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by J. Greg SherylChristian bookstores are full of
books written by — or ghost-written
for — people so out of touch with
scriptural reality that the messages
conveyed are bad at their very core.

Then there are books
by Jonathan Cahn,
who has obscured
what could have been
a worthwhile message
about repentance be-
hind claims of insight
into scriptural and
prophetic mystery.

Cahn, a Messianic
Jewish pastor/rabbi,
rose to fame as a re-
sult of his first book,
The Harbinger,1 pub-
lished in 2012. To
date, he has written
two more2 and has
said that he will write
a sequel to The Harbin-
ger.3 DVDs based on
The Harbinger and featuring Cahn
have been produced4 and he appears
in several YouTube videos.

Charisma Media has published all
three of Cahn’s current books, the

Cahn uses the word ‘‘mystery’’ to
describe many of his teachings.
Among the titles he’s employed are
‘‘The Hanukkah Endtime Mystery,’’
‘‘The Mystery of the Leper King,’’

‘‘The Yoma Myster-
ies,’’ ‘‘The Mystery of
the Rains,’’ ‘‘The Mys-
tery of the Ilanot,’’ and
‘‘The Masada Mys-
tery.’’6

The Harbinger’s sub-
title is The Ancient
Mystery that Holds the
Secret of America’s Fu-
ture. His latest book is
The Mystery of the
Shemitah, in which he
uses the word ‘‘mys-
tery’’ at least 236 times
in 276 pages. Cahn’s
books frequently are
described in words
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THE REAL IDENTITY
OF BLACK HEBREWS

Near the end of 2014, The Times of Israel reported, ‘‘The
spiritual leader of Israel’s Black Hebrews movement, Ben
Ammi Ben-Israel, 75, died suddenly on Saturday [Dec.
27], plunging the community into grief and disbelief.’’

Not many people, including well-informed Christians,
have heard of Ben Ammi Ben-Israel. However, for nearly
half a century, Ben-Israel flew under most of the world’s
radar. He reportedly ruled over more than 3,000 people
and was seen by devotees as God’s representative on
earth. He presided over the majority of his flock
southwest of Masada in Dimona, Israel, in the Negev
desert. There are also small clusters of followers in Arad,
Mitzpe Ramon, and Tiberius.

Most historical reports agree that Ben-Israel was born
Ben Carter in 1939 in Chicago.

Members of Carter’s group — some label it a commune
— call themselves Black Hebrews, Black Jews, the
Kingdom of Yah, and also African Hebrew Israelites of
Jerusalem. They are not recognized by the Rabbinate or
the government of Israel as true Jews. True Jews are born
of a Jewish mother or go through the stipulated rites of
conversion to Judaism.

As far back as 1969, Carter’s people came to Israel in
trickles on 90-day tourist visas. Skirting the law and

living there illegally did not seem to bother them. Group
members ignored their visas’ expiration dates and settled
in. The group grew as more arrived as ‘‘tourists’’ and as
members had children in Israel. They are energetic and
enterprising. They earn income for their community
through traveling reggae and jazz bands, profits from
their garment and jewelry factories, and through several
vegetarian restaurants. Their Tel Aviv vegan establish-
ment is called Taam Ha-Chaim, meaning ‘‘taste of life.’’

The Black Hebrews have what they call a Prophetic
Priesthood. These men dress in holy garments (their
term) patterned after the Old Testament priestly apparel.
Sadly, they do not understand — or reject — the biblical
truth that Jesus Christ fulfills the Old Testament priest-
hood perfectly and eternally, as explained in Hebrews
7:11-28.

On May 30, 2003, Carter’s people were given a visit
and a ‘‘thumbs up’’ by the late singer and actress
Whitney Houston. (Houston claimed a Baptist upbring-
ing.) It is reported that she had friends in the group.
Houston’s endorsement may have helped to somewhat
legitimize Carter’s group at the time, because Israeli
news reporters were fascinated by the story.

The Israeli government early on discussed deporting
them, but later relented out of fear of being portrayed as
racist. Following Houston’s visit, the Israeli government
granted the group members resident status and work

(continues on page 21)
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WARREN PREACHES
MARS HILL’S FAREWELL

Following months of turmoil and controversy resulting
from the misdeeds of its founding and lead pastor Mark
Driscoll, Mars Hill Church, the Seattle-based
megachurch, officially closed its doors at the end of last
year. In late December the church posted on its website
that, ‘‘This Sunday, December 28th, will be our final
Sunday as Mars Hill Church.’’ The post further stated,
‘‘Our dear friend Pastor Rick Warren from Saddleback
Church has graciously offered to preach the final sermon
for us.’’

Warren’s sermon, based upon Romans 8:28-29 and John
12:24, was delivered via a prerecorded video and was
shown at all of the church’s various campuses. According
to a news article in The Christian Post, ‘‘The megachurch
is selling or transferring all property. The Mars Hill name
and brand will also be completely dissolved by the end
of the year.’’ A spokesman for the church noted, ‘‘Mars
Hill will cease to exist after Dec. 31, 2014.’’ However,
eleven of the church’s satellite campuses are still meeting
and have become independent churches. Those locations
‘‘will be under new leadership and will no longer be
affiliated with the Mars Hill brand,’’ the Post also
reported.

Warren concluded his message by outlining several
items for the congregation to follow in the wake of the
church’s dissolution. He told them to refuse to be bitter,

MALARKEY RECANTS
VISIT TO HEAVEN

In what was advertised as ‘‘a true story’’ of a
6-year-old boy dying, going to heaven, and coming back
again is not true at all — so says not only the boy’s
mother, but the boy himself.

In 2010, Tyndale House published The Boy Who Came
Back from Heaven, which professed to describe the visit to
heaven and encounter with Jesus by Alex Malarkey, who,
in 2004, was left paralyzed and in a coma following a car
accident. The book was said to be written by Alex and
his father, Kevin Malarkey. His father was also involved
in the accident, but not seriously injured. According to
the book, Alex says his ‘‘Daddy was in Heaven too,’’ but
his father says, ‘‘I have no memory of being in Heaven.’’

The book was initially published in hardcover and
enjoyed a brief seven-week stay on The New York Times
Best Seller list, debuting at the #27 slot. A year later,
Tyndale House released the paperback edition. That
format first appeared at the #9 slot and enjoyed a more
extended stay on the newspaper’s best-seller list. The
book is said to have sold more than 1 million copies.

On January 13, 2015, an ‘‘Open Letter’’ was released to
the sellers, buyers, and marketers of the book. In it Alex
wrote, ‘‘I did not die. I did not go to Heaven. I said I
went to heaven because I thought it would get me
attention. When I made the claims that I did, I had never
read the Bible. People have profited from lies, and
continue to.’’

Alex’s letter was not the first time his story had been
called a fabrication. For several years, Alex’s mother Beth
has been writing and posting on blogs that the book is
untrue. In April 2014, she blogged, ‘‘It is both puzzling
and painful to watch the book The Boy who Came Back
from Heaven to not only continue to sell, but to continue,
for the most part, to not be questioned.’’ She maintained
that the book is ‘‘Biblically off’’ and that it has hurt her
son tremendously, saying that Alex ‘‘has not received
monies from the book nor have a majority of his needs
been funded by it.’’ She further stated, ‘‘Alex did not
write the book and it is not blessing him! ... Alex’s name
and identity are being used against his wishes.’’ His
mother is the primary care-giver for the boy who is now
16 years old.

According to Wikipedia, ‘‘Beth and Kevin Malarkey
have become estranged since the book was published’’
and that Beth has claimed that Kevin ’‘was ‘not even
adequately supporting his family financially.’’’
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(continues on page 23)

As Alex’s open letter went public, it gained the
attention of nearly every major media outlet. Almost
immediately, Tyndale House removed the book from its
list of titles. On January 16, the publisher released a
statement saying, ‘‘We are saddened to learn that Alex
Malarkey, co-author of ‘The Boy Who Came Back from
Heaven,’ is now saying that he made up the story of
dying and going to heaven. Given this information, we
are taking the book out of print.’’

In a further statement, Tyndale House sought to lessen
its culpability by saying, ‘‘For the past couple of years we
have known that Beth Malarkey, Kevin’s wife and Alex’s
mother, was unhappy with the book and believed it
contained inaccuracies. On more than one occasion we
asked for a meeting with Kevin, Beth, Alex and their
agent to discuss and correct any inaccuracies, but Beth
would not agree to such a meeting.’’

—MKG
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The pentecostal and charismatic
movements have always focused on
shared experiences, not theology. This
is especially true of those in the
charismatic movement, which tran-
scends all denominations. There are
Catholic Charismatics who believe in
a sacramental form of salvation, Luth-
eran Charismatics who believe that
infant baptism is redemptive, and
Baptist Charismatics who believe they
are saved through faith alone. While
these three types of Charismatics
might differ on the fundamentals,
they share a common experience:
speaking in tongues. While all Charis-
matics do not personally speak in
tongues, all would accept the validity
of tongues-speaking. This experience
does have a doctrinal framework
which could be expressed as such:

• The baptism of the Holy Spirit is a
second work of grace that brings
power into the life of the believer.

• The evidence of this baptism is
speaking in tongues.

The logical conclusion is that a
person who has not been baptized by
the Holy Spirit is a second-class
Christian and is not experiencing the
power of God. If the Charismatics are
correct, an important ingredient is
missing from the spiritual life of most

Christians. If they are wrong, they
have placed a questionable or even
fraudulent practice at the center of the
Christian life. While one would think
that believers want to be certain what
role speaking in tongues plays in the
modern Christian life, it is not often
the case. Instead one finds ambiva-
lence in most circles, with the attitude
being along the lines of: ‘‘If speaking
in tongues works for you, then fine. If
not, no big deal.’’

However, if the baptism of the Holy
Spirit is truly a subsequent experi-
ence, evidenced by speaking in
tongues, then all Christians should
seek this. If it is not, then this
teaching should be denounced.

The biblical foundation for the
unique theological position of Charis-
matics is found almost entirely in the
book of Acts. Four passages are criti-
cal:

Acts 2:1-8 — The day of Pentecost,
when tongues first were spoken.

Acts 8:14-18 — In Samaria, where
the new believers did not receive the
Holy Spirit until the apostles came.
There is no record of tongues being
spoken by these believers.

Acts 10:44-48 — At Cornelius’ house,
when the Gentiles received the Spirit.

Acts 19:1-7 — When disciples of
John the Baptist received the Spirit at
their conversion and spoke in tongues.

A careful study of these passages
and others reveals that it is difficult to
base doctrine on the book of Acts.
Acts is a book of history, tracing the
transitional nature of the early
Church. This is why the Epistles were
written — to give us doctrine. The
late evangelical preacher John R.W.
Stott emphasized:

‘‘I must first repeat that a doc-
trine of the Holy Spirit must not
be constructed from descriptive
passages in the Acts. It would be
impossible to build a consistent
doctrine from them because there
is no consistency about them.
You cannot even derive a doc-
trine of the Holy Spirit from the
description of the day of Pente-
cost; ... No apostolic sermon or
epistle contains an appeal to be
baptized with the Spirit.’’1

Moreover, note the transitional na-
ture and the diversity of the reception
of the Holy Spirit in the four passages
from Acts cited above. For example,
there is no speaking in tongues in
Acts 8; no wind or fire except in Acts
2; some who were already saved
received the Spirit, along with some
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new converts. Now, however, accord-
ing to Romans 8:9 and 1 Corinthians
12:13, the Holy Spirit is always re-
ceived at the moment of conversion.

It should also be noted that most
converts, even in the book of Acts,
did not speak in tongues. The follow-
ing believers apparently did not speak
in tongues: 3,000 at Pentecost (2:41);
5,000 men (4:4); the eunuch (8:35-38);
Saul (9:3-18); Sergius Paulus (13:7-12);
at Antioch (13:43); Lydia (16:14,15);
the Philippian jailer (16:27-34); at
Berea and Thessalonica (17:4,12); at
Athens (17:34); Crispus (18:8); and at
Ephesus (19:18).

The Epistles clearly teach that the
purpose of Spirit baptism is to bring
us into the body of Christ (Romans
6:3; Galatians 3:26, 27; Ephesians 4:5;
Colossians 2:12; 1 Corinthians 12:132).

Charismatics deal with the apostolic
teaching that Spirit baptism occurs at
the moment of conversion by teaching
that there are actually two Spirit
baptisms in the New Testament.

This view holds that the first bap-
tism, called the baptism of repentance,
happens to all believers and brings
them into the body of Christ. The
second baptism is the baptism with
the Holy Spirit or endowment with
power, which is signified by tongues.
The first is baptism by the Holy Spirit;
the second is with the Holy Spirit.

The charismatic position is that
when Paul referred to tongues in
1 Corinthians 12-14, he was speaking
to believers who had received the first
baptism (by the Spirit) and were thus
part of the body of Christ. As part of
the body of Christ some, but not all,
had received the gift of speaking in
tongues. Obviously then, not every
believer will receive the gift of speak-
ing in tongues.

On the other hand when a Christian
has received the second baptism (with
the Holy Spirit) the evidence will be
speaking in tongues as a sign of that
experience. Therefore, according to
this view, some Christians have the
gift of tongues, but all Christians who
have received the second baptism will
evidence this fact with at least an
initial experience of speaking in
tongues.

The clear teaching of the Epistles is
being overturned by a poor under-
standing of the book of Acts. Luke
refutes this ‘‘two-baptism’’ view in
Acts 11:17 when he declares the
tongues ‘‘experiences’’ of chapters 2
and 10, which were signs, as gifts.
Tongues in the early Church were
‘‘sign-gifts.’’

Opposition is also found in Eph-
esians 4:5, which says that there is
only one baptism. The distinction be-
tween ‘‘by’’ and ‘‘with’’ cannot be
sustained. The same Greek preposi-
tion en is used both in 1 Corinthians
12:13 and in Acts 1:5. In 1 Corinthians
12:7-13 we are told that God has
already given the gifts as He wills. He
tells us that we do not all have the
same gifts (read 1 Corinthians 12:4,
7-11, 14-18, and 28-31).

In all of the New Testament, only
1 Corinthians 12:13 explains the pur-
pose of the baptism of the Spirit,
which is to bring us into the body
(Church) of Christ. To claim that its
purpose is to give us power from God
and is evidenced by speaking in
tongues is without biblical basis.

THE PURPOSE OF
BIBLICAL TONGUES

Most New Testament scholars agree
that tongues in the New Testament
were foreign languages — not gibber-
ish. Acts 2:4-8 is the only passage in
the New Testament that sheds light
on the nature of tongues. Those who
heard tongues spoken by the apostles
on Pentecost were able to understand
them in their own language. The
apostles evidently spoke in languages
they did not understand — but they
spoke in known languages, under-
standable to the listeners.

There has been much debate over
why God used tongues in the early
Church. The major theories are:

The First Theory: Church Edification.
The idea is that the gift of tongues
was and is given for the edification of
other believers. However, the intent of
1 Corinthians 14:1-28 is to emphasize
that tongues without an interpretation
were worthless for this purpose.

The Second Theory: Evangelization. It
was the message of the Gospel pro-

claimed by Peter — not tongues —
that brought people to Christ on
Pentecost. With Cornelius (Acts 10) it
was new Christians who spoke in
tongues and no unsaved people were
present. At Ephesus there was no
indication that any unsaved people
were present when tongues were
spoken (Acts 19:6). Tongues at
Corinth were clearly not evangelistic.
In fact, Paul remarked that unbeliev-
ers observing them would likely be
repelled, just as they were at Pente-
cost (1 Corinthians 14:23 and Acts
2:13).

The Third Theory: Proof of Spirit
Baptism. In the New Testament many
believers are said to be filled with the
Holy Spirit with no mention of them
speaking in tongues. Spirit baptism
always has reference to our baptism
into Christ. The difference between
baptism and filling is found in Ephe-
sians 5:18. We are commanded to be
filled. Therefore, it is not universal
among Christians, whereas baptism is.

The Fourth Theory: Devotional. Paul
said that he would rather pray and
sing with his spirit and his mind than
with just his spirit alone (1 Corin-
thians 14:14-15). The purpose of
tongues is as a sign (Mark 16:17), not
for personal spiritual growth.

The Fifth Theory: Apostolic Authentica-
tion. Because, according to Jesus,
tongues were a sign, it remains only
to determine of what they were a sign
(Mark 16:17). In 2 Corinthians 12:11-
13, Paul appeals to signs and wonders
as the proofs of the apostolic office. If
that is what they were, then that is
their purpose. No unusual manifesta-
tion of the Spirit’s presence ever
occurred except in the presence of an
apostle or by those who had been
directly ministered to by an apostle.

The Sixth Theory: Condemnation or
Judgment. According to 1 Corinthians
14:21, which quotes Isaiah 28:11-12,
tongues were a sign to the nation of
Israel that God was bringing judg-
ment upon them for their sinfulness
and rejection of Christ.

It is this author’s conviction that a
combination of these final two theo-
ries rings true. That is, tongues, as a
sign gift, point out two things: the
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judgment of Israel, and in a secondary
sense, to the authority of the apostles.

SUPPORT FOR THE APOSTOLIC
AUTHENTICATIONTHEORY

There are five important facts that
show the distinctive character of the
apostles:

• The Church was founded upon
them (Ephesians 2:20).

• They were eyewitnesses of
Christ’s resurrection (Acts 1:22 and
1 Corinthians 15:7-9).

• They were special authorized
agents (Luke 6:13).

• The fact of their appointment was
authenticated by signs. The absence of
miracles would invalidate the claim of
one who asserted that he was an
apostle (2 Corinthians 12:12 and Acts
5:11-13).

• They established the doctrine and
practices of the Church (Acts 2:42;
2 Peter 3:2,15-16; and 2 Thessalonians
3:6, 14).

As noted above, tongues were given
as a sign gift. The testimony of
Scripture addresses this in several
passages, including:

Mark 16:17-20 — While the canoni-
cal authority of this text is question-
able, we nevertheless find that signs
were to be manifested by the apostles
and by those to whom they minis-
tered. In verse 20, Mark already (by
A.D. 68) considered these signs past.

Acts 2:14-21; 4:3 — Only the
apostles spoke in tongues or per-
formed signs on these occasions.

Acts 8:13 — Philip was not an
apostle, but had the apostles’ ‘‘hands’’
laid upon him (Acts 6:6). However,
his converts performed no signs or
wonders. Only when apostles came
from Jerusalem and laid hands upon
Philip’s converts was there any un-
usual demonstration of the Spirit’s
presence in them (Acts 8:15-17).3

Acts 10 — God employed a series of
supernatural visions in order to have
Peter be the one to present the Gospel
to Cornelius.

Acts 19 — Verse 2 should be trans-
lated, ‘‘Did you receive the Holy

Spirit when you believed?’’ These
men were not yet converted. In verse
6 tongues came to authenticate Paul
as an apostle.

2 Corinthians 12:12 — Some at
Corinth who had been converted
under Paul received the gift of
tongues to validate Paul’s claim to
apostleship.

It is also important to emphasize
that all signs are temporary. Jesus
predicted signs only in association
with the apostolic ministry. As noted,
Mark considered the signs as past
(A.D. 68). Hebrews 2:3-4 was written
around the same time and the author
also considered the signs as past.

The last recorded miracles in the
New Testament took place about A.D.
58 (Acts 28:3-9). In A.D. 60 Epaphro-
ditus became sick, but he was not
healed miraculously (Philippians 2:25-
30). About A.D. 62 Timothy had a
stomach ailment which remained un-
cured (1 Timothy 5:23). Around A.D.
64 one of Paul’s associates was so
seriously ill that Paul had to leave
him behind — and uncured (2 Timo-
thy 4:20). Yet earlier Paul had been
instrumental even in restoring life to
the dead (Acts 20:9-10).

Equally significant is that some gifts
also were temporary. All signs may
be considered as spiritual gifts, but
not all spiritual gifts were signs. The
gifts of miracles, healings, and
tongues were sign gifts. All the sign
gifts were temporary (compare Acts
11:17 with Mark 16). As with the
miracles of Jesus, they served to
authenticate the position and author-
ity of the apostles.

SUPPORT FOR THE JUDGMENT
UPON ISRAEL THEORY

The argument runs as follows: God
had warned Israel on several occa-
sions (Isaiah 28:11-12; 33:19; Deut-
eronomy 28:49-50; Jeremiah 5:15) that
when they found themselves invaded
and surrounded by those speaking in
languages they did not understand, it
was a sign to them that they were
being judged by God for their
disobedience. When, at Pentecost and
in the early years of the Church,
tongues were spoken in the presence

of Jews, it would be a sign to them
that judgment was coming because of
their rejection of the Messiah. That
judgment came with the destruction
of Jerusalem, its temple, and Diaspora
of the Jewish people in A.D. 70. At
that point the purpose of tongues (as
a sign to disobedient Israel) had been
fulfilled and therefore tongues ceased.

TONGUES HAVE CEASED

Therefore, if the purpose of tongues
was not Church edification, evangeli-
zation, proof of Spirit baptism, or
devotional, but rather for apostolic
authentication and judgment against
Israel, it can be maintained that those
purposes have been realized and
tongues have ceased. A review of the
biblical evidence is not only helpful,
but necessary:

1 Corinthians 13:8-10 — ‘‘Love
never fails; but if there are gifts
of prophecy, they will be done
away; if there are tongues, they
will cease; if there is knowledge,
it will be done away. For we
know in part, and we prophecy
in part; but when the perfect
comes, the partial will be done
away’’ (NASB).

This passage, written sometime
around A.D. 55, clearly states that
tongues shall cease. The important
question is when? The answer to that
question is often seen as hinging on
the meaning of the word ‘‘perfect’’ in
the text.

What is that which is perfect? While
interpretations vary, the three most
prominent views include:

• The Rapture (a view often held by
tongue-speakers). However, the term
‘‘when the perfect comes’’ cannot
refer to the Lord because of the neuter
articles. It can be translated ‘‘when the
perfect thing arrives.’’ This view also
contradicts other Scripture which
states that there will be prophecy after
the rapture — during the Tribulation
(Revelation 11:3-13) and during the
Millennial Age (Joel 2:28).

• The Canon of Scripture. Yet even
the New Testament — in its com-
pleted state — does not allow us to
know fully, as there is much that we
still do not know.
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• The Eternal State. This is when we
will see face to face, and is the best
understanding of ‘‘perfect.’’ The pas-
sage is therefore teaching that both
prophecy and supernatural knowl-
edge will cease forever at the point
when God ushers in the eternal state.
But carefully notice that tongues are
not named among those gifts which
are said to be made inoperative by the
arrival of the perfect. Therefore,
tongues could cease prior to this
event.

With prophecy and knowledge the
verb ‘‘done away,’’ meaning ‘‘to lay
aside’’ or ‘‘render inoperative’’ is
used. However, with tongues a differ-
ent verb is used meaning ‘‘to stop’’ or
‘‘they will cease.’’ It carries with it the
idea of a natural cessation.

It is also important to note the voice
changes: ‘‘will be done away’’ is in
the passive voice, meaning that they
will be forced to stop by an outside
agent (i.e., that which is perfect).
However, ‘‘cease’’ is in the middle
voice which allows for the possibility
that they could cease in and of
themselves naturally when their pur-
pose is fulfilled.

This passage of Scripture does not
give definitive evidence that tongues
have ceased and are no longer opera-
tive today — but it does allow for
such a view. Paul implies that
tongues will cease when their purpose
is fulfilled. If, as demonstrated above,
the purpose of tongues was to authen-
ticate the apostles and their message,
and to serve as a sign to Israel of
judgment for rejecting their Messiah,
then tongues have fulfilled their pur-
pose. Phrased another way, because
there are no longer apostles to au-
thenticate, and because Israel has
already been judged (in A.D. 70),
tongues no longer have a purpose in
the Church today.

The cessation of tongues should
then be expected with the passing of
the apostles and the judgment of
Israel. Having summarized the testi-
monies of Scripture, it helps to know
that Church history also verifies this
fact. For example, there is no record
of anyone speaking in tongues in the
New Testament after A.D. 70.

CHURCH HISTORY EVIDENCE

It is significant that the gift of
tongues is rarely alluded to, hinted at,
or found in the Apostolic Fathers. The
Fathers wrote to defend Christianity,
to correct Christians, to explain doc-
trines, and so forth — all after the
passing of the apostles. Yet they did
not mention tongues in a favorable
light and, for the most part, ignored
them. Here are some notable examples
and exceptions:

• Justin Martyr (A.D. 100-165)
wrote about spiritual gifts, but never
wrote about tongues. He never men-
tions anyone speaking in tongues.

• Montanus (A.D. 126-180) did
speak in tongues, but was regarded as
demon-possessed by Christians of his
day.

• Irenaeus (A.D. 140-203) said he
had heard that some spoke in
tongues. However, he had been influ-
enced by the Montanists and neither
spoke in tongues nor apparently wit-
nessed it.

• Tertullian (A.D. 150-222) was con-
verted to Montanism for a period of
time. He wrote about one lady who
spoke in tongues and was a Mon-
tanist. This was the last witness to
tongues-speaking by any of the
Apostolic Fathers.

• Origen (A.D. 185-253) said that in
his day no one spoke in tongues.

• Chrysostom (A.D. 347-407) made
no mention of tongues being spoken
in his day.

• Augustine (A.D. 354-430) did not
write of tongues being spoken during
his lifetime.4

It is critical to stress that Church
history does not prove any doctrinal
issues. However, in this case Church
history verifies what we would expect
from a study of the New Testament:
that tongues, having fulfilled their
purpose, ceased to exist by A.D. 70,
and were not found in the history of
the Church.

THE GIFT OF
TONGUES TODAY

The present-day phenomenon of
speaking in tongues has more than

one origin. Tongues can be demonic,
as is demonstrated by documented
tongues-speaking in pagan religions.
Tongues can be faked for the purpose
of peer-approval. However, the major-
ity of tongues-speaking in the modern
Church is a learned response. People
are being taught, either directly or
indirectly, how to speak in tongues.

CHARACTERISTICSOF
THE MODERNMOVEMENT

It is helpful to comprehend the
nature of tongues. Clearly, tongues in
the New Testament were languages,
understood by those who knew the
language being spoken. This is not the
case today. Linguists have described
modern tongues as a form of ecstatic
speech, similar to that which occurs
all over the world in many religious
practices.

The first Pentecostals believed they
were speaking in foreign languages
for the purpose of propagating the
Gospel on the mission field. Some
early Pentecostals even rushed to
foreign countries without any lan-
guage training and began preaching
the Gospel, trusting that the listeners
understood them. When it became
obvious that they were not under-
stood, these zealous missionaries had
to come home and revise their under-
standing of this phenomenon. The
editors of Christian History magazine
report:

‘‘Early leader Charles Parham
said, ‘I had felt for years that any
missionary going to the foreign
field should preach in the lan-
guage of the natives, and that if
God ever equipped his ministers
in that way [by xenolalia], he
could do it today.’ Though many
anecdotes of xenolalia exist, none
have been confirmed.’’5

In an article in the same magazine,
Ted Olsen writes:

‘‘In developing his ‘Apostolic
Faith’ theology, Parham pro-
moted a revolutionary but short-
lived theory — which even
Christian and Missionary Alli-
ance leader A.B. Simpson would
toy with. Simply put, Parham
believed God would supernatu-
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rally give known, earthly lan-
guages to baptized believers so
they could quickly evangelize the
world. This end-time revival, ac-
companied by believers speaking
in known languages they had
never learned (xenolalia), would
bring to an end the church age
and bring back a triumphant
Christ. Even Parham’s missionar-
ies — and those later sent out
from Azusa Street — found diffi-
culties when it came to putting
this belief into practice. For ex-
ample, A.G. Garr, the first white
man to speak in tongues at
Azusa, went to India expecting
the Spirit to enable him to speak
Hindi. When this did not hap-
pen, Garr and his wife went to
Hong Kong and studied Chinese.
Though Parham never gave up
his belief that he and his follow-
ers had spoken in earthly foreign
languages, his followers discov-
ered that if foreigners under-
stood them, it was an exception
rather than the rule.’’6

We must also contrast the absence
of spontaneity in modern tongues
with those at Pentecost. Contrary to
the spontaneous and surprising recep-
tion of tongues in the book of Acts,
modern-day promoters of tongues
present formulas and instructions de-
signed to teach people how to speak
in tongues. Usually these instructions
include a prescription to begin by
making sounds of some kind, such as
by repetition of a phrase.

Charismatics present speaking in
tongues as an act of faith. It is
something which one must knowingly
begin and trust that God will con-
tinue. Larry Christenson, a Lutheran
minister, said:

‘‘In order to speak in tongues,
you have to quit praying in
English. ... You simply lapse into
silence and resolve to speak not a
syllable of any language you
have ever learned. Your thoughts
are focused on Christ, and then
you simply lift up your voice
and speak out confidently, in the
faith that the Lord will take the
sound you give him, and shape it

into a language. You take no
thought of what you are saying:
as far as you are concerned, it is
just a series of sounds. The first
sounds will sound strange and
unnatural to your ear, and they
may be halting and inarticulate
(have you ever heard a baby
learning to talk?).’’7

Harald Bredesen, who has been
regarded as ‘‘the father of the modern
Charismatic movement,’’ gave these
instructions to tongues seekers at
Yale:

‘‘(1) to think visually and con-
cretely, rather than abstractedly:
for example, to try to visualize
Jesus as a person; (2) consciously
to yield their voices and organs
of speech to the Holy Spirit; (3)
to repeat certain elementary
sounds ... such as ‘bah–bah–bah,’
or something similar. [Bredesen]
then laid his hands on the head
of each seeker, prayed for him,
and the seeker did actually speak
in tongues.’’8

John Kildahl, in his interesting book
entitled The Psychology of Speaking in
Tongues, offers an alarming correla-
tion:

‘‘When I hypnotize someone, I
begin by saying to my subject
‘Lie back ... shut your eyes ...
relax ... breathe deeply ... and
listen to the sounds of your
breathing. As you relax, you can
feel yourself getting tired and
drowsy ...’ In the dimly lit fire-
side room of the First Presbyte-
rian Church, a small circle of
members quietly listened to their
pastor say, ‘The Lord is in your
presence ... He is with you now
... open yourself to him ... empty
yourself of all other thoughts ...
wait upon him ... let all your
anxieties flow out of you. ... The
Lord wants to give you the gift
of his Holy Spirit. ... Open your
mouth, and he will give you
utterance ... .’ The standard refer-
ence work by Ernest Hilgard,
Hypnotic Susceptibility, makes it
clear that hypnosis and glossola-
lia are induced in a similar man-
ner.’’9

There is also the concern of disillu-
sionment. Christenson cites two uni-
versal tests with regard to tongues.
One is artificiality: ‘‘It is the tempta-
tion to think, ‘I am just making this
up.’’’10 He instructs believers to repel
this temptation with all vigor. ‘‘As
you continue to use the gift, you will
pass through this test and come to the
confidence that this gift will become
to you all that Scripture promises,’’ he
writes.11 The second temptation, he
tells us, is ineffectuality — when the
enthusiasm of tongues has dimmed, a
person may begin to neglect or cease
to use tongues. Christenson maintains
that every gift of God involves stew-
ardship and therefore one must re-
solve to use it all the rest of his life.12

This amounts to saying that the
‘‘gift’’ which was sought and begun
by artificial means, must be continued
at all costs, even when common sense
says it is a hollow mockery.

Kildahl claims that when tongues
are an important life goal, there is
always a relationship to a leader or a
group that conveys a feeling of accep-
tance and belonging. If confidence is
lost in the authority figure then quite
often the person will stop speaking in
tongues. Kildahl labels this ‘‘The De-
pendency Syndrome,’’ and, based
upon his studies, observes:

‘‘The principal difference be-
tween tongue-speakers and non-
tongue-speakers was that the
glossolalists developed deeply
trusting and submissive relation-
ships to the authority figures
who introduced them to the
practice of glossolalia. Without
complete submission to the
leader, speaking in tongues was
not initiated. ... There were no
loners among the tongue-speak-
ers. They banded together and
were mutually supporting. We
never met a deeply involved
tongue-speaker who did not
have some leader to whom he
looked for guidance. Even in
casual questioning about their
glossolalia experiences, tongue-
speakers very quickly mentioned
the name of the person whom
they revered as their model for
tongue-speaking.’’13
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He further discloses:

‘‘In our interviews with persons
who had formerly spoken in
tongues and were now indiffer-
ent to the experience, the com-
mon cause in each case was a
falling out with the leader of the
tongue-speaking group.’’14

THE MODERN GIFT
OF INTERPRETATION

If tongues-speaking is problematic,
the interpretation of tongues is more
so. While tongues can be faked, or
explained as a heavenly language,
interpretations are not so easily
handled. The interpretation of
tongues is the supernatural ability to
understand and interpret a message
in tongues for the benefit and edifica-
tion of the body of Christ (1 Corin-
thians 14:5-19).

The progression should be: God
gives a message in tongues to Joe,
who speaks that message at a church
service, but doesn’t understand it.
Sally is then given the ability to
understand what Joe has said and
relays it to the church. It is at this
point that the modern gift of tongues
breaks down most dramatically. A
number of studies have been done
that are anything but supportive of
the charismatic position.

Tongues-speaking has been re-
corded and then played back to those
claiming the gift of interpretation. In
every such experiment of which this
writer is aware, these recorded mes-
sages have been interpreted differ-
ently by each interpreter.

In one instance, John 3:3 was recited
in the German language, but the
interpreter claimed that Acts 19:2 had
been recited in French. Another time,
Psalm 23 was recited in Hebrew, but
the interpretation had nothing to do
with Psalm 23. Sometimes the inter-
pretation contradicts the clear teach-
ing of the Lord. Interpretation has
always been found wanting.15

Kildahl and his researchers taped
several people speaking in tongues
for interpreters. He reveals that:

‘‘In no instance was there any
similarity in the several interpre-

tations. The following typifies
our results: one interpreter said
the tongue-speaker was praying
for the health of his children;
another that the same tongue-
speech was an expression of
gratitude to God for a recently
successful church fund-raising ef-
fort. When confronted with the
disparity between their interpre-
tations, the interpreters offered
the explanation that God gave to
one person one interpretation of
the speech and to another person
another interpretation.’’16

Such studies poke gaping holes in
views held by Charismatics and re-
veal tongues for what they are: a
learned response, not a supernatural
gift from the Holy Spirit.

There are also natural reasons. Con-
sider these possible explanations for
the modern tongue movement:

• A motor automatism. Some
tongues are the result of a trance-like
condition.

• Ecstasy. Some tongues result from
a strong and unusual emotional ex-
citement.

• Hypnosis. Due to repeated sug-
gestions as to what is expected of one
and the repeated appeals to yield
oneself to the ‘‘power.’’ Many writers,
including Kildahl, have concluded
that hypnotism is frequently involved
in causing tongues.

• Psychic catharsis. In his research
Kildahl also discovered that anxiety
was a prerequisite for developing the
ability to speak in tongues. Addition-
ally, persons with a low level of
emotional stability tended to be ex-
treme in their affirmation of the ben-
efits of glossolalia.

Research proved that ‘‘glossolalists
are more submissive, suggestible, and
dependent in the presence of author-
ity figures than non-tongue-speak-
ers.’’17

This was important because one has
to follow a leader’s suggestions to be
hypnotized. Research also proved that
tongue-speakers think about some
benevolent authority figure when
they began to speak in tongues.

As Kildahl explains:

‘‘Hypnotizability requires that
the subject be trusting enough to
turn himself fully over to some-
one else and place his destiny in
his hand. ... If one can be hypno-
tized, then one is able under
proper conditions to learn to
speak in tongues.’’18

And Kildahl further wrote:

‘‘It is our definite opinion that
those who have the necessary
psychological characteristics can
learn to speak in tongues. This
gives rise to the question, ‘If it is
truly a gift of the Holy Spirit,
why must it be demonstrated
and taught?’ ... I have observed
the same routine everywhere I
have been: (1) a meeting devoted
to intense concentration on
tongue-speaking, followed by (2)
an atmosphere of heightened
suggestibility to the words of the
tongue-speaking leader, after
which (3) the initiate is able to
make the sounds he is instructed
to make. It is the same procedure
that a competent hypnotist em-
ploys. Like the hypnotist, the
tongue-speaking leader succeeds
with some subjects and with
others does not. I have reached
the conclusion that tongue-speak-
ing is a learned phenomenon.’’19

OTHER MATTERS

The current interest in tongues
stems from a longing for genuine
religious expression in the midst of a
secularized society. People long for an
authentic relationship with God, but
they are not as interested in knowing
God in truth. If spiritual maturity can
be attained by attending emotionally
charged meetings and receiving in-
stantaneous supernatural experiences
that deliver spirituality, why labor at
the hard work of Scripture study,
memorization, prayer, and walking by
the Spirit? The charismatic movement
has offered a shortcut to godliness.
That this shortcut leads to a dead end
is often not recognized until one has
faced disillusionment. By then many
have lost their way and have no
scriptural compass to guide them
safely back to the truth.
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But Scripture says, ‘‘do not forbid to
speak with tongues’’ (1 Corinthians
14:39) and Charismatics will often cite
the above words to anyone who
disagrees with their view. It must be
remembered that these words were
written in A.D. 55 to a group of
people who had received this gift
from the Holy Spirit to authenticate
the apostleship of Paul, and to warn
Israel that judgment was coming for
their rejection of the Messiah. The
Holy Spirit had not yet ceased giving
the gift. The gift was still relevant.

OTHER CONSEQUENCES

We must also realize that there exist
other effects of charismatic doctrine
upon theology. It undermines the
teachings of Scripture and authentic
Christian living. Below we will briefly
outline how the teachings of the Char-
ismatics taint, to some degree, every
doctrine found in the Word of God.
The following are some examples:

Foremost is theology in general.
Those who teach charismatic doc-
trines tend to downplay theology.
John Wimber said, ‘‘When are we
going to see a generation who doesn’t
try to understand this book [the
Bible], but just believes it?’’20

Charismatic doctrine places experi-
ence above the truth of Scripture.
Former Dallas Theological Seminary
professor-turned Charismatic Jack
Deere says, ‘‘The idea that fallen
humanity, even redeemed fallen hu-
manity, can arrive at pure biblical
objectivity in determining all their
practices and beliefs is an illusion.’’21

Deere’s proposed solution is experi-
ence and modern prophecies.

Charismatic revival leader John Ar-
nott says, ‘‘John Wimber preached a
message several years ago in the
context of prophetic ministry that
really impacted me: God will offend
your mind to reveal your heart.’’22

What both Arnott and Wimber are
describing is a reference to the charis-
matic view that the Holy Spirit will
often do an end run around our
rational thinking ability, including the
understanding of Scripture, to reveal
truth to us. Arnott further teaches,
‘‘Do not take control, do not resist, do

not analyze; just surrender to His
love. You can analyze the experience
later; just let it happen.’’23

This is a sure recipe for disaster.

There are several concerns here.
Charismatic doctrines undermine the
authority of Scripture. For example,
Deere, in a workshop titled ‘‘A De-
monic Doctrine Illustrated,’’ said:

‘‘In order to fulfill God’s highest
purposes for our lives we must
be able to hear His voice both in
the written word and in the
word freshly spoken from
heaven ... Satan understands the
strategic importance of Christians
hearing God’s voice so he has
launched various attacks against
us in this area. One of his most
successful attacks has been to
develop a doctrine that teaches
God no longer speaks to us
except through the written word.
Ultimately, this doctrine is de-
monic even [though] Christian
theologians have been used to
perfect it.’’24

A central theme among Charismat-
ics is that they believe in extrabiblical
revelation. Faith healer Benny Hinn
once told his congregation:

‘‘Please, please, please don’t
think OCC [Orlando Christian
Center] is here to repeat some-
thing you’ve heard for the last
fifty years. ... If we quit giving
you new revelations, we’re
dead.’’25

And Deere further tells us:

‘‘Today, after years of practical
experience and intense study on
the subject of God’s speaking, I
am convinced that God does
indeed speak apart from the
Bible, though never in contradic-
tion to it. And he speaks to all of
his children, not just to specially
gifted prophetic people. And he
will speak to us all in amazing
detail.’’26

This is the error of all cults as well
as the Roman Catholic Church. Char-
ismatics tell us that as long as the
revelation does not contradict Scrip-
ture, then it is from God. However,

that leaves the door wide open for
every kind of error. For example,
while the Roman Catholic Church’s
doctrine of purgatory and its various
doctrines concerning Mary are not
supported by Scripture, for the most
part they simply attempt to add to the
divine revelation. The Mormon’s view
that The Book of Mormon is the story of
the Gospel coming to America is the
same type of error.

It is also the belief of Charismatics
that modern-day prophets make mis-
takes. We are told:

‘‘Anyone who has experience in
helping to nurture ‘baby proph-
ets’ realizes that they have diffi-
culty in distinguishing the words
that the Spirit speaks from those
that come from their own hearts
or even from evil sources. At first
they make many mistakes. ...
Prophets are, of course, human
beings. As such, they can make
mistakes and lie. They need not
cease to be prophets for their
mistakes and failings.’’27

This view of revelation throws the
believer into a sea of subjectivity. God
considered the authenticity of His
Word so important that He required
the death of any Old Testament
prophet whose prophecies did not
come true (Deuteronomy 18:20-22).
While Charismatics give lip service to
the authority of Scripture, in practice
their ‘‘words of knowledge,’’ pro-
phetic revelations, and messages in
tongues reign supreme. Thus the
undermining of the Word of God is
perhaps the greatest error that Charis-
matics have fostered among God’s
people.

Another doctrinal casualty of charis-
matic theology is soteriology, the un-
derstanding of salvation. There are
many gospel messages among Charis-
matics because Charismatics are
found in every type of denomination
and church background. Even in de-
nominations such as the Vineyard
Church, the Gospel often takes such a
backseat to the ‘‘gifts and phenom-
enon of the Spirit’’ that the content of
the Gospel is muted at best.

For example, John Wimber, in his
book Power Evangelism, never once
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discusses what the Gospel is. The
book is devoted instead to what
Wimber believes to be the only au-
thentic New Testament evangelism,
something he calls ‘‘power evange-
lism.’’ In Wimber’s mind ‘‘proclama-
tion evangelism,’’ in which a person is
shown from Scripture the message of
salvation, just won’t work. To win
substantial numbers of people to
Christ one must first soften them up
by performing some miracle or by
giving a ‘‘word of knowledge.’’

Not only does ‘‘power evangelism’’
miss the boat scripturally, it also
serves to confuse the unsaved. The
emphasis is upon signs and wonders
rather than Christ. Some are being
attracted to the show rather than the
cross.

Ecclesiology also suffers. Many
within charismatic circles hold to
some form of dominion theology,
which confuses the Church with Israel
and teaches that we are looking for a
latter-day revival that will sweep
multitudes into the kingdom and
transform society before the return of
Christ.

In addition, the majority of Charis-
matics are highly and unbiblically
ecumenical. Many are actively pursu-
ing reunification with the Roman
Catholic Church and some even con-
sider the pope (past and present) to
be an evangelical Christian.

The purpose of the Church is often
distorted as they concentrate on the
sign gifts (miracles, tongues, and
prophecies) rather than the balanced
functioning of the body.

One may also add eschatology to
the list as some Charismatics are not
looking for the return of Christ, but
for the ‘‘latter rain’’ in which they
believe there will be a special out-
pouring of the Spirit that restores the
supernatural gifts to the Church and
brings a great revival. They do not
believe that Christ can return until the
world is prepared for Him by the
‘‘latter rain.’’

The ‘‘new wave’’ or ‘‘latter rain’’
breed of Charismatics says that the
pretribulational rapture position is a
heresy inspired by Satan to rock the

Church to sleep. Jewel van der Merwe
describes, in part, the essence of the
Kingdom Now theology:

‘‘If you do not believe in a literal
‘catching away’ or ‘rapture’, a
literal anti-Christ, a literal tribu-
lation, a literal Armageddon, etc.,
then you will get caught up in
the words of today’s prophets
who are telling you a very differ-
ent Gospel that has come from
allegorizing and spiritualizing
the Word of God. Their agenda is
political, with a view to take over
the earth. Naturally, to take it
over for Jesus.’’28

Thomas Ice, Associate Professor of
Religion at Liberty University, also
explains the ‘‘latter rain’’ influence
upon pentecostalism with regard to
the end times:

‘‘Based upon current trends it
seems obvious that the overall
movement is clearly moving
away from dispensationalism.
This was clearly illustrated to
Robert Dean and I when we had
a four-hour discussion with three
leaders from the Kansas City
Fellowship of Churches in the
early 1990’s. They informed us
that out of approximately 45 staff
members, not one currently held
to the pretrib rapture. Very
likely, almost all had held the
view a few years earlier.’’29

There is also a defective pneumatol-
ogy. As had been earlier demon-
strated, many believe in a second
work of grace often called the ‘‘bap-
tism of the Holy Spirit.’’ This baptism
gives the believer special powers and
gifts. Others, such as the Vineyard
movement, would not agree with the
term ‘‘baptism of the Holy Spirit,’’ but
teach essentially the same thing. They
say the evidence of the Holy Spirit at
work in our lives is powers, signs,
and wonders.

Finally, we see a deviant view of
angelology and demonology. Angels,
demons, and ‘‘spiritual warfare’’ are
popular today in charismatic circles.
Based upon experience, rather than
Scripture, a whole new theology has
been developed concerning angels

and demons that misrepresents the
teachings of the Word.30

So the charismatic movement is not
just a harmless segment within evan-
gelical Christianity, but a devastating
error that undermines many of the
cardinal truths of the Word of God
and biblical Christianity.
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JONATHAN CAHN
(continued from page 1)

such as these: ‘‘His teachings ... are
known for their prophetic significance
and their revealing of deep mysteries
of God’s Word.’’7

Another of Cahn’s favorite words is
‘‘ancient,’’ which is used at least 116
times in his latest book, often coupled
with the word ‘‘mystery’’ as in ‘‘an-
cient mystery.’’ His use of these
words and others such as ‘‘secret’’
and ‘‘revelation’’ marks him as a
sensationalist and clever marketer.

CAHN’S BACKGROUND

Cahn’s ministry website says:

‘‘Jonathan Cahn is President of
Hope of the World ministries,
Senior Pastor and Messianic
Rabbi of the Jerusalem Center/
Beth Israel in Wayne, New Jer-
sey. ... His teachings are widely
known for revealing the deep
mysteries of God’s word and for
the restoring of the new covenant
message to its original biblically
Jewish richness and power.’’8

Cahn is in his mid-fifties.9 He is the
youngest of three children.10 He was
born in New Jersey11 and was raised
in a Reformed Jewish home.12 A brief
account of his life, including his
conversion, is presented in chapter 25
of The Harbinger Companion with Study
Guide. There we are told:

‘‘Jonathan Cahn ... was born into
a Jewish home, of the line of
Aaron. His father came from
Germany having escaped the

Holocaust. His mother’s family
came from Russia, having es-
caped the czar. Both his parents
were scientists. As a boy he
attended the synagogue from an
early age. While in grade school
he began to question what he
was being taught. He perceived a
disconnection between the God
and faith of Bible times, where
God appeared real and alive in
people’s lives and in the history
of Israel, and what he saw in
modern synagogue life. So at the
age of eight he became an athe-
ist.’’13

Cahn’s ‘‘atheist period’’ lasted until
age 13, by which time he had become
disillusioned. He sought answers by
reading about ‘‘science, religion, the
supernatural, the occult, UFOs,’’ and
so forth.14 He picked up Hal Lind-
sey’s 1970 book on Bible prophecy,
The Late Great Planet Earth, thinking it
to be a book on UFOs. As a result, he
began searching the Scriptures and
became convinced that Jesus had to be
the Messiah promised in the Old
Testament.15

Despite his intellectual conviction
that Jesus was the Messiah, he re-
sisted commiting himself to Christ out
of fear that he would have to give up
life’s pleasures. Eventually, he made a
bargain with God: ‘‘The deal was this:
if God would grant him a long life, he
would turn his life over to God to
follow Him ... when he was about to
die, on his death bed.’’16

Soon after, Cahn had two close
brushes with death in car accidents.
In the second one, when he was 19,

his Ford Pinto was on railroad tracks
in the path of an oncoming train.
Cahn said he cried out to God. The
car was demolished, but Cahn
emerged without a scratch.17 Realiz-
ing his life could end at any time,
Cahn resolved to follow the Lord.
About eight months later, on his 20th
birthday, ‘‘he committed his life to
following God.’’18 Elsewhere it says:

‘‘Jonathan was in college [at Pur-
chase University19], majoring in
history, when his life changed.
Outside of college he worked as
a night watchman, doing school-
work and studying the Scrip-
tures. Soon he realized he was
called into full-time ministry. He
was asked to lead a Bible study,
which he did for years. He
started an outreach to the home-
less of New York City, bringing
them food and the Word of God.
Upon graduating from college,
he decided not to go on to
postgraduate work but to find
the calling the Lord had for him.
He asked the Lord to give him a
job that the Lord would have
done. He was given a job work-
ing with disabled children. At
the same time he was asked to
help start an outreach called Beth
Israel.’’20

Jonathan agreed to this, stipulating
that his involvement there would be
temporary, until such time as he
entered full-time ministry. However,
when the leader of the ministry left a
few years later, Jonathan was asked to
take over, which he eventually agreed
to do in 1988.21 Although, at this
point, the congregation consisted of



cut down, but we will replace them
with cedars.’’

4. The Tower — Referring to the
same words from Isaiah 9:10.

5. The Gazit Stone — Referring to
‘‘hewn stones’’ in Isaiah 9:10.

6. The Sycamore — Referring to
‘‘the sycamores have been cut down’’
in Isaiah 9:10.

7. The Erez Tree — Referring to
‘‘cedars’’ in Isaiah 9:10.

8. The Utterance — Uttering the
‘‘vow’’ expressed in Isaiah 9:10.

9. The Prophecy — Supposedly, the
‘‘fallen bricks’’ (harbinger #3) and the
‘‘utterance’’ (harbinger #8), result in
the ancient nation of Israel experienc-
ing God’s judgment.

Cahn posits that these nine charac-
teristics of ancient Israel’s situation
find a parallel in what has happened
in America, beginning with the Sep-
tember 11, 2001, attacks on America
by the Muslim hijackers.

The August 2014 issue of Charisma
magazine contained a half-page color
ad for Cahn’s latest book and the
September through January (2015)
issues each contained full-page color
ads for it. The cover story of the
October 2014 issue featured an article
by Cahn titled ‘‘The Mystery of the
Shemitah’’ in which he spoke about
his latest book.31 Included within the
article was an interview by Charisma
with Cahn titled ‘‘Jonathan Cahn:
America’s Prophet for the Times?’’32

Another sensationalist publisher
who has promoted Cahn and his
works (including producing The Har-
binger-themed DVD, The Isaiah 9:10
Judgment33), is Joseph Farah, founder
of the website WND.34 Farah recently
wrote, ‘‘I count Jonathan Cahn among
my closest friends.’’35

CHRISTIAN REACTION
TO THE HARBINGER

Some Christian media personalities
have received The Harbinger favorably.
Pat Robertson, Sid Roth,36 and David
Regan37 have been supportive of
Cahn’s message. However, some dis-
cernment ministries, including Per-

Ephraim and the inhabitant of
Samaria — who say in pride and
arrogance of heart: ‘The bricks
have fallen down, but we will
rebuild with hewn stones; the
sycamores are cut down, but we
will replace them with cedars.’’’

In the story, a journalist named
Nouriel Kaplan visits the office of
media executive Ana Gorem to share
encounters he has had with a mysteri-
ous figure whom he refers to as ‘‘the
prophet.’’ This prophet has shared
with Kaplan nine clay seals bearing
symbolic messages connected with
God judging America, based on the
judgments God gave to the Northern
Kingdom of Israel in Isaiah 9:9-10.
The nine symbolic warnings are re-
ferred to as ‘‘harbingers.’’

Cahn writes that Kaplan relates to
Gorem the encounters and conversa-
tions he has had with ‘‘the prophet.’’
These accounts are interrupted by
occasional interjections, questions, or
other actions by Gorem. God’s warn-
ings follow the ‘‘pattern’’ or ‘‘tem-
plate’’ (Cahn’s words) of judgment
that God gave to Israel in Isaiah
9:9-10.

On the surface, the skeleton of
Cahn’s storyline in The Harbinger re-
sembles that of the 1993 New Age
book by James Redfield titled, The
Celestine Prophecy, which also features
a fictional story about a man trying to
track down nine insights contained in
an ancient (in that case, Peruvian)
document. While it cannot be said
with any measure of certainty that
Cahn cribbed his storyline for The
Harbinger from The Celestine Prophecy,
it is interesting that the two storylines
are so similar on the surface.

Cahn’s ‘‘nine harbingers’’ are:

1. The Breach — Referring to the
breach in 732 B.C. in God’s hedge of
protection around Israel.

2. The Terrorist — Referring to the
Assyrians’ assault on Israel in 732
B.C.

3. The Fallen Bricks — Referring to
the words in Isaiah 9:10: ‘‘The bricks
have fallen down, but we will rebuild
with hewn stones; the sycamores are

around 35 people, it grew and flour-
ished under his leadership, so much
so that it eventually ‘‘became one of
the largest Messianic congregations in
the world’’22 and had to successively
move into larger and larger build-
ings.23

Although Beth Israel (also known as
the Jerusalem Center) in Wayne, N.J.,
is a Messianic Jewish congregation, it
has both Jewish and Gentile believers.
They have regular services on Friday
nights and Sunday mornings. ‘‘It is
here that Jonathan regularly teaches
the Word and where he first shared
the message of The Harbinger.’’24

At some point (presumably, post-
conversion), Cahn attended the
Nazarene Church.25 Since 2005, he
has been married. His wife’s name is
Renata.26 They have two children.27

CAHN’S FIRST BOOK:
THE HARBINGER

As noted above, Cahn gained wide
recognition in 2012 through the publi-
cation of The Harbinger. According to
an article by the book’s publisher,
Charisma, the book was ‘‘Published
on Jan. 3, 2012, ... debuted on the NYT
best-seller list on its first week of
release and has gone into reprint 22
times, selling over 1.2 million
copies.’’28 At one point, Cahn wrote,
‘‘As far as its story or narrative part is
concerned, hardly a week has gone by
where I haven’t received an offer that
it be made into a motion picture.’’29

The 2012 fall issue of the The
Quarterly Journal featured a lengthy
editorial critiquing The Harbinger.30

THE STORYLINE
OF THE HARBINGER

Cahn uses The Harbinger’s fictional
narrative as a vehicle to convey things
he believes the Lord has shown him
regarding warnings of God’s judg-
ment to the United States, utilizing a
point-for-point correspondence of the
warning God gave to the Northern
Kingdom of Israel in Isaiah 9:10.
Isaiah 9:8-10 says:

‘‘The Lord sent a word against
Jacob, and it has fallen on Israel.
All the people will know —
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sonal Freedom Outreach38 and
Thomas Ice,39 have criticized Cahn’s
exegesis in The Harbinger. Other
apologists (and their ministries) who
were critical, such as T.A. McMahon
of The Berean Call,40 David James of
The Alliance for Biblical Integrity,41

and Berit Kjos of Kjos Ministries,42

expressed at least some appreciation
for the thrust of Cahn’s book, which
was a call for America to repent, lest
God bring severe judgment upon her.

The most thorough critique of The
Harbinger is the book, The Harbinger:
Fact or Fiction?43 by David James, who
is Executive Director of The Alliance
for Biblical Integrity. James wrote that
he and Cahn ‘‘have corresponded on
several occasions [prior to James writ-
ing his book]. On April 4, 2012, I also
had the privilege of engaging in a
personal discussion with him by
phone that was moderated by Jimmy
DeYoung (and is available for listen-
ing on ProphecyToday.com).’’44

James’ book was released in August
2012.

CAHN’S RESPONSE

Cahn has responded to his critics.
For instance, in addition to the phone
discussion with James, Cahn re-
sponded on a website called ‘‘Rapture
Ready’’45 to a critique of The Harbinger
posted by T.A. McMahon of The
Berean Call.46 Other online responses
included an e-mail he sent to Chris-
tian blogger Amy Spreeman, which
she posted on her Stand Up For the
Truth! website47 and a 10+ minute
YouTube video titled ‘‘Jonathan Cahn
Answers His Critics.’’48 In this video,
Cahn displays a winsome sense of
humor, but doesn’t try to respond to
every criticism.

Cahn’s second book, The Harbinger
Companion With Study Guide, also con-
tains attempts to clarify some things
in his first book that Cahn believes
have been misunderstood and to an-
swer some criticisms.49

ATTACKS ON
THE HARBINGER’S CRITICS

Cahn’s direct responses to his critics
are never ‘‘below the belt.’’ It is
unclear, however, whether or not

Cahn is responsible for those who
defend him more vehemently.

In August 2012, after The Berean
Call had published James’ book, The
Harbinger: Fact or Fiction?, Cahn’s pub-
lisher, Charisma Media, threatened to
sue The Berean Call for copyright
violations.50 One alleged violation in-
volved the artwork on the original
cover of James’ book that resembled
The Harbinger’s cover. That original
cover art was subsequently replaced.
The other involved the use of quota-
tions from The Harbinger. Such an
action by Charisma and its founder
and publisher Stephen Strang clearly
violates scriptural teaching against
Christians taking other Christians to
court (1 Corinthians 6:1-11). Charisma
eventually dropped the matter. When
asked whether Cahn was involved
with or approved of this threatened
action, James wrote:

‘‘Concerning the lawsuit over
copyright infringement — we
were never sued, only threatened
with several letters. Although
they claimed that I had quoted
too much of The Harbinger and
thus violated the fair use doc-
trine, we knew that we easily
met all four fair use criteria. This
was confirmed by a copyright
lawyer who carefully looked at
the case. When we decided to go
public with their threats in early
2013, they went silent and we
haven’t heard from them since. It
is interesting to note that
Jonathan Cahn has indicated that
he was only aware of the threat-
ened lawsuit, but knew no de-
tails. This raises the obvious
question of how the Charisma
Media lawyers could have threat-
ened a lawsuit without Cahn’s
explicit knowledge and consent
since he is the sole copyright
holder and therefore would have
been the sole plaintiff in any
lawsuit involving copyright in-
fringement.’’51

A second example of harassing at-
tacks against critics of The Harbinger
has come through an associate and
friend of Cahn, Jose Bernal.52 In
various blogs on his website, ‘‘The

Pepsters Post: A Voice in Cyber
Space,’’53 Bernal has aggressively re-
sponded to critics of The Harbinger.54

In 2013, Charisma Media published
Bernal’s book, The Truth about the
Harbinger.55 In it, Bernal attempts to
defend The Harbinger and answer
what he believes were misguided
criticisms of Cahn’s book. Some of
what Bernal writes is useful and
informative, but he also castigates
Cahn’s critics, comparing their objec-
tions to those of the Pharisees.56 He
calls the critics ‘‘enemies of the gos-
pel’’57 and the criticism as attacks from
the devil58 and ‘‘a kind of spiritual
McCarthyism.’’59 He charges that:

’’...they tend to be prone to
committing the greatest blas-
phemy of all. They miss God’s
work. They miss God’s heart.
They miss His presence. They
miss His voice. They miss His
call. And worst of all, when He
comes in their midst ... they tend
to crucify Him.’’60

Reading Bernal’s criticisms reminds
one of a book review in which the
reviewer observed:

‘‘[The book’s author] does not
seem to have made up his mind
whether those whom he attacks
so tenaciously are fools, or only
knaves; his language indeed fre-
quently suggests that they are
both!’’61

CAHN DESCRIBES HIS
WRITING PROCESS

In his latest book, The Mystery of the
Shemitah, Cahn offers his description
of how The Harbinger came to be
written:

‘‘The Harbinger is a book that
reveals an ancient biblical mys-
tery manifesting in modern
times. It is a message of warning
concerning coming calamity.
How and when did it come
forth?’’62

Cahn wrote that sometime follow-
ing the attacks of September 11, 2001,
during a time of prayer, he ‘‘was led’’
to the ninth and tenth chapters of
Isaiah.63

Cahn wrote that later on:
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‘‘I was standing on a plot of soil
near where the towers had fallen.
My attention became transfixed
on an object. The object was a
[sycamore] tree that had been
struck down by the force of the
calamity. I heard an inner voice
say, ‘There’s a mystery here. You
must seek and find it.’ So I began
to search into the mystery that
had so drawn my attention. I
was immediately led to the same
section of Isaiah to which I
opened in the wake of 9/11. But
this time my attention was
drawn to one specific verse in
Isaiah’s prophecy, the verse that
would open the door to the
revelations that would be known
as The Harbinger. The revelation
concerned nine prophetic signs
of warning and judgment. The
fallen tree was the first puzzle
piece of an ancient mystery that
kept growing bigger and bigger.
One by one, each of the nine
signs were revealed. Whenever
the mystery seemed to come to a
standstill, the next leading would
be given. It would come in the
form of someone saying a word
that proved to be the next key in
the puzzle. At other times it
would come by an inner sense,
which, upon investigation,
would prove true. Still, at other
times it would come in the form
of ‘accidents’ — something ap-
pearing out of the blue on my
computer screen that contained
the key I had been searching for,
or, at other times, what I had not
been searching for.’’64

In 2005, Cahn began to share the
message of The Harbinger with his
congregation, whom he says received
it with amazement and believed that
this was a message that needed to be
shared with the nation. Cahn also
predicted a collapse of Wall Street
(which he notes occurred in 2008).
However, it wasn’t until two years
after he initially gave the messages
that Cahn began writing them out in
book form and during this time, the
collapse of Wall Street occurred in
September 2008, which resulted in
Cahn receiving insights (or, as he

prefers to style them, ‘‘a new stream
of ancient mysteries and revela-
tions’’65), including that of the Shemi-
tah.66 Cahn states that he was subse-
quently ‘‘led’’ to present his insights
in the form of a narrative. He contin-
ues:

‘‘The entire story came to me in a
matter of hours. As soon as I
began committing it to writing,
with the voice of the prophet
bringing forth each of the revela-
tions, the words came out in
rapid-fire succession. With no
struggle and little effort the text
flowed onto the pages. The Har-
binger seemed to write itself. And
in a relatively short time it was
finished. From that moment on-
ward the message of The Harbin-
ger has taken on a life of its own.
From the story of how it became
a book to the way it went forth
to the nation, it has proceeded
apart from anyone’s planning
and has involved several un-
canny events in defiance of any
natural explanation. It has now
been read, seen, or heard by
millions and has reached the
highest echelons of government
— to the point of being spoken
of on Capitol Hill by members of
Congress and presidential candi-
dates. From the moment of its
inception until now, it has borne
the marks of another’s finger-
prints.’’67

Reading Cahn’s explanation of how
The Harbinger was written and came
to be published and subsequent
events, the reader is led to conclude at
least two things:

First, God was clearly behind its
writing and publication, and that it
carries divine sanction (both things
which Cahn clearly believes).

Second, that Cahn is either a
prophet and/or a man of unusual
sensitivity to God, who regularly re-
ceives revelations from God that rival,
or exceed, those of the New Testa-
ment apostles and prophets.

A few pages earlier, Cahn had
likewise given the impression that The
Harbinger was essentially and mani-

festly written by God, with Cahn
almost being a passive recipient:

‘‘I take no credit for [The Harbin-
ger] or the revelations therein. I
wasn’t looking to write a book,
nor was I seeking to come up
with any message or revelation.
It began without being sought
after and then basically wrote
itself.’’68

However, what actually happened
was less supernatural-sounding. A
staff member from Cahn’s Hope of
the World ministry gave this explana-
tion:

‘‘(Jonathan) originally attempted
to write a non-fiction book from
around autumn 2007 to 2009 —
polishing it into 2010 — But in
late spring of 2010 — he was led
to write again, but this time to
present the information in a nar-
rative form. Once he did this, the
words flowed rapid fire and the
book virtually wrote itself. Thus
The Harbinger, as we know it,
was finished in four months.’’69

So the writing of The Harbinger
wasn’t quite as supernatural as Cahn
makes it sound.

In an interview, Cahn related one
thing that seemed to confirm his
conviction that The Harbinger was a
message from God:

‘‘The Harbinger just flowed out
and was finished in a few
months time. The week I finished
it, I was scheduled to speak at
Promise Keepers in Dallas. My
flight took me to Charlotte,
North Carolina. There I prayed,
‘Lord, The Harbinger is your
message. I don’t want it to go
forth by the ways of man. It’s
yours. You get out the word
Your way.’ I opened my eyes.
There was a man sitting next to
me. He begins to speak to me.
Then he begins to prophesy over
me. He tells me I will publish a
book, and more than one — that
God is about to do something big
and it will change my life. It
turns out that before we met, the
man was just brought together
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with the president of Charisma
Media, Steve Strang. He sends
word to him. A little while later,
I received contact from Steve
Strang, telling me he heard what
happened at the airport. He
heard about The Harbinger, and
he’s interested. That’s how The
Harbinger became published —
not by the plans or hand of men,
but totally supernaturally. In fact,
that whole scene at the airport
was a recreation of a scene in the
book where a man meets ‘a
prophet.’’’70

While this sounds supernatural, an
earlier version of the story that Cha-
risma magazine reported in December
2011 was less dramatic:

‘‘There was also a prophetic ele-
ment to The Harbinger’s acquisi-
tion by Charisma Media. Having
finished the manuscript, Cahn
had someone in mind to speak
with about finding a publisher. ‘I
wanted it to get out God’s way,’
he says. ‘There’s conventional
wisdom in publishing that you
have to promote yourself, but I
didn’t want to do that.’ Mulling
things during an early morning
layover at a North Carolina air-
port on his way to speak at a
Promise Keepers conference,
Cahn bowed his head and
prayed that the Lord would get
the message of The Harbinger out
His way. When he looked up
from praying and reading his
Bible, he noticed a man sitting to
his left. ‘He was looking at me,’
Cahn says, ‘and he said, ‘‘What’s
the good word?’’ I figured he
was a businessman who didn’t
know the Lord, so I started
witnessing to him.’ Cahn was
half right. The man was Hubie
Synn, a New York accountant —
a believer with a prophetic gift-
ing. Synn had once told client
David Tyree, a devout Christian
and wide receiver for the New
York Giants, that God was going
to highlight his skills. [Later,
Tyree made a spectacular catch
in the 2008 Super Bowl.] ... When
Cahn realized that Synn was a

fellow believer, the two began
talking. ‘Then he began to proph-
esy over me,’ Cahn says, ‘telling
me that God was about to do
something big.’ When Cahn later
mentioned that he had been
working on a book, Synn sug-
gested that he contact Charisma
Media founder Steve Strang,
whom he knew for having pub-
lished Tyree’s book, More Than
Just a Catch. Synn recalls being at
the airport because his flight had
been delayed and initially being
reluctant to follow the nudging
he felt by the Holy Spirit to
speak to Cahn, because he was
preoccupied with family con-
cerns. ‘The way my gift works, I
don’t really know what I say, it
just blows right through me,’
Synn says. But when he bowed
to God’s prompting and finished
telling Cahn that an important
book he had written would be
published, Cahn told him he had
been praying to know what to do
about his book. ‘God literally
answered his prayer right way,’
Synn says, ‘because he opened
his eyes and I was there.’’’71

CAHN’S SECOND BOOK:
THE HARBINGER COMPANION

WITH STUDY GUIDE

This is the shortest of Cahn’s three
books and perhaps the best one-stop
guide to understanding what Cahn
was trying to convey in The Harbinger.
It even includes a guide to the geo-
graphical sites mentioned in The Har-
binger.

CAHN’S THIRD BOOK: THE
MYSTERY OF THE SHEMITAH

The Mystery of the Shemitah72 is an
expansion of chapter 17 of The Harbin-
ger.73 Being slightly longer than his
first book, it’s quite an expansion.
Cahn explains:

‘‘The Harbinger contains fourteen
major revelations or mysteries.
One of these revelations is that of
the Shemitah. From the moment
the book was released, I’ve been
deluged with questions concern-
ing America’s future and that of

the world. In particular, The Har-
binger’s seventeenth chapter,
which reveals the link between
the ancient Shemitah and the
events of modern times, has
prompted a whirlwind of specu-
lation. With the approach of the
next Shemitah, the amount of
speculation has increased expo-
nentially. In view of this, Front-
Line, publisher of The Harbinger,
strongly felt that a book had to
be written to open up the
mystery of the Shemitah. They
approached me with the idea.’’74

Cahn then explains that he was
originally reluctant to write such a
work, because he didn’t want the
message of his first book ‘‘to get lost
in date-setting.’’75 However, he states
that it would actually require an
entire book to adequately disclose the
mystery of the Shemitah:

‘‘What could not be revealed
before will be revealed now. In
fact, as it was with The Harbinger,
most of the mysteries to be re-
vealed in the following pages
have never up to this point been
revealed.’’76

Cahn asserts that the so-called mys-
tery of the Shemitah ‘‘may sound like
something one would expect to find
in a Hollywood fantasy or science
fiction — but it’s real — as real as any
phenomenon could be. Much that will
be revealed in this book has never
before been revealed in written form.
Most people have never heard of the
word shemitah, much less the mystery
that surrounds it. Yet their lives have
been critically impacted, altered, or
determined by its manifestation.’’77

Cahn promises his book will reveal
the answers to the following ques-
tions and more:

‘‘Could there be an ancient phe-
nomenon lying beneath some of
the most critical events of mod-
ern times? Could this phenom-
enon be operating behind some
of the most dramatic and monu-
mental collapses of Wall Street
and the global economy? Could
this phenomenon underlie some
of the most colossal events of
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modern times? Could this phe-
nomenon from ancient times be
so precise that it has not only
determined events in the modern
world but also ordained their
timing, down to exact dates,
hours, even minutes? Could this
phenomenon already be affect-
ing, shaping, and altering our
lives and the lives of virtually
everyone we know? Does this
ancient mystery hold the key to
what the future holds, what is
yet to come? Are there signs and
harbingers warning us of what
lies ahead? Will the American
age as we know it continue for
many more years, or will we
witness its end? Is America in
danger of a coming calamity, a
collapse, even judgment? What
does the future hold for the
world?’’78

With such a dramatic buildup to his
latest book, he obviously believes that
he is on to something. But is he
really?

WHAT IS THE SHEMITAH?

The ‘‘mystery’’ of the Shemitah
wouldn’t have been nearly so mysteri-
ous had Cahn simply used the
English equivalent, ‘‘sabbatical year.’’

The Shemitah is the sabbatical year
that God ordained for the Israelites to
observe every seventh year. There’s
no ‘‘mystery’’ to it at all. With the
buildup Cahn has given it, one would
assume that the Shemitah must be an
important biblical doctrine, heretofore
unrevealed until Cahn came along.
But the Shemitah is not a major
biblical doctrine. It isn’t even a minor
one.

There are at least four significant
time periods in the Old Testament
related to the number 7:

1. The Sabbath — The seventh day,
ordained by God to be a day of rest
for the sons of Israel. This is a subject
that the Bible says a lot about, in both
the Old and New Testaments (Exodus
20:8-11; 23:12; 31:12-17; Leviticus 23:3;
Deuteronomy 5:12-15; Matthew 12:1-
13; Luke 13:10-17; 14:1-6; Mark 2:23-
28; John 5:16-18; 7:22-24; Romans 14:5-
6; Colossians 2:16-17; and Hebrews
4:1-11).

2. The Shemitah — This took place
every seventh year, during which
debts were forgiven and the land was
allowed to lie fallow. During this
time, there was not to be any sowing
of the land, nor any reaping or
pruning of vineyards. During this

year, there was also supposed to be a
public assembly where the Mosaic
Law was read to the sons of Israel —
which is a feature of the sabbatical
year that Cahn significantly omits
from his book (Exodus 23:10-11; Lev-
iticus 25:1-7, 18-22; 26:32-35, 43 cf.
with 2 Chronicles 36:20-21; Deuter-
onomy 15:1-11; 31:9-13 cf. with
Nehemiah 8:1-18; Nehemiah 10:31).

3. After six years of service, Israelite
slaves were to be released from their
slavery — although this might or
might not happen during a sabbatical
year, depending upon what year the
slave began serving his master (Exo-
dus 21:2-6 cf. with Jeremiah 34:8-22;
Deuteronomy 15:12-18).

4. The Jubilee Year — Every 50th
year — i.e., the year following seven
times seven years; or said another
way, the year following seven con-
secutive sabbatical years. (Cahn refers
to the Jubilee as ‘‘a super Shemi-
tah.’’79) The Jubilee year had both
some similarities with, and some dif-
ferences from, a normal sabbatical
year (Leviticus 25:8-17, 25-55; 27:16-25;
also see Numbers 36:1-12).

Scripture says very little regarding
the Shemitah. We have no record of
Jesus or the apostles teaching any-

Hebrew Shemitah Years Since 1900 by J. Greg Sheryl

The ‘‘Shemitah’’ (also called the ‘‘sabbatical year’’) is the seventh year of a seven-year cycle when the Hebrew people were required
by Torah to waive all outstanding debts between Jewish debtors and creditors (Deuteronomy 15:1-20) and allow the land to have a
Sabbath rest (Leviticus 25:4). In The Mystery of the Shemitah, author Jonathan Cahn argues that for at least the last century, God
has been sending cataclysmic events upon the United States to warn of impending judgment – all because of the mystery of the
Shemitah. In the past 115 years, there have been 17 Shemitahs. Only five of these sabbatical years could possibly correspond to
catastrophic occurrences like wars or stock market crashes. Twelve of the Shemitahs since 1900 have been uneventful. Listed
herein are the Shemitahs since 1900, provided in Hebrew years and their Gregorian calendar equivalents:

5663 Oct. 2, 1902 — Sept. 21, 1903 5726 Sept. 27, 1965 — Sept. 14, 1966
5670 Sept. 16, 1909 — Oct. 3, 1910 5733* Sept. 9, 1972 — Sept. 26, 1973
5677 Sept. 28, 1916 — Sept. 16, 1917 5740 Sept. 22, 1979 — Sept. 10, 1980
5684 Sept. 11, 1923 — Sept. 28, 1924 5747* Oct. 4, 1986 — Sept. 23, 1987
5691 Sept. 23, 1930 — Sept. 11, 1931 5754 Sept. 16, 1993 — Sept. 5, 1994
5698* Sept. 6, 1937 — Sept. 25, 1938 5761* Sept. 30, 2000 — Sept. 17, 2001
5705 Sept. 18, 1944 — Sept. 7, 1945 5768* Sept. 13, 2007 — Sept. 29, 2008
5712 Oct. 1, 1951 — Sept. 19, 1952 5775 Sept. 25, 2014 — Sept. 13, 2015
5719 Sept. 15, 1958 — Oct. 2, 1959 *Shemitah years which may correspond to wars, recessions, etc.
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thing about it. The New Testament
seems silent on the subject. Most
likely this is because the sabbatical
year was only prescribed for the
nation of Israel. Cahn seems to admit
this fact.80 This admission should
have concluded the book, but that
would have left Cahn with no
‘‘mystery’’ to reveal and no book to
publish.

Nevertheless, Cahn insists that the
Shemitah is relevant to America and
perhaps other nations. Consider
Cahn’s words following his ‘‘admis-
sion’’ that the sabbatical year was
given to Israel:

‘‘But we are not dealing here
with the Shemitah as an obser-
vance but as a prophetic sign —
particularly as a warning or
manifestation of national judg-
ment. Such a prophetic sign
could be given to any nation as
long as that nation in some way
matched the description or
shared the attributes of ancient
Israel in 586 BC.’’81

Cahn determines that the Shemitah
can function as a prophetic sign for
any nation that matched the descrip-
tion or shared the attributes of ancient
Israel (the Southern Kingdom of
Judah) in 586 B.C. by the following
prophecy to Israel regarding the sab-
batical year:

‘‘I will scatter you among the
nations and draw out a sword
after you; your land shall be
desolate and your cities waste.
Then the land shall enjoy its
sabbaths as long as it lies deso-
late and you are in your enemies’
land; then the land shall rest and
enjoy its sabbaths. As long as it
lies desolate it shall rest — for
the time it did not rest on your
sabbaths when you dwelt in it. ...
The land also shall be left empty
by them, and will enjoy its sab-
baths while it lies desolate with-
out them; they will accept their
guilt, because they despised My
judgments and because their soul
abhorred My statutes’’ (Leviticus
26:33-35, 43).

The Southern Kingdom of Judah fell
to Babylon in 586 B.C., and this

prophecy from Leviticus was histori-
cally fulfilled during the time that
Judah was carried away into captivity
to Babylon, as is described in
2 Chronicles:

‘‘And those who escaped from
the sword, he [Nebuchadnezzar]
carried away to Babylon, where
they became servants to him and
his sons until the rule of the
kingdom of Persia, to fulfill the
word of the LORD by the mouth
of Jeremiah, until the land had
enjoyed her Sabbaths. As long as
she lay desolate she kept Sab-
bath, to fulfill seventy years’’
(2 Chronicles 36:20-21).

In Leviticus, the Lord told Israel
that as part of His judgment on them
for their unfaithfulness, He would
scatter them and pursue them with
the sword and their land would lie
desolate and enjoy its Sabbaths for the
sabbatical years Israel had failed to
observe. And 2 Chronicles tells us
that this was fulfilled when Neb-
uchadnezzar took Judah captive into
Babylon for 70 years. During that
period, the land of Israel did finally
enjoy the sabbatical years that Israel
had never given it. This presumably is
the ‘‘prophetic sign’’ of the sabbatical
year that Cahn believes may continue
to apply to America and to other
nations as well.

CAHN’S VIEWS
OF THE SHEMITAH

Cahn shows how he believes this
‘‘mystery,’’ this ‘‘prophetic sign’’ that
was already fulfilled historically and
was never prophesied to apply to any
nation except Israel can nevertheless
apply to America and to other nations
as well. He tries to show that this has
happened historically in the form of
stock market crashes in or around
sabbatical years;82 a ‘‘mystery’’ of
sevens, occurring in connection with
these;83 the rise and fall of ‘‘towers’’
(skyscrapers) in America in connec-
tion with sabbatical years;84 and fu-
ture suggestions that this Sabbath
year’s ‘‘mystery’’ may continue to
play out perhaps — and he is careful
to hedge his bets here85 — during the
current sabbatical year which accord-

ing to Cahn extends from sunset on
September 24, 2014 to September 13,
2015.86

Cahn believes that America fits the
bill for the Shemitah to apply to as a
prophetic sign. He goes to great
lengths to show a ‘‘link’’ between
America and Israel. He has titled a
chapter ‘‘Fourth Key: The Secret Is-
rael.’’87 Later in this same chapter, he
refers to America as ‘‘the Second
Israel.’’88 He states:

‘‘America’s link to ancient Israel
has undergirded its national
identity, in one form or another,
consciously or unconsciously,
from the time of its inception
onward. ... There is no nation in
the modern world so deeply
linked to ancient Israel as
America. There is, therefore, no
stage or platform on earth so
well suited for the manifesting of
the mystery of the Shemitah as
America. Is the Israel connection
necessary for the mystery to
manifest? No. It could manifest
to any nation, just as God could
send a warning of national judg-
ment to any nation. No unique
connection to ancient Israel is
needed for America to be given a
biblical sign of national judg-
ment. But the fact that America
does bear such a deep connection
to ancient Israel makes it all the
more striking and fitting for the
same signs used to warn Israel of
judgment to warn America.’’89

Yet Cahn seemed baffled and dis-
tressed when critics accused him of
saying that Isaiah 9:10 was prophesy-
ing about America or that he was
teaching that America had ‘‘replaced’’
Israel.

Cahn earlier said he was merely
stating that Isaiah 9:9-10 was a ‘‘pat-
tern’’ or ‘‘a template’’ that was replay-
ing in America, that Isaiah 9:9-10
wasn’t prophesying about America,
nor was he teaching that America had
somehow ‘‘replaced’’ Israel.90 Yet in
his latest book, he speaks of America
having such a close ‘‘link’’ to Israel to
the point of referring to America as
‘‘the secret Israel’’ and ‘‘the second
Israel!’’
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Cahn also devotes ‘‘Part 1’’ of the
book’s Epilogue to briefly speaking
about ‘‘black suns’’ (solar eclipses)
and ‘‘blood moons’’ (lunar eclipses) in
relation to the sabbatical year that we
are currently in. The reason for
Cahn’s interest in solar eclipses is
partly because ‘‘the ancient rabbis saw
solar eclipses as signs of judgment.’’91

He also notes some specific Scriptures
(Isaiah 13:9-10; Joel 3:14-15; Matthew
24:29; Genesis 1:14) which seem to
indicate that darkening of the sun
and/or the moon is sometimes associ-
ated with significant biblical events or
signs.92

Cahn further notes that there will be
two solar eclipses in 2015 — one on
March 20, ‘‘the precise mid-point of
the Shemitah year’’93 and the other on
September 13, ‘‘the very day that
constitutes the Shemitah’s climactic
end, the Day of Nullification [i.e.,
forgiveness of debts owed — in an-
cient Israel].’’94 And he also makes
passing mention of four lunar eclipses
— so-called ‘‘blood moons’’ — taking
place during the current sabbatical
year.95 However, he doesn’t seem
particularly concerned with the lunar
eclipses.

Cahn makes guarded predictions
about the future, based on ‘‘the mys-
tery of the Shemitah.’’ He always
couches his predictions in such a
cautious manner that, if something
significant happens similar to what he
predicted, he looks good. However, if
nothing significant happens it looks
like he was not wrong.96

SOME FINAL THOUGHTS

Cahn’s relationship with the Lord
and his sincerity in believing what he
teaches are not in question. Cahn
comes across as likable and person-
able, and someone who is willing to
dialogue with his critics.

However, the way Cahn handles
Scripture leads one to believe that
Cahn sees the Bible as a code book,
full of mysteries waiting to be deci-
phered by a person who has the
spiritual insight and sensitivity to do
so. While it is true that, ‘‘The natural
man does not receive the things of the
Spirit of God, for they are foolishness

to him; nor can he know them,
because they are spiritually dis-
cerned’’ (1 Corinthians 2:14), the
Bible’s contents are not a secret to be
understood by the few.

While no one can properly under-
stand the Scriptures without the Holy
Spirit, all who are Christians have the
Spirit of God living within them. The
Bible says:

‘‘Now if anyone does not have
the Spirit of Christ, he is not
His’’ (Romans 8:9).

First Corinthians 6:19 and 2 Timo-
thy 1:14 also confirm that the Holy
Spirit lives within every believer.

It is also true that God has given
different believers different spiritual
gifts, such as teaching, administration,
and so forth.

While the Bible is an endless source
of truth for the believer who dili-
gently reads and studies it — and
while parts of it are mysterious —
God has given His revelation in the
Bible so that people might understand
His truth, not so that it might be a
book full of ‘‘mysteries’’ based on
obscure, minor areas of His revelation
within it.

Cahn’s hermeneutics are consistent
with a charismatic-type method of
relying on subjective leadings,
hunches, intuitions, inner voices, and
so on. This is indicated by his fond-
ness for using terms such as ‘‘revela-
tion(s),’’97 and his use of expressions
such as, ‘‘I was led,’’98 ‘‘I heard an
inner voice say,’’99 and ‘‘[the leading]
would come by an inner sense.’’100

However, as Lutheran author Don
Matzat once said, ‘‘You cannot replace
sound exegesis with ‘The Lord
showed me’.’’101

Near the beginning of the guide to
Bible interpretation, How to Read the
Bible for All Its Worth, pentecostal New
Testament scholar Gordon Fee wrote:

‘‘Let it be said at the outset —
and repeated throughout, that
the aim of good interpretation is
not uniqueness; one is not trying
to discover what no one else has
ever seen before. Interpretation

that aims at, or thrives on,
uniqueness can usually be attrib-
uted to pride (an attempt to ‘out
clever’ the rest of the world), a
false understanding of spiritual-
ity (wherein the Bible is full of
deep truths waiting to be mined
by the spiritually sensitive per-
son with special insight), or
vested interests (the need to sup-
port a theological bias, especially
in dealing with texts that seem to
go against that bias). Unique
interpretations are usually
wrong. This is not to say that the
correct understanding of a text
may not often seem unique to
someone who hears it for the
first time. But it is to say that
uniqueness is not the aim of our
task. The aim of good inter-
pretation is simple: to get at the
‘plain meaning of the text.’ And
the most important ingredient
one brings to that task is enlight-
ened common sense. The test of
good interpretation is that it
makes good sense of the text.
Correct interpretation, therefore,
brings relief to the mind as well
as a prick or prod to the
heart.’’102

It has been said regarding the Bible
that, ‘‘The plain things are the main
things; and the main things are the
plain things.’’ To inflate minor teach-
ings in Scripture and into something
immensely significant doesn’t honor
the God Who gave His revelation to
man to lead and guide him into a
deeper relationship with the One
about Whom all Scripture centers, the
Lord Jesus Christ.

The Apostle Paul instructed his
spiritual son Timothy with these
words:

‘‘As I urged you upon my depar-
ture for Macedonia, remain on at
Ephesus so that you may instruct
certain men not to teach strange
doctrines, nor to pay attention to
myths and endless genealogies,
which give rise to mere specula-
tion rather than furthering the
administration of God which is
by faith. But the goal of our
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instruction is love from a pure
heart and a good conscience and
a sincere faith. For some men,
straying from these things, have
turned aside to fruitless discus-
sion, wanting to be teachers of
the Law, even though they do
not understand either what they
are saying or the matters about
which they make confident
assertions’’ (1 Timothy 1:3-7,
NASB).

Paul also wrote:

‘‘Though I have the gift of
prophecy, and understand all
mysteries and all knowledge,
and though I have all faith, so
that I could remove mountains,
but have not love, I am nothing’’
(1 Corinthians 13:2).

Jesus’ words on date-setting, while
given as a specific response to His
disciples, still have relevance to us:

‘‘And He said to them, ‘It is not
for you to know times or seasons
which the Father has put in His
own authority’’’ (Acts 1:7).

Let all date-setters heed these words
of our Lord!
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permits, but not citizenship. For a time it was ‘‘hands
off’’ the squatters of Dimona.

Since 2009, the group’s relationship with the Israeli
government has thawed, perhaps because of its business
success, persistence, longevity, and members’ willingness
to serve in the army. Members are now being offered a
five-year track for individual citizenship. There were no
figures available for the number or gender of those
applying. But the question of their true Jewishness is
being ignored.

Some reports say that Carter’s real name is Gerson
Parker, but there is no reliable documentation available.
However, what is real is that Ben Carter is no longer Ben
Carter. Through personal reinvention he became Ben
Ammi Ben-Israel. Ammi in Hebrew means ‘‘my people’’

or ‘‘my nation.’’ The whole name translates as ‘‘son of
my people — son of Israel.’’ It also has been reported
that Carter was influenced by the strong Black National-
ism teachings of Marcus Garvey. Garvey believed that
African nations could be redeemed and prosper with the
demise of European Colonialism.

In time Carter became convinced that African-Ameri-
cans are biblical Israelites, descended from the fabled,
dispersed lost tribes. Of course, many groups claim the
same distinction. In 1966, Carter claimed to have received
a vision of the angel Gabriel instructing him to take his
followers to Israel. Initially, he took more than 300
followers to Liberia for a cleansing period. Most went
back to the United States in less than three years. The
remnant moved on to Israel.

Carter and his followers lived in less than ideal
circumstances and in their own world that they called
The Village of Peace. They had their own district on the

EDITORIALS
(continued from page 2)
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outskirts of Dimona in overcrowded apartments. Some
have called it a ghetto.

Those who left Carter and Dimona alleged that Carter
ran a coercive and overbearing patriarchal cult with child
beatings, deprivation, and domination of the people by
the leaders along with polygamous marriages with men
taking up to seven wives. Carter had four wives.
Officially the group stopped polygamy in 2006, but some
hope it will be reinstituted. According to The Times of
Israel, existing polygamous families were allowed to
remain intact. The group is marked by highly festive and
brightly colored clothing. They try to have a polished
and sanitized exterior, but critics question what really
takes place within the inner circles. Horror stories of
cult-like behavior continue to appear.

What the Black Hebrews believe and practice seems to
be a subjective buffet of dogmas (some good and others
definitely unbiblical) pulled randomly from the Old and
New Testaments and cobbled together by the mind of
Carter. Among the highlights:

1. Mandatory fasting every Sabbath and the
keeping of Old Testament feasts.

2. No smoking.
3. No drinking alcohol.
4. No drug use.
5. Selective use of the Old Testament, imposing

varied purity rituals from Leviticus on their
women.

6. A vegetarian lifestyle; a pre-Fall diet.
7. Carter was the sole ruler and the voice of God to

them.
8. Followers wear cotton, wool, or linen clothing.
9. The wearing of leather shoes is prohibited.

10. Any use of birth control is forbidden.
11. Marriages are decided by the group’s leaders.
12. Followers must adopt a Hebrew name.
13. Israel’s return to the land as prophesied in

Jeremiah 23:7-8 is directly fulfilled by Carter’s
followers.

Teachings of this type — elevated to mandatory belief
— that control followers is a strong indicator that a
group is a cult. Devotion to a single leader is also a
strong indicator. On the Black Hebrews website, Carter
was called the representative of God on earth and the
Messianic leader of the Kingdom of God. (See the ‘‘Our
Leadership’’ tab at: africanhebrewisraelitesofjerusalem.
com.) For the serious Bible student, this is troubling. Is
Jesus our representative of God (John 1:18) and our
Messianic leader (Hebrews 12:2) or is Carter? Is Jesus the
leader of the Kingdom of God or is Carter?

Paul warns against enforced fasting in 1 Timothy 4:1-6
and states clearly that a law imposing fasting is not good
or godly doctrine.

Carter’s website also offers extrabiblical books for sale.
One can purchase The Book of Jasher, The 6th and 7th Books
of Moses, The Gnostic Gospels, the Apocrypha, and The

Forgotten Books of Eden. The descriptions of these books
on the website include no warnings or disclaimers
regarding the books’ contents.

Years ago Dave Breese wrote Know the Marks of Cults -
The 12 Basic Errors of False Religion. Carter exhibited many
of those errors. In addition to presumptuous messianic
leadership and an enslaving organizational structure,
Carter’s group makes claims of special discoveries and
extrabiblical revelation. Carter’s supposed angelic ap-
pearance and information from the other side certainly
qualifies for both. The books being offered for sale also
qualify as a mark in that they promote false teaching.

A final important concern to consider is the matter of
Jesus and salvation. If one has it wrong about Jesus and
salvation, then they have everything wrong. The Scrip-
tures are very clear that salvation comes by grace
through faith in the Lord Jesus (Ephesians 2:8-9). Those
who call on His name shall be saved (Romans 10:13). His
atoning work on the cross has secured salvation for all
who trust Him as Savior. Carter has a different gospel
and a different way of salvation.

In a video lecture by Carter called ‘‘The Target,’’
available on YouTube, he claimed that the Holy Spirit
came to him to reveal the formula for everlasting life and
physical immortality. His teachings and elaborations
have nothing to do with repentance, faith, grace, or Jesus.
Carter said that everlasting life can only come by using
Jah (which he pronounces Yaw) as the correct and only
name of God. Carter alleged that there is a worldwide
conspiracy to use other names for God, but everlasting
life is only available to those who use God’s correct
name. He also said that there is no power in the name of
Jesus. The Apostle Paul would strongly differ on that
matter (Philippians 2:9-11). Jesus’ name is above every
name and one day all in the universe will bow the knee
to Him and that name. Peter tells us, ‘‘Nor is there
salvation in any other, for there is no other name under
heaven given among men by which we must be saved’’
(Acts 4:12).

The reality, though, is that Black Jews are not Jews at
all, but rather misled Gentiles involved in wishful
thinking. They are not Semitic. They are not Jews by
birth or by genetics or by conversion, but rather
pseudo-Jews; pretend Jews. They may be sincere, but
sincerity alone does not make a true Jew.

In the end, Carter — or Ben Ammi Ben-Israel — went
the way of all other self-proclaimed and false messiahs.
Members of the group he left behind said, ‘‘We’re going
to continue on, we’re going to continue to develop our
community to show how much we loved him. It’s a
shock and it’s painful, but we are determined to
continue.’’ However, sadly they continue on having no
Gospel and having been misled by a misguided and
misinformed false teacher. We need to pray that the eyes
of Carter’s followers are opened.

—GRF
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MYLES MUNROE PERISHES
IN PLANE CRASH

Bahamian megachurch pastor and international speaker
Myles Munroe, 60, died along with his wife, Ruth, and
seven others in the crash of a private jet on November 9,
2014. The group was traveling to Freeport, Bahamas, to
attend the Global Leadership Forum, a conference
organized by Munroe. Bad weather is believed to have
been a factor as the Lear 36 executive jet exploded and
crashed when it hit a construction crane during an
attempted landing at Bahamas International Airport.

Munroe was a well-known figure within pentecostal
and charismatic circles. He was a frequent guest on
CBN’s The 700 Club, part of the ‘‘family’’ of the Trinity
Broadcasting Network, and a contributing writer for
Charisma magazine. He was also a past speaker for the
Promise Keepers organization. Munroe received a
Bachelor of Fine Arts, Education, and Theology from
Oral Roberts University. He also served as an adjunct
professor of the Graduate School of Theology at ORU.

Several video clips of Munroe teaching questionable
and unbiblical theology at various venues are available
on YouTube. One of the posted videos shows Munroe
declaring, ‘‘The main reason for Jesus coming to earth
was not to go to the cross.’’ Munroe maintained that
Jesus ‘‘said the reason why I came was to deliver to you
a kingdom.’’

During a eulogy at the Munroes’ funeral, televangelist
Creflo Dollar said that three days after the plane crash he
had a prophetic dream in which Munroe appeared to
him ‘‘leading his own home-going cerebration.’’ Dollar
claims that Munroe said in the dream, ‘‘Now, I’m really
going to show you how this ought to be done.’’

Munroe was the founder of the Bahamas Faith
Ministries International (BFMI) and Myles Munroe Inter-
national (MMI). He wrote more than 38 books, many of
them motivational.

—MKG

refuse to blame, refuse to gossip, show grace to leaders,
be grateful, and to keep their eyes on Jesus.

The problems for Mars Hill and Driscoll reached a
pinnacle last August when several former members
staged a protest outside the church’s main campus
calling attention to Driscoll’s admitted ‘‘divisive’’ leader-
ship. One online news report stated that charges of
Driscoll’s abuse of power had been lodged against him
by 21 former pastors. On August 24, Driscoll announced
that he was stepping down for a minimum of six weeks
while an examination of the charges against him was
being made. In October, Driscoll declared that his
resignation was permanent and then it was later stated
that Mars Hill would dissolve.

Apparently Driscoll’s misfortunes will not keep him
from the public eye or stifle his comeback to ministry.
Long before Mars Hill’s final service and closing of its
doors, ‘‘reliable sources’’ from within the church indi-
cated in November that Driscoll was exploring a return
to ministry in either Texas or California. Driscoll already
has a visible presence on the Internet with his own
website (markdriscoll.org) where visitors can blog, listen
to sermons, receive free e-books, or make a donation to
‘‘host and distribute Pastor Mark Driscoll’s past and
future Bible teaching and resources.’’

—MKG

POPE FRANCIS IS A
DOG’S BEST FRIEND

A number of years ago Hollywood weighed in on one
of the many religious matters it customarily addresses by
way of an animated feature and its sequel which told
viewers that All Dogs Go to Heaven. That belief is one that
theologians have mused and discussed for years. But
now for Catholics, the question is a bit more settled — at
least for the time being.

According to USA Today Network, ‘‘During a recent
public appearance, [Pope] Francis comforted a boy whose
dog had died, noting, ‘One day, we will see our animals
in the eternity of Christ. Paradise is open to all of God’s
creatures.’’’

Yet Francis’ declaration addresses a topic that his
predecessors have flip-flopped on for centuries. The New
York Times explained that Pope Pius IX (1846-1878)
affirmed that dogs and other animals have no souls,
whereas Pope John Paul II (1978-2005) reversed Pius’
judgment saying animals do have souls. More recently,
Pope Benedict (2005-2013) appeared to take a middle of
the road view, maintaining that when an animal dies it
‘‘just means the end of existence on earth’’ — a statement
that could sanction either belief.

The current pope’s remarks should not be of any great
surprise as he selected his papal name from Francis of
Assisi, whom Catholics regard as the patron saint of
animals. Many Catholic churches, as well as some
Anglican, Greek Orthodox, Episcopal, Unitarian Univer-
salist, and liberal Protestant churches, celebrate the feast
of St. Francis of Assisi on October 4 (or on the Sunday
nearest that date) by conducting a special ceremony
called the ‘‘Blessing of Pets.’’

The pronouncement, while unlocking the pearly gates
for dogs, also opens other challenging questions for
Catholics, most notably, will bad dogs have to suffer in
purgatory before going to heaven?

—MKG
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OUT OF FORMATION
by Gary E. Gilley

Evangelical Press, 292 pages, $14.99

A number of years ago, popular author Kenneth Boa
wrote two companion volumes titled Face to Face, which
were daily devotions of Scripture passages adapted into
personal prayers. They were excellent works. Then just a
few years later Boa released another devotional series,
The Trinity: A Journal and The Psalms: A Journal. Based
upon the wholesome content of those earlier devotionals,
it was a shock to find out that those latter volumes were
the polar opposite — taking readers on a mystical detour
into spiritual formation. Boa’s transformation is indica-
tive of the shift that is taking hold of the 21st-century
Church. This is why Gary Gilley’s book is strategic for
believers who affirm the teachings and practices given to
us in Scripture.

Perhaps there are some who are unaware — or
unconcerned — of the effects and prevalence of the
spiritual formation movement. However, they should be
both aware and concerned. The intent and consequences
of these revived ancient mystical practices leads one
away from a proper biblical path of spiritual discipline.

Spiritual formation proponents and teachings are
highly visible, not only in the Christian marketplace, but
also within many prominent Bible colleges and seminar-
ies. And this influence goes well beyond just the SFM
promoters. Gilley tells us: ‘‘Rare is an evangelical author
who does not quote from the Christian mystics and/or
recommends some of these ancient practices as a fresh
means of spiritual growth’’ (pg. 9). So, one does not have
to even read a book specific to spiritual formation and its
disciplines to come under its influence.

Gilley acquaints his readers with many of the contem-
porary players in the movement including Richard
Foster, Dallas Willard, Bruce Demarest, Dan Kimble,
Brennan Manning, Eugene Peterson, Mark Yaconelli, and
yes, Kenneth Boa. He also introduces the protagonists
from yesteryear — those from whom the current
advocates harvest their practices. These bygone mystics
include Madame Guyon, Francis of Assisi, Teresa of
Ávila, and Ignatius of Loyola. And there are a lot more
names in between.

Gilley adds, ‘‘Prior to the publication of Foster’s
Celebration of Discipline in 1978, virtually all spiritual and
mystical literature was produced by Catholic and Ortho-
dox publishing houses such as Paulist Press or the
Jesuits. Not anymore as evangelical publishers are
rushing to get to press with these bestselling books and
authors. NavPress, InterVarsity, Thomas Nelson and a
host of others have entered the market. Christians, who
had grown accustomed to trusting these publishing
houses, are being caught off-guard by what they are
reading from them today’’ (pp. 11-12).

Out of Formation is presented in two main sections. Part
one contains the players and the practices of the spiritual
formation movement. Those ‘‘spiritual disciplines’’
include contemplative prayer, sacred reading (or Lectio
Divina), solitude and silence, fasting, and other methods.

In this first section, the vital matter of discernment and
revelation is also considered. Gilley here speaks to the
importance of discernment in regard to the view of God
speaking to Christians outside the Scriptures themselves.
He reminds us that, ‘‘Despite the fact that the majority of
conservative evangelical Christians since the Reformation
have held to a cessationist (that present-day revelations
from God no longer take place) position with regard to
Divine revelation, true cessationists are rapidly disap-
pearing’’ (pg. 137). This chapter has a survey of the
identifiable views of ongoing revelation among Evangeli-
cals and presents an effective argument for cessationism.

In part two of the book, Gilley sets right the unbiblical
SFM components by examining true biblical discipleship.
He expounds upon prayer, the Scriptures, fellowship,
and the transformed life (or progressive sanctification).

While some may assert that not all the disciplines
espoused by the SFM are harmful, Gilley explains that
‘‘while some of these have a bit of basis in Scripture,
others have none, and even those which seem to be
drawn at least in part from the Bible go beyond the Word
in either their actual practice or what they promise or
both’’ (pg. 273).

Readers of Out of Formation will hear echoes of various
articles written by Gilley that have appeared over the
past many years in The Quarterly Journal. This book
brings them all together in a single volume with a whole
lot more analysis and exposition. It is a necessary volume
for the Christian who desires to remain faithful to the
charge of sola Scriptura and biblically contend against the
mystical offensive aimed at the modern Church.

—MKG



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /KOR <FEFFd5a5c0c1b41c0020c778c1c40020d488c9c8c7440020c5bbae300020c704d5740020ace0d574c0c1b3c4c7580020c774bbf8c9c0b97c0020c0acc6a9d558c5ec00200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020b9ccb4e4b824ba740020c7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c2edc2dcc624002e0020c7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b9ccb4e000200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe7f6e521b5efa76840020005000440046002065876863ff0c5c065305542b66f49ad8768456fe50cf52068fa87387ff0c4ee563d09ad8625353708d2891cf30028be5002000500044004600206587686353ef4ee54f7f752800200020004100630072006f00620061007400204e0e002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020548c66f49ad87248672c62535f003002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d5b9a5efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef65305542b8f039ad876845f7150cf89e367905ea6ff0c4fbf65bc63d066075217537054c18cea3002005000440046002065874ef653ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000520065006100640065007200200035002e0030002053ca66f465b07248672c4f86958b555f3002>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


