s writings.”’61

MANY MORE QUIRKS

Joyner teaches that one’s personal
prophecies do not have to be con-
nected to the Scriptures at all. For
example, he claims that, “Some argue
that personal prophecy should always
come as confirmation based on the
Scripture. ... This misconception is
simply the result of faulty hermeneu-
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tics.”62 Knowingly or unknowingly,
he is degrading and disrespecting
God’s Word and putting impressions,
mystical leadings, promptings and
imagination above it.

Still going further afield, Joyner
warns that cult research is dangerous
and ought not to be pursued. This
would surely keep the discerning off
his case. As much warning as there is
in the Bible against false religions and
heresies (e.g., “test the spirits,” 1 John
4:1), Joyner’s words are ill-advised
and foolish:

“Few who devote themselves to
studying cults or deviant doc-
trines are able to distinguish the
true word of the Lord, and usu-
ally their hearts are ultimately
darkened by the very evil they
seek to expose. We will be
changed into that which we are
beholding (II Corinthians 3:18).
There is an implied warning in
the Lord’s message to the church
in Thyatira about ‘knowing the
deep things of Satan’ (Revela-
tion 2:24). The more we focus on
what is wrong, or the practices of
the evil one, the more we, our-
selves, will be changed into the
nature of what we are seeing.”’63

Thus, according to Joyner, to be
discerning — to be a Berean — is to
go into darkness. That’s what Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses say of Bible study
apart from their literature — they too
discourage any type of discernment.
Once again Joyner sounds more cultic
than Christian.

Moreover, in the above citation,
Joyner demonstrates yet another ex-
ample of his frightful handling of
God’s Word. The people of Thyatira
did not “know [know by experience]
the depths of Satan,” which in the
context was idolatry and sexual im-
morality (Revelation 2:20), simply be-
cause they were discerning! They did
not practice these things since they
were able to discern their evil nature
and avoid them. Knowing the depth
of Satan is not the study of false
teachers like Joyner but the practice
(knowing by experience) and promo-
tion of immorality and idolatry.

A PROPHET WITHOUT
DISCERNMENT

Though Joyner claims to be a
prophet, at times he seems to be just
winging it and is really unaware of
the misinformation he is disseminat-
ing. Joyner would have us believe
that one of the models of discernment
and truth was Germany’s Dietrich
Bonhoeffer (1906-1945). Bonhoeffer, a
German theologian, was part of the
resistance movement against Hitler in
the early 1940s.%4 He was involved in
a failed plan to assassinate Hitler, was
sent to prison and was hanged there
for treason. At age 39, Bonhoeffer, just
before going to prison, proposed mar-
riage to a 17-year-old parishioner.®®
His story is very sad. From a human
standpoint he was justified in helping
Jews and being against fascism but
that is not the problem.

Joyner applauds Bonhoeffer for hav-
ing “an extraordinary grip on the
truth” and goes on to say:

““Bonhoeffer’s life is one of the
twentieth century’s greatest ex-
amples of how a few who hold
to the truth without compromise,
standing against the most power-
ful political and military ma-
chines in history with nothing
but spiritual power, will ulti-
mately prevail. What was said of
the righteous Abel can now be
said of Bonhoeffer, “Though he is
dead, he still speaks.””’66

Did Bonhoeffer have a “grip on the
truth”? Did he “hold to truth without
compromise”’? What kind of legacy
did Bonhoeffer leave in his books?

By Bonhoeffer's own admission (in
his writings), he did not hold to
biblical truth. He was ambiguous
about the resurrection of Jesus and
outspoken in his denials of major
fundamental doctrines of the faith.

In an article, ““Dietrich Bonhoeffer
Rejected Classical Christianity,”
David Becker investigates the writing
of Bonhoeffer and states:

“l don’t mean to be critical of
people, but I do want to speak
the truth in love, and one of my

pet peeves is when I see people,
especially those who consider
themselves to be, and present
themselves as, theologically con-
servative, praise Dietrich Bonho-
effer. Bonhoeffer espoused a so-
called religionless Christianity,
and expressed doubt about God
as a working hypothesis. He was
a father of the so-called ‘death of
God’ ‘fad’ of a few years ago. He
wrote a lot and also wrote some
things that sounded orthodox
but he consistently had a low
view of the Bible, considering a
lot of it myth.’67

In reviewing one of Bonhoeffer’s
books, Becker writes:

“In his book, Christ the Center
(1960, Harper & Row), Bonhoef-
fer wrote: ‘So if we speak of
Jesus Christ as God, we may not
speak of him as the representa-
tive of an idea of God who
possesses the properties of omni-
science and omnipotence (there is
no such thing as this abstract
divine nature!)” (p. 108). So Bon-
hoeffer didn’t really believe that
Jesus is God. ... Bonhoeffer didn’t
think that Jesus is sinless either.
‘The assertion of the sinlessness
of Jesus fails if it has in mind
observable acts of Jesus. His
deeds are done in the likeness of
flesh. They are not sinless, but
ambiguous. One can and should
see good and bad in them’ (p.
113). ... So Bonhoeffer rejected
classical christology, had a low
view of the Bible, denied the
deity of Christ, doubted the vir-
gin birth of Christ, denied the
sinlessness of Christ, and
doubted the physical resurrection
of Christ.’68

How can Joyner be trusted when he
upholds someone as a paragon of
discernment, virtue and truth and that
person does not even hold to the
essentials of the Christian faith?
Joyner is a flawed false prophet with
no discernment or wisdom. His
claims and boasted position are false.
No wonder he discourages discern-
ment among his followers.
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FORGIVENESS WITHOUT
REPENTANCE

Apparently Joyner believes that
some can be saved apart from repen-
tance and confession of sin. Some can
be saved apart from the preaching of
the Gospel. Unlike Joyner, the Apostle
John declared that forgiveness and
cleansing were based on confession of
sin (1 John 1:7).

Is anyone automatically forgiven
somehow? Joyner teaches:

“Jesus looked down from the
cross at His tormentors without
wrath or retaliation ... but with
mercy. He prayed, ‘Father for-
give them; they don’t know
what they’re doing’ (Luke 23:34).
These were not idle words — He
meant it! He is not waiting until
He comes again to get even. He
forgave them.””6?

It is unhealthy and totally misses
the point to even use the words
“waiting to come again to get even.”
The opposite of that is not forgiveness
since Christ does not have to “get
even’”’ as an alternative. However, the
larger and more important question
is, did Jesus automatically forgive
those who crucified Him? Is it true
that “He forgave them”? If not, then
what did He really mean?

It is unlikely that Jesus would have
forgiven them and then taken it back,
yet Peter says to those very people in
Jerusalem: “Him ... you have taken by
lawless hands, have crucified and put
to death” (Acts 2:23). He then calls on
them to “repent,” in verse 28. If they
were already forgiven, as Joyner sug-
gests, why do they have to repent for
crucifying Jesus? According to Peter,
they were not forgiven but needed to
be forgiven and saved.

The only possible way to under-
stand the words of Jesus in Luke
23:34 is to understand them from the
standpoint of potential forgiveness.
All sins can be forgiven, even one as
heinous as consenting and even par-
ticipating in the very death of Jesus.
Jesus held out hope to them and a
potential forgiveness that was realized
on the day of Pentecost and based on
their repentance and acceptance of

Christ. Even Christ killers can find
forgiveness. This is the only under-
standing that fits with the rest of
Scripture. We must be careful to
properly define the true meaning of
“forgiveness.” It is a common miscon-
ception that as Christians we are “to
forgive and forget” even if our for-
giveness is not sought. We need
remember that “forgiveness” is a
transaction (1 John 1:9).

In a chapter titled, “Forgiveness is
Conditional,” Dr. Jay Adams delves
into the issue of Christ’s prayer on the
Cross:

“If, indeed, Jesus unconditionally
forgave those who crucified Him,
then, of course, that would mean
they had been forgiven without
hearing or believing the Gospel.
Clearly that teaching is heretical.
... On the cross, Jesus did not
forgive; He prayed. The same is
true of Steven. If forgiveness is
unconditional, Jesus, Stephen,
and others would have forgiven
their murderers rather than use
what, if true, would be a round-
about way to do so. ...we believe
also that His prayer was an-
swered. How could that be? Not
apart from the means, but by
them. Jesus’ prayer was an-
swered in the response to the
preaching of Peter and the
apostles on the day of Pentecost,
... They were not forgiven the sin
of crucifying the Saviour apart
from believing that He was dy-
ing for their sins, but precisely
by doing so in response to the
faithful preaching of the Gospel
in Jerusalem. We do not have to
resort to some strange doctrine of
the forgiveness of sins apart from
faith in Christ in order to explain
Christ’s prayer.”’70

MANIFEST SONS OF SATAN

It is chilling to hear Joyner use
words that apply to and are ad-
dressed to Satan and address them to
believers. Isaiah 14:13-14 reveals the
awful pride and arrogance of Lucifer:

“T will ascend to heaven. I will
raise my throne above the stars
of God, and I will sit on the

mount of assembly in the sides of
the north. I will ascend the
heights of the clouds; I will make
myself like the Most High.”

To be like God was the delusion
held out to Eve by the serpent in the
garden (Genesis 3:5). Yet Joyner, after
having addressed the prideful inclina-
tions of Satan and the deception of
Eve, without a blush says:

“Let us understand, the Lord
wants us to ascend to heaven; He
wants us to sit on the mount of
the assembly; He wants us to be
raised above the heights of the
clouds, and He wants us to be like
Him (to have His nature).”””1

Here Joyner gives away his orienta-
tion toward Manifest Sons and Little
God doctrines. Why was what was
off-limits to the devil any less off-
limits to us? Ezekiel 28 gives God's
answer to Lucifer and the five “I
wills” of Isaiah 14 are responded with
the five “I wills” of God’s judgment
for wanting to usurp the very throne
of God and become like God.

DENIAL OF THE BODILY
RESURRECTION OF JESUS

Joyner’s false teachings abound and
multiply. It may be sloppy writing or
unclear theology but it becomes even
more serious as Joyner slips into
teachings that would be welcome in a
Kingdom Hall.

How should we view Jesus? We
should view Him as the Bible does.
John 2:21-22 and Luke 24:39 make it
abundantly clear that Jesus arose in
His physical body. The bodily resur-
rection is a foundational truth in the
Christian faith. Jesus, as our mediator,
exists in a glorified resurrected body.
He is forever the God-man.

This truth of the two natures of
Christ is called the hypostatic union
and has always been defended by the
Church. Christ exists in two natures,
human and divine (Philippians 2:6-7).

Apparently Joyner either denies this
or simply does not understand it. He
proposes:

“There is a tendency to continue
relating to Him as ‘the MAN
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from Galilee.” Jesus is not a man.
He was and is Spirit. He took the
form of a servant and became a
man for a brief time.”’72

Joyner couldn’t be clearer in his
declaration: “Jesus is not a man. He
was and is Spirit” (emphasis added).
Joyner finds himself closely aligned
with Gnosticism, one of the most
threatening heresies of the early
Church. More specifically, he is bor-
dering on a form of Docetism, a view
which denies Christ’s true humanity
by saying that Christ only appeared
to have a physical body. However,
based on a multitude of Scriptures,
theologian Louis Berkhof summarizes
the view of historical orthodoxy:

“The incarnation constituted
Him a complex person, consti-
tuted of two natures. He is the
God-man. ... The one divine per-
son, who possessed a divine na-
ture from eternity, assumed a
human nature, and now has
both.”73

Surely no true prophet of God
would deny the human nature of
Christ or that Jesus is in a resurrected
glorified body. Paul reminds us in
1 Timothy 2:5, “There is one Mediator
between God and men, the man Christ
Jesus.” How can Joyner say, “Jesus is
not a man”? If we accept Prophet
Joyner, then we have eroded the
doctrinal truths that separate Chris-
tianity from the cults.

AND IT JUST DOESN’'T
GET ANY BETTER

Joyner may not know much about
neo-Orthodoxy and Karl Barth but his
view of faith is amazingly close to it
and biblically off the mark. He takes
us down the path to neo-Orthodoxy
or what is called new liberalism.

While Joyner contends that ““True
faith can only come with spiritual
vision,”74 God says that “Faith comes
by hearing and hearing by the Word
of God” (Romans 10:17). Our faith is
founded on the Word of God and
flourishes and grows on God’s Word.
Faith is trust in God’s Word.

Joyner would deny this and says,
““Faith is not just believing the words

of the Lord, but believing the Word
Himself.”7> Again, Joyner demeans
the Scriptures and sets up a false
dichotomy between Jesus as the Word
and the written Word. He plays this
incorrect dichotomy out when he says
that, “It would be impossible to put a
value on this most marvelous gift the
Lord has given to us, but the Bible
was given to lead us to Jesus, not to
take His place.””76

How can we separate the words of
the Lord in Scripture from the Word
(Jesus) since the words in Scripture
are His words and he uttered them. If
you love someone, you love their
words as well and there is no false
distinction between the two. Joyner is
subtly suggesting that we can get a
fresher word, a more up-to-date word
right now and directly from the Spirit
Jesus in an unmediated way. So again
the Bible is belittled.

Joyner also parallels neo-Orthodoxy
and Karl Barth in Barth’s demeaning
Scripture with his view of God creat-
ing a contact point in man where He
can give special direct divine revela-
tion. Barth’s separation of the Word
(the Bible) from the Word (Jesus) is
similar, if not the same as Joyner’s
emphasis.””

All the words that Jesus spoke will
judge us in the last day: “He who
rejects Me, and does not receive My
words, has that which judges him —
the word that I have spoken will
judge him in the last day” (John
12:48). The Church has always looked
upon the Scriptures as God’s means
of grace. Joyner is trying to rob us of
that means.

It is truly amazing to hear Joyner
say the following;:

“The Church must be ruled and
guided by the Head rather than
by formulas. He is purposely
vague concerning even important
issues so that we have to seek
Him. The New Testament is full
of the best counsel the world has
ever heard, but the Lord and His
apostles were careful not to lay
down many general rules and
regulations for the churches.
They knew that every rule could

prevent that church from seeking
the Lord for themselves.’78

In 1 Timothy 3:15, Paul states the
purpose of his letter:

“I write so that you may know
how you ought to conduct your-
self in the house of God, which is
the church of the living God, the
pillar and ground of the truth.”

Jesus” message — His “rules and
regulations” — to the churches is
given in Revelation 1-3. Matthew 18
gives us directives for discipline and
conflict resolution. First Corinthians
gives rules and confronts error help-
ing to straighten out their doctrine.
The book of Titus structures church
life some more. Every Epistle is
designed to direct the Church in some
way. It is appalling to hear Joyner
claim, “the Lord and the Apostles
were careful not to lay down many
general rules.” Joyner misses also that
when God directs, He also gives grace
as motivation and empowerment to
obey.

THERE CAN BE
ONLY ONE CONCLUSION

Rick Joyner is neither a true prophet
nor apostle. He teaches too much
error to be either. He holds out (by
his many books) an appearance of
taking us to higher ground when in
reality he robs us of a rich doctrinal
heritage as well as the Bible. His
dominionism is false and utopian and
he confuses the resurrection and reign
of Christ with the present state of the
Church, thereby misleading Christians
with false hope.

Joyner’s claims of revelation knowl-
edge produce a dulling effect in
regard to a desire for the Scriptures.
He is a “broken reed” and will pass
away like other purveyors of error.
He will leave them with nothing but
“rabbit trails,”” distractions and illu-
sions. Our Bibles are a far safer bet.
Joyner’s books are a jumble of confu-
sion. One has to wade through a lot
of sludge to find a few nuggets of
truth.

The CRN Journal says that Joyner is
peddling a “dark mysticism” and
they conclude:
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“Joyner leaves us no middle
way. Either we treat him as
God’s chosen super-prophet for
the end-times, or we treat him as
a man in the grip of evil deceit
and seek to expose him as
such.”7?
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POTTER MANIA

(continued from page 1)

Following a brief marriage, she di-
vorced her husband, a Portuguese
television journalist, in 1993 and
moved with her 3-month-old daugh-
ter to her native Britain. The concept
for Harry Potter had come to her a
few years earlier. Back in Britain and
struggling to get Harry Potter onto
paper and into print, she solicited a
grant from the Scottish Arts Council.
They responded to her request with
8,000 pounds (more than $11,000). It

“Muggles,” which Rowling uses in
the Potter series.3 Stouffer published a
book in the mid-1980s titled, The
Legend of Rah and Muggles.

Seven books have been planned,
one for each year that young Harry is
at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and
Wizardry. Thus far, four have been
released: Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s
Stone, Harry Potter and the Chamber of
Secrets, Harry Potter and the Prisoner of
Azkaban, and Harry Potter and the
Goblet of Fire. The newest volume
weighs in at an astounding 752 pages
— quite a reading feat for children,

Christians should

take serious note

not just because of the worldview
presented in the books but because

Rowling is compared to the likes of
C.S. Lewis and J.R.R. Tolkien.

was an investment that would show
remarkable dividends. According to
business writer Paul Katzeff:

”’...she believed she knew how to
write, and she was determined to
give it her all. Rowling settled
into an apartment in Edinburgh,
Scotland, near her sister Di. On
winter days she fled her un-
heated flat. She’d walk until [her
daughter] Jessica fell asleep in
her pram and then rush[ed] them
both into a warm cafe. While
Jessica napped, she’d write on
napkins from the cafe. In these
two-hour snippets, she composed
a novel that became the first one
of the most successful children’s
series ever. 2

Yet, not all are claiming that the
books’ ideas are the sole product of
the mind of Rowling. Nancy Stouffer
of Camp Hill, Pa., asserts that she
owns the rights to the term

the audience for which it is written. In
all, the Potter series has been trans-
lated into 35 languages, according to
The New York Times. Readers of all
ages are already eagerly looking for-
ward to the next installment.

These books are creatively written,
easily read, and delightfully entertain-
ing. The plot gradually unfolds, draw-
ing the reader into the story, and
builds to the climax.

Christians should take serious note
not just because of the worldview
presented in the books but because
Rowling is compared to the likes of
C.S. Lewis and J.R.R. Tolkien.

Former astrologer Marcia Montene-
gro suggests that the parallel needs
closer scrutiny:

“One defense, or minimization of
the sorcery in the Harry Potter
books, is that the stories are just
a normal part of a child’s fantasy

world. Tolkien and C.S. Lewis
are often brought up as ex-
amples. But are Tolkien and
Lewis the standard for discern-
ment? Even so, Lewis did not
endorse the occult. And if Tolk-
ien did, does that make it okay?
(When I was an astrologer, my
witch clients and friends loved
Tolkien, by the way). Yes, Lewis
and Tolkien wrote fantasy novels
that included magical elements,
but the question for Christians
should be, is the fantasy (in any
story) centered on the occult, and
what does God say about the
occult?

MORE ABOUT HARRY

Depicted as a skinny boy having
knobby knees, Harry has a thin face,
black hair, and bright green eyes. He
wears round glasses that are held
together with tape. He has an unusual
lightning-bolt shaped scar on his fore-
head, the result of his encounter with
the Dark Lord Voldemort at age one.
His picture appears on the cover of
each book.

Harry’s parents, James and Lily
Potter, were killed by Voldemort
when Harry was a year old. Harry
inherited his magical abilities from his
father who was a wizard. His mother,
however, was muggle-born. A
Muggle, in the Potter novels, is a term
used to identify any person who does
not possess magical powers or is an
ordinary person and not a witch.

Harry is being raised by the family
of his mother’s sister, the Dursleys.
Uncle Vernon, Aunt Petunia, and a
spoiled-brat Cousin Dudley are his
only living relatives. He does have a
godfather, Sirius, who has become his
confidant. Because of his involvement
in magic, which the Dursleys hate,
““Harry was about as welcome in their
house as dry rot.”> To the Dursleys’
credit, they did provide a home or a
room for him, but it is very obvious
that they are more concerned about
themselves than Harry.

Harry is an underage wizard who
attends Hogwarts, a very special
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school. There he is learning about
sorcery, developing magical abilities,
and working his way through the
levels of wizardry. Following his first
year at Hogwarts, Harry is just count-
ing the days until he can return. As
Harry leaves for school, the story
moves into the extraordinary world of
magic and sorcery, where the excite-
ment is and the climax occurs.

In the latest offering, Harry is now
14 years old and has just completed
his fourth year at the school. He has
learned much, used his wand success-
fully, and attempted many spells.
Next year he will take his O.W.L.
(Ordinary Wizarding Level) exam.

Uncle Vernon loves to explain
Harry’s long absence by telling every-
one that Harry was at ““St. Brutus’s
Secure Center for Incurable Criminal
Boys,” indicating something of his
contempt for both Harry and Hog-
warts. When the school year ends,
Harry returns home to the Dursleys
and back to the ordinary world.

The major conflict is between Harry
and Voldemort, his archenemy. After
the initial clash between the two,
when Harry’s parents were killed,
Voldemort turns his wand on Harry
and performs a curse that has killed
many a wizard, but it did not work
on Harry. The curse rebounds on
Voldemort, greatly diminishing his
power. Voldemort is regaining his
power and the conflict is becoming
more intense with each book. Volde-
mort is intent on destroying Harry.

Despite being bitter enemies, Harry
and Voldemort are similar in several
ways. They are both “half-bloods”
who were orphaned and raised by
Muggles. In addition, Harry and
Voldemort are both Parselmouths;
they have the ability to speak to
snakes.® But throughout, Harry is
presented as a good wizard or sor-
cerer and Voldemort as the most
powerful dark wizard. Witches and
wizards fear Voldemort, and abstain
from even mentioning his name. In-
stead, they refer to him as “You-
know-who.”

As those who have read any of the

Harry Potter books can attest, there is
something about Harry that draws
people to him. Perhaps it is that he is
presented in some fashion as a geek
who is misunderstood and bullied, or
that he is an underdog who, with
help from his friends and from magic
and sorcery, is able to triumph over
his situation. Whatever the reason,
readers definitely consider Harry to
be cool.

HOGWARTS
SCHOOL OF WITCHCRAFT
AND WIZARDRY

On his eleventh birthday, Harry is
told, “yer a wizard.” He also learns
that he has been ““accepted” to attend
Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and
Wizardry, a school which “was
founded over a thousand years ago —
the precise date is uncertain — by the
four greatest witches and wizards of
the age. The four school Houses are
named after them: Godric Gryffindor,
Helga Hufflepuff, Rowena Raven-
claw, and Salazar Slytherin.”7 A sort-
ing hat is used to decide which of
these houses an incoming student
goes into. For Harry, the hat chose
Gryffindor. When Harry arrives at
Hogwarts, he is truly amazed that so
many in the sorcery world know his
name.

Hogwarts is a vocational institution
of learning that trains junior and
senior high school-age students to
become sorcerers. It exists in the
ordinary world, but it is magically
camouflaged (“bewitched”) so ordi-
nary people are not aware of it.
Perhaps it is best understood as a
magical world-within-the-world. Her-
mione explains this concept by saying
that Muggles do not see Hogwarts as
it is. Instead, what they see is a
“moldering old ruin with a sign over
the entrance saying DANGER, DO
NOT ENTER, UNSAFE."8

Then there is also the gigantic
World Cup Stadium, with its im-
mense gold walls surrounding the
field. At times it is filled with 100,000
witches and wizards from all over the
world who are there for the champi-
onship Quidditch games. It is also

best understood as a magical world-
within-the-world. Instead of camou-
flage, like that used at Hogswart, the
stadium is protected in a different
way. Hermione explains that Muggles
know nothing about the stadium or
the games nor could they see it
because it is protected by “Muggle
Repelling Charms.” “Every time
Muggles have got anywhere near here
all year, they’ve suddenly remem-
bered urgent appointments and had
to dash away again,” Harry is told.?

The curriculum at Hogwarts spe-
cializes in aspects related to the oc-
cult. It includes such courses as the
History of Magic, Divination, Spells,
Charms, Care of Magical Creatures,
and Defense Against Dark Arts. But
Hogwarts is to be differentiated from
other institutions of witchcraft and
wizardry. It aligns itself on the side of
good sorcery or white witchcraft, a
benevolent kind of magic through
which good ends can be achieved and
evil spells undone. At Hogwarts, stu-
dents are told not to use the dark arts
or black magic. Rather, they are
taught how to defend against it when
it is used on them.

SOME OBSERVATIONS

First of all, behind all the interest in
the Harry Potter series may lie a
yearning in our age for something
beyond this world, a fascination with
the mysterious that our daily experi-
ence does not satisfy. Education in the
everyday “Muggle” world seems to
be so ‘““anti” anything beyond the
natural world that many may be
realizing the insufficiency of such a
worldview. They may have come to
the conclusion that not everything is
explainable in terms of matter and the
natural world nor by reason.

These books may provide for many
a welcomed alternative in their way
of perceiving things to naturalism and
humanism. Our prayers should be
that those who begin perceiving
something beyond the natural will not
stop there but continue to the super-
natural, where they can discover the
mystery and majesty of God and
experience the forgiveness of sins that
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comes only through a personal rela-
tionship with His Son, Jesus Christ.

OCCULT PARADIGM

Second, from all reports, there
seems to be a growing interest in the
occult and witchcraft these days, par-
ticularly among the younger gener-
ation. The worldview expressed in
these books is compatible with their
interests and with the paradigm pre-
sented by the occult and witchcraft
today. Witchcraft is not perceived as
supernatural but as a super-science in
which power exists that can be
tapped into. This power is taken to be
neutral and can be used for good or
evil.

Students at Hogwarts understand
this to be true. Power for wizards and
witches is gained through inheritance
and also through learning. Harry,
whose father was a wizard, is learn-
ing to be a good wizard, using this
power in a good way. Voldemort, on
the other hand, whose mother was a
witch, has gone over to the dark side.
He uses power in a bad way, for evil
purposes.10

As such, the worldview espoused in
the Harry Potter series is at odds with
the Christian worldview because it
ignores the existence of an all-power-
ful God. He is the Creator and is
sovereign over creation. He is also a
moral God, having created man as a
moral being and giving him the Bible
by which he can know right from
wrong. The Bible claims that the
power itself in magic and sorcery is
evil. Involvement in magic and sor-
cery are consistently forbidden.

Young Harry seems to make magic
and occultism so benign, yet in Deu-
teronomy 18:9-14, practically all the
types of magic prevalent at that time
and presently in the Harry Potter
books are forbidden. This would in-
clude divination, spells and charms,
witchcraft and wizardry, and all
forms of spiritism. Scripture forbids
studying the movements of the plan-
ets to apply to one’s life the findings.
Consider God’s admonition recorded
by the prophet Isaiah:

“All the counsel you have re-
ceived has only worn you out!
Let your astrologers come for-
ward, those stargazers who make
predictions month by month, let
them save you from what is
coming upon you. Surely they
are like stubble; the fire will burn
them up. They cannot even save
themselves from the power of
the flame. Here are no coals to
warm anyone; here is no fire to
sit by”” (Isaiah 47:13-14).

And another warning from Scrip-
ture comes through the prophet
Jeremiah:

“This is what the LORD says:
‘Do not learn the ways of the
nations or be terrified by signs in
the sky, though the nations are
terrified by them’” (Jeremiah
10:2).

Simply put, the occult begins with a
rejection of God and then offers some
poor substitutes, a variety of magical
practices, in His place.

DANGEROUS SOURCES

Third, the author has considerable
knowledge of the occult in order to
bring factual and folklore elements
from it together with fiction as she
does so well in these books. Rowling
uses ideas from folklore such as
witches riding broomsticks, terms
such as divination to gain extra-
natural knowledge or knowledge
about the future, and concepts such as
scrying or crystallomancy to find lost
objects, and she portrays them accu-
rately in her books.

She also has knowledge of some of
the famous occultists of the past. An
example of this is her reference in her
first book to Nicolas Flamel as the
partner of Albus Dumbledore, the
greatest headmaster of Hogwarts
ever.ll Dumbledore is fictional, but
Flamel is not. Even if one considers
the Stouffer lawsuit against Rowling
frivolous, not every other thing in
Harry Potter is from the imagination
of Rowling. She has had to research
or most certainly has been exposed to
occultic writings and practices.

As the story develops, Harry and
his friends research Flamel in the
library. They discover that he was the
only known maker of the Sorcerer’s
Stone. The Elixir of Life, which gives
immortality, is associated with the
Stone. Flamel, now 665 years old,
appears to have gained immortality,
but only as long as the Stone exists.
When Dumbledore destroys the
Stone, Flamel and his wife Perenelle
die.12

Flamel actually was a 14th century
alchemist. It is said that he was able
to turn mercury into gold and that he
did discover the Elixir of Life.13

GLARING DISSIMILARITIES

Fourth, at first glance, the thought
that the author draws upon the legacy
of fellow British writer, C.S. Lewis,
and his popular children’s books
about the land of Narnia seems plau-
sible as mentioned earlier. Like Lewis,
Rowling has created a fantasy world
involving young British children who
encounter magical creatures. There
are good characters and evil villains
in both series. As Lewis wrote seven
books in his series, so Rowling has
planned for seven books in her series.
But that is about as far as the
Lewis-Rowling similarities go.

The Harry Potter series is simply
not Christian allegory, and the fantasy
world in it is very different from
Narnia. In Narnia, Jesus is presented
in the character of Aslan the great
lion. He is the creator and sovereign
ruler of the land. No comparable
character exists in the Harry Potter
books (even though some see Harry’s
mother as Christ-like in that she gave
her life for her son, and a few have
predicted that Harry may yet be
“messianic”’). Regarding power, in
Narnia, good power comes from
Aslan [Jesus] and is used in accor-
dance with his will. Evil power is that
which is seized or conjured up.

In the Harry Potter books, power
simply exists and is used for good
and for evil purposes. Apart from
pragmatism, there appears to be no
basis for good and evil in any abso-
lute sense.
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UNWELCOME MOTIFS

Finally, given the impressionable
nature of so many young readers,
there are some recurring themes in
these books that are bothersome. One
is the low view of “Muggles,” those
who do not use magic. They are
portrayed negatively and considered
to be ignorant. They rely on electricity
and batteries, and on computers and
radar, instead of magic. In contrast,
sorcery is presented positively and
exalted. By extension, could Chris-
tians committed to a biblical world
view be seen as “Muggles” or at least
seen negatively as uninformed and
not with it?

Another is the focus on the use of
magic to get back at someone or to
overcome difficult challenges. A good
example of the first would be the time
when Harry caused every part of his
Uncle Vernon’s sister Marge’s body to
inflate. His comment is: “She deserves
it.”14 An example of the latter can be
seen in Goblet of Fire when Harry
employs his magical arts as he takes
on the three tasks in the Triwizard
Tournament.1>

WHAT'S A
CHRISTIAN TO DO?

Many Christians and Christian or-
ganizations have taken a strong stand
against the Harry Potter series be-
cause of its occult worldview and
content. Some flatly state that it is
pagan and not Christian and should
not be read. They fear that readers
might realize the reality of sorcery
and desire it, thereby using the books
as a springboard into actual practice.
They see these books as being a very
real primer for the occult. Another
concern is that the books may desen-
sitize children to the occult.

Yet, others hail from the opposite
end of the spectrum, asserting the
works are just plain fiction and fan-
tasy. As such, it is claimed, very little,
if any, caution should be raised.

An alternative response might be to
read one of the Potter books with a
child to help him develop his ability
to use the Bible to discern right from

wrong. As you read it together, ex-
plain to him how its worldview and
specific content are contrary to Scrip-
ture. Then let him try to note what he
can and explain it to you. Teaching
discernment to any Christian, and
especially to those in the younger
generation, is definitely a goal worth
pursuing.

Marcia Montenegro offers similar
counsel:

“Harry Potter glorifies the occult.
God condemns the occult.
Should we take a book lightly
that endorses what God has so
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An alternative response might be to
read one of the Potter books with a
child to help him develop his ability
to use the Bible to discern right from

wrong.

seriously forbidden? If your chil-
dren are already reading these
books, then use the books as a
tool to teach them from God’s
word what He says about the
occult. Teach them how to share
this information gently and lov-
ingly with their friends. It is
essential that they be equipped to
deal with the increasing accep-
tance of occultism in our cul-
ture.”16

As the Apostle Paul wrote to the
Thessalonians, so may we do today:

“Examine everything carefully;
hold fast to that which is good;
abstain from every form of evil”
(1 Thessalonians 5:21-22).
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EDITORIALS

(continued from page 2)

Another advertisement promotes a ‘‘campmeeting”
with Bob Shattles, which claims that “Gold Dust comes
upon him when he preaches.”

It's not just the advertising in Charisma that demon-
strates a lack of accountability. Articles in the anniver-
sary edition repeatedly gloss over facts, exclude informa-
tion that would undermine their philosophy and present
half-truths. In a piece on John Wimber, details of the late
“Power Evangelism” advocate’s ongoing struggles with
cancer, strokes and heart disease are absent. Wimber
taught a “signs and wonders” Christianity, but failed to
achieve in his own life what he taught. One wouldn't
know it from reading the Charisma piece.

Another story examined the disgraced ministry of
televangelist Robert Tilton through the eyes of his
ex-wife, Marte. A photograph with the article contains a
caption that says, “‘Tilton was often criticized in the 1980s
for his prosperity message.”

Tilton’s messages went far beyond a simple “prosper-
ity message” to shameless financial exploitation of his
audience. Tilton frequently used spiritual intimidation as
he demanded money from his viewers.

“[You say,] ‘Well, I want to give a hundred’ or ‘I want
to give two hundred and fifty,” he would often say.
“Nope. Nope. Let me tell you something, if you don’t
have faith to make a vow of faith to God for a thousand
dollars and believe that He’s going to show you where to
get the seed to pay on it or pay it the best you can, it
won’t work.”

In addition, the focus of the criticism that brought
about his ruin was not his ““prosperity”” theology but his
illegal and unethical fund-raising activities — accusations
that Marte denies in the article. Repentance from a lavish
lifestyle, lawsuits, and divorces are all missing from the
magazine’s report.

The periodical also devoted three pages in its anniver-
sary issue to Hinn, the faith healer who twice was
featured on the cover. Charisma offered readers a
sampling of Hinn’s prophecies:

Hinn predicts that a group of Israeli rabbis will see a
vision of Jesus so magnificent that they will preach the
gospel in their synagogues; within two years there will
be a new pope; a young Egyptian male converted from
Islam will preach the gospel so well that hundreds of
thousands of Muslims will accept Christ.

Yet, by virtue of a series of prophecies Hinn made on
Dec. 31, 1989, he already had proved himself a false
prophet by Charisma’s own standards in Strang’s March
1999 editorial, “The Vital Gift of Prophecy.”

Editor J. Lee Grady, in his “First Word” editorial,
concedes that in the 1980s the Charismatic movement
had problems. He writes: “We sought the Holy Spirit’s
touch so we could claim our anointing and our divine
prosperity. Some evangelists even taught us to ‘write our

own tickets with God” by demanding that He fulfill all
our materialistic desires. What began as sincere Christian
faith became infected with nauseating selfishness. At that
point, I believe the Lord withdrew His blessing and
moved on.”

However, one reading Charisma in the 1980s never
would have suspected that “the Lord withdrew His
blessing and moved on.” It has always been business as
usual in its articles and advertisements, which foster a
spiritual elitism of ““anointed” men and women while
glossing over sin and ignoring false doctrine and false
prophecy.

Even today, as Grady denounces as ‘“‘nauseating
selfishness” the idea that we can ““write our own tickets
with God,” Charisma profiles and honors Kenneth Hagin
Sr., the evangelist who taught his followers “how to
write your own ticket with God,” without ever noting
the inconsistency.

Hagin contended that the basis of his ““You can have
what you say” theology came by direct revelation from
Jesus Christ. Hagin told his readers, “Then the Lord
Jesus Himself appeared to me. I saw him as clearly as I
would see you” as Jesus gave him the four points of how
to write your own ticket with God. The Charisma tribute
passes over this and other of Hagin’s unorthodox
theology claiming, “Though he has his share of critics —
including some who have called him a heretic — Hagin
ignores them and says he would not change a thing
about what he has taught through the years.”

Regrettably, for most of its 25 years, the Charisma
legacy — like that of its electronic counterpart, Trinity
Broadcasting Network — has been one of an unabashed
advancement of men and women who undermine the
authority and sufficiency of God’s Word, quash scrip-
tural discernment, distort proper biblical understanding
for their own gain, and bring reproach upon the Gospel
with undisciplined lives and heretical theologies.

—MKG

NEWS UPDATES

(continued from page 3)

Lucia de Jesus dos Santos, now 93, who is the last of the
Fatima visionaries living. The revelation was said to
state, ““the ‘bishop clothed in white’ ... makes his way
with great effort toward the cross amid the corpses of
those who were martyred (bishops, priests, men and
women religious, and many lay persons), he too falls to
the ground, apparently dead, under a burst of gunfire.”

Despite the Nostradamus-like style of the prophecy,
writer Frank Morriss, in the Catholic publication Wan-
derer, charged that “‘these revelations of Fatima so
guaranteed by prophecy specifically fulfilled should
surely be something for a needed reflection by the large
portion of Christianity that withdrew from the Catholic
tradition. Does not Protestantism need to wonder
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whether it has denied a source of religious understand-
ing by its virtual abandonment of Mary?”

Sodano added: “After the assassination attempt of May
13, 1981, it appeared evident to His Holiness that it was
‘a motherly hand which guided the bullet's path,’
enabling the ‘dying Pope” to halt ‘at the threshold of
death.”” Since the time of the assassination attempt, John
Paul II had repeatedly given credit to “Our Lady of
Fatima” for saving his life. The pontiff's would-be, now
penitent, assassin has also indicated a devotion to Mary.
Upon his soon release from his Italian prison, his
immediate plans include travel to Fatima to express
thanks to the Virgin Mary for her intervention of his
assassination plot against the pope.

The date May 13 is significant to the Fatima revela-
tions. In addition to being the date of the assassination
attempt against the pope, it was the day in 1917 which
the three children received their first of six professed
visions of the Virgin Mary. It now also marks the day in
which the remaining secret was revealed.

The disclosure of this last vision was in conjunction
with the pontiff’s visit to Fatima. His recent trip to
Portugal was to beatify Francisco Marto and his younger
sister Jacinta, the two deceased Fatima visionaries. In
Catholicism, beatification is the last formal act prior to
being ““canonized” or declared to be a “Saint.” It can
only be conferred after a person’s death. According to the
Associated Press report, “The Vatican said the two are
the first children who did not die as martyrs to be so
honored.” The children both died as a result of the
“Spanish influenza” epidemic within a few years of their
purported Marian visions. Francisco died in 1919 at age
10, Jacinta the following year at age 9.

The current pope has expressed an ongoing devotion to
Mary. Sodano said in his prepared speech that the pontiff
“wishes his pilgrimage [to Fatima] to be a renewed
gesture of gratitude to our Lady for her protection
during these years of his papacy.” He concluded his
remarks with, “Let us thank Our Lady of Fatima for her
protection. To her maternal intercession let us entrust the
Church of the Third Millennium.”

It was in October 1930 when the Catholic church
sanctioned and supported the apparitions of Fatima,
saying they were worthy of belief and endorsed devotion
to “Our Lady of Fatima.”

—MKG

NO "FREE PARKING” FOR
JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES

A Jehovah’s Witness who questioned certain financial
practices by the Watchtower at its conventions in
Tacoma, Wash., has been disfellowshipped from the sect.

Bruce Baker, 51, was a lifelong Jehovah’s Witness and
for several years served on the local Watchtower
Convention Committee. The Tacoma WCC oversees
various functions of Watchtower conventions, which
are held at the Tacoma Dome during the summer.

Baker’s dilemma began in January when he learned
from a fellow member of the committee that the
Watchtower’s contract with the Tacoma Dome explic-
itly prohibits fees from being charged for parking.
Baker told the Tacoma Reporter that ‘“Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses are frequently told that to not pay the parking
‘contribution” would be a sin.” According to the
newspaper’s associate editor, Bryan Winchell, “With
over 10,000 attendees at the three-day convention, the
Watchtower Society collects over $120,000 from the
parking ‘donations’ of one convention.”

The New York-based headquarters of the sect
apparently sanctioned the ‘““parking contribution.” A
February letter to the Tacoma WCC stated, “Parking
Department attendants should be on hand in full force
when the lots open each morning. Otherwise delegates
[Jehovah’s Witnesses] park and do not contribute, which
is unfair to those who come later and make a
contribution.”

Baker also suggested that Watchtower leadership is
not beyond strong-arm tactics to keep its current policy
enforced. In a letter to various city officials, he stated
that the New York headquarters has “strongly inti-
mated that if the Dome tries to flex with pricing at all
they will pull out and go somewhere else.”

Baker, in his crisis of conscience, also has begun to
question the Watchtower Society’s claim of being the
only true channel of communication to God. His
excommunication has led to being shunned by his
oldest daughter and son-in-law and loss of contact with
his 19-month-old granddaughter. Other friends who
are still active Jehovah’s Witnesses also have ostracized
him.

—MKG

HINN'S CHURCH
ANNOUNCES MERGER

Final closure was brought to Benny Hinn’s career as
the pastor of the World Outreach Church when it was
announced that Clint Brown and his Faith World Church
would merge with Hinn’s former church.

According to a report in the August issue of Charisma
magazine, “Hinn hammered out a plan for Brown to
purchase WOC’s church facilities and to relocate Brown’s
1,300-member Faith World to the more centrally located
WOC campus north of downtown Orlando.” Brown and
Faith World receive WOC’s facilities and 30 acres of
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property and will assume its $5.7 million debt. Both Hinn
and Brown say they “loathe” the suggestion that Hinn
““sold” his congregation.

Brown and his Faith World Church already had bought
21 acres of land and were within a week of laying a
foundation for a new facility when the call came from
Hinn soliciting the merger. Brown determined Hinn’s call
to be “one from the Lord” and altered the church’s plans
from building to merging. Brown moved to Florida and
founded Faith World in 1993 after being the worship
leader for Rod Parsley’s World Harvest Church in
Columbus, Ohio, for six years.

Hinn unveiled plans and broke ground for the Orlando
Christian Center in 1983. It later became known as the
World Outreach Center, then World Outreach Church.
During the late 1990s, he began several major relocations.
He first moved his television production and then his
family to Southern California. Then last year, he said
God told him to move his ministry’s operations to the
Dallas-Fort Worth area.

—MKG

TBN MOVIE DRAWS
COPYRIGHT SUIT

A suit filed in U.S. District Court in Los Angeles
alleges that parts of Trinity Broadcasting Network’s
movie The Omega Code were plagiarized. Sylvia Fleener, a
West Virginia minister, charges that Paul and Jan Crouch
“willfully copied” sections of her novel, The Omega
Syndrome which she wrote in 1989 and copyrighted in
1996.

The suit claims Fleener financially supported TBN for a
number of years. She gave a copy of her book to the
Southern California-based television ministry by way of
“mutual friends and associates” prior to the production
of the film according to a report in The Orange County
(Calif.) Register. Fleener's work is said to have “many
similarities” in “story, plot, characters and themes” to
the TBN movie. She is seeking $40 million in damages.

Daniel Quisenberry, attorney for Fleener, told the
newspaper that his client “was told 3%z years ago that
she would live only two years. She feels that she has
been preserved to bring the matter forward.” TBN's
attorney, Colby May, responded that ‘“Challenging the
independent development of ‘The Omega Code’ is flat
wrong.” He added, “Be clear that “The Omega Code’ was
an original work which Trinity [Broadcasting Network]
had separately commissioned.”

TBN’s motion picture was released to theaters across
the country in October 1999 and earned a respectable
share of attendance ratings for the fall season. Earlier this
year, it moved to the home video market where it

received similar acceptance and profitability. The film
cost $7 million to produce. A sequel, The Omega Code II is
currently in production.

—MKG

VINEYARD GETS
NEW LEADER

The man who assumed the leadership of the Associa-
tion of Vineyard Churches following the death of “’signs
and wonders” guru John Wimber, has resigned. Todd
Hunter announced his resignation via e-mail to fellow
Vineyard pastors on May 3. He held the office of national
director and board president since January 1998. Wimber,
the movement’s initial leader since 1979, died in Novem-
ber 1997.

During Wimber’s tenure, Hunter was an advocate of
the manifestations displayed at celebrated Vineyard
churches, including those at the former Airport Vineyard
in Toronto, pastored by John Arnott. During a 1994
worship service held at the Mission Viejo, Calif., Vine-
yard church, Hunter proclaimed among the unrestrained
shrieks and wild pandemonium, “This is normal Chris-
tianity.”

According to a news item in Charisma magazine,
“Though Hunter is relinquishing his leadership duties,
he is not leaving the Vineyard movement.” The report
also indicated that the Vineyard had grown under
Hunter’s leadership, planting new churches and concen-
trating upon ministry to younger people. Kevin Springer,
Wimber’s coauthor, said, “Todd did a great job of taking
us to the next step.”

Berten Waggoner, a former Assembly of God minister,
was chosen by the Vineyard’s National Board to succeed
Hunter. Waggoner has been a pastor in the Vineyard
movement since 1989 and said he does not want the
appointment to be permanent.

—MKG

HUBBARD-BASED
FILM BOMBS

Battlefield Earth, a major motion picture based on the
science-fiction novel of the same name by Scientology
founder L. Ron Hubbard, was pummeled with scathing
reviews shortly after its release in May and staggered at
the box office. Film critic Roger Ebert said the movie
was “like taking a bus trip with someone who has
needed a bath for a long time. It's not merely bad; it’s
unpleasant in a hostile way.”

The $80 million film was spearheaded by actor John
Travolta, who used his influence in Hollywood to get the
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movie made. “I can get things done that a studio might
not normally do,” Travolta told the New York Daily News.

Travolta has long professed Scientology and has
reached its highest rank: “Operating Thetan.” People of
such rank purportedly can control ‘“matter, energy,
space, time, form and life,” but apparently not film
reviews.

Initial fears that the film would be a recruiting tool for
the Church of Scientology proved exaggerated. The
movie contains traces of Scientology beliefs, but its
lackluster showing mitigated even that small opportunity
for influence.

—MKG

NO MURDER CONVICTION
IN O'HAIR CASE

Without the bodies of notorious atheist Madalyn
Murray O’Hair or her son or granddaughter, prosecutors
were unable to get the kidnapping and murder convic-
tions they had sought. Following four days of delibera-
tion, a jury acquitted Gary Karr on June 2 of conspiracy
to kidnap, but found him guilty on four counts of
extorting money from the atheist leader and her organi-
zation’s bank accounts. He was sentenced Aug. 4.

O’Hair, her son, Jon Garth Murray, and granddaughter,
Robin Murray O’Hair, all vanished in August 1995.

Shortly after their disappearance, rumors began to
circulate. Some believed the threesome had been mur-
dered. Others suggested they had depleted the organiza-
tion’s bank accounts themselves and fled the country.

Prosecutors claimed O’Hair and her family members
were kidnapped and she was made to transfer over a
half-million dollars of organization funds to a coin dealer
who in turn converted it to gold coins. Cash withdrawals
on the family’s credit cards also showed up dating just
before the disappearance.

During the two-week trial, Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion agents gave evidence that linked Karr to the alleged
murders. Additionally, prosecutors presented fellow
inmates of Karr who testified that he had boasted about
his involvement in the murders. During the investigation,
Karr was in a Detroit prison and is said to have
confessed to participating in the murders. He supposedly
drew a map to show authorities where to locate the
bodies. Karr’s lawyer disputed the charge his client had
implicated himself. Several searches by authorities failed
to locate the bodies, which they claim may have washed
away or been eaten by wild animals.

Karr’s defense included witnesses who said they saw
the O’Hair family members alive after the disappearance
and alleged murders. Officials believe Karr worked
together with David Waters and two others. Waters, who
had served time in prison with Karr, was a former office
manager for O'Hair and her atheist group.

—MKG
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PUNISHMENT BECAUSE OF THEIR UNBELIEF.

VIII. Tur GOSPEL BY WHICH WE ARE SAVED BEING SUMMED IN THE DEATH, BURIAL AND RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD JESUS
CHRIST.

IX. Tue CHurcH BEING THE Bopy oF CHrist, UNITED IN THE HoLy SPIRIT, CONSISTING OF THOSE WHO HAVE RECEIVED JESUS
CHRIST AS SAVIOR. A LOCAL CHURCH IS AN ORGANIZED ASSEMBLY OF BELIEVERS UNITED FOR THE PURPOSE OF CARRYING OUT THE
Greatr Commission oF CHRIST.

X. THE GREAT COMMISSION OF CHRIST BEING TO PREACH THE GOSPEL TO ALL MEN, BAPTIZING AND DISCIPLING THOSE WHO HAVE
BELIEVED.
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Books in Review

FIND IT FAST IN THE BIBLE
by Ron Rhodes
Harvest House Publishers, 303 pages, $11.99

Apologist Ron Rhodes’ latest book is a Bible reference
tool with more than 8,000 Scripture passage addresses
speaking to more than 1,000 subjects. It is a great
resource to retrieve biblical information and quotations
on a wide variety of subject matter. Because of the
breadth of topics Rhodes includes, his volume is a
worthier effort than other similar works.

The entries are listed alphabetically and each contains a
brief description of the Scripture reference cited. This
framework allows for a swift (hence the book’s title) and
more effective retrieval of biblical passages being
searched on a particular item. Many entries contain
association to other corresponding topics (for example,
under “Infanticide” the reader is also told to “‘See
Abortion”). From ““Anger” to ““Zeal” or from “*Athletics”
to the ““Zodiac,” this work’s range of subjects is prolific.

The volume will benefit every Christian. Its worth
includes not only great apologetic value but will aid
one’s own personal study of the Scriptures and in the
counseling of others with the Word.

—MKG

THE COMING

LAST DAYS TEMPLE
by Randall Price
Harvest House Publishers, 732 pages, $14.99

A Dbook of this caliber is indeed rare. I do not think I
have ever seen this much information for so little a cost
— even by yesterday’s standards. While not agreeing
with everything in the book, the overall value and the
massive amount of information make that a minor issue.

Randall Price’s book is everything you ever wanted to
know about the Temple and Temple Mount, as well as
things you never even thought of asking. He brings his
archaeological background and his times spent in Israel
to this study. He presents a sweeping and comprehensive
treatment of the Jewish Temple, past, present and future.

The complex issue of Islam’s ownership of the Temple
Mount is discussed as well as the history of Muslim
commitment to the site. The Temple Mount’s status as a
political tinderbox is thoroughly analyzed. His chapters
on “The Hunt for the Holy Heifer” and “Preparing a
Priesthood” are insights into the Orthodox Jewish
obsession with building a Temple and their present-day
dilemmas and roadblocks. The story of the foundation
stone for a rebuilt temple is fascinating. The preparations
of harps and vessels are elaborated upon.

Though the book is decidedly dispensational and
pretribulational, the history of the Temple and Temple
area and the information on the current climate with
modern-day Jewish organizations pushing to rebuild will
be an education for all prophetic persuasions. The recent
re-emergence of the right wing in Israel gives this book
more timeliness and immediacy than ever.

The book includes many charts and illustrations as well
as a 23-page chronology of the Temple’s history from
2,000 B.C. to a projected millennial Temple. Price
provides 60 pages of endnotes and a ‘“‘Directory of
Temple Organizations,” complete with phone numbers
and e-mail addresses. There is a 22-page listing of
resources for further Temple study along with a subject
index, a Scripture index and a Jewish text index. This
book is a mini-dictionary and encyclopedia of Temple
studies. These sections alone are worth the price of the
book.

This reviewer owns a number of books on the Temple
Mount written from various persuasions but none has
the scope and range of this new volume. It is a treasure
showing enormous time and research.

Seldom do books bring together biblical understanding
and archaeological savvy, along with a balanced, well-
documented understanding of current events, without
being sensationalistic. Price does well as he weaves past
history with current political tensions in Israel.

If this future Temple — the Jewish right says not “if”
but “when”” — is going to be built for the evil Antichrist,
why would anyone be interested in helping or even want
to see it built? Are the Christian groups involved in this
really off the mark? Price has some interesting answers to
this and other thorny questions that may surprise the
readers.

Regardless of your prophetic persuasion, this book is a
worthwhile read.

—GRF

Editor’s Note: The publications featured in PFO’s Books in Review section are available from Personal Freedom Outreach (P.O. Box 26062, Saint
Louis, Missouri 63136). Please add $1.75 to the price listed for shipping and handling. Due to occasional price changes by the publishers, the

retail amounts listed are subject to change without notice. These publications are also available to those who help to financially support the work

of PFO. Please see our funds appeal flyer for details.
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