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As Jesus and His disciples came to
the region of Caesarea Philippi, the
Lord took the opportunity to draw
from them a declaration and confir-
mation of their faith. Peter af-
firmed that Jesus was ‘‘the
Christ, the Son of the Living
God’’ (Matthew 16:16). In
response, Jesus proclaimed
that upon this confession,
Jesus would build His
church. As Matthew Henry
wrote, ‘‘Take away the faith
and confession of this
truth from any
p a r t i c u l a r
church, and it
ceases to be a
part of Christ’s
church.’’1 Henry
added, ‘‘with
the admission or
denial of which
the church either
rises or falls.’’2

Yet today, the building of Christ’s
church seems to be based not on the
faith and commitment of a believer,
but more upon marketing models and
business techniques to produce quick
growth. The drive is for ‘‘bigger is

successful churches are run by guys
who have business degrees instead of
seminary degrees.’’3 Another pastor,
who had just returned from a Willow

Creek/seeker-sensit ive type
conference on church growth, told
PFO director G. Richard Fisher, ‘‘If

you can grow and run a
McDonalds, you can grow and
run a church.’’ But, as Fisher
responded, the problem with
that analogy is that the church
isn’t in the ‘‘business’’ of
selling fast food and people

aren’t hamburgers and
fries.

A p o l o g i s t
S t e v e n  K o z a r
outlines this phe-
nomenon that
has become the
norm within
evangelicalism:

better.’’ As one advocate for this
model stated, ‘‘There are actually
studies today that show that the most

(continues on page 13)
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WAS THE PRODIGAL SON
JUST THE GREAT
PRETENDER?

It is amazing what some people find in the Bible.
Perhaps it’s better stated that it is amazing what people
erroneously read into the Bible. The Apostle Peter spoke
of the untaught and unstable who twist the Scriptures to
their own destruction (2 Peter 3:16). So much of what is
called studying the Bible is simply muddying the Bible by
untaught leaders — people willing but not able.

Take, for example, the time I attended a church’s
small-group study about the parable of the prodigal son
(Luke 15:11-32).

Most any Bible student knows the story of the loving,
compassionate, and forgiving father. The father no doubt
refers to God and His amazing patience, kindness, and
concern. He is always ready to forgive the truly
repentant (Psalm 51). The Pharisees were amazed that
Jesus welcomed sinners (Luke 15:1). The Father would
welcome and clean up even those out of a pig pen.

The son in the parable is described as the ‘‘younger’’
son (vv. 12-13). The Greek word used there can be
translated ‘‘youthful.’’ Commentators estimate that he
was in his late teens, perhaps 19, based on the text. The
younger son decided to jump the tracks, reject his
upbringing, and take his inheritance. He went on to
waste his life and throw away his funds on immoral and

godless living. He went to the dogs and ate with the
hogs. Those he spent money on abandoned him once he
was broke. With nowhere to go and no one to which to
turn, he finally woke up, returned home in a helpless,
broken state, hoping at least to be a slave on his father’s
property. But his father saw him out on the road of
return and raced to meet him.

And now back to the Bible study. At this point the
group leader suggested that the prodigal son was, yet
again, calculating to cheat his father. The son would
manipulate the father by pretending to be at the end of
himself. He would play on the father’s sympathy and
trick his father with a faked repentance.

This is the first time I had ever heard this novel
approach. This suggestion created a pool of ignorance as
the fictional narrative of the con artist son was batted
around. Some in the group thought it might have some
real merit.

This idea of a scheming son does not at all fit the
context of the story in any way. The entire context of
Luke 15 is parables about lost things being found: a lost
sheep (vv. 3-7), a lost coin (vv. 8-10), and a lost son (vv.
11-32). In each parable the lost item is found and
restored!

The idea of a manipulative and deceptive son did not
originate from the text of the Bible; it was a figment of
this group leader’s imagination. It was clear that the
‘‘leader’’ did not have a clue about the Jewish setting,

(continues on page 21)
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APOLOGIST NORMAN
GEISLER DIES

Norman Geisler, one of the foremost Christian apolo-
gists during the past 60 years, died July 1 at age 86. As
an author, professor, and seminary president, Geisler’s
impact in evangelicalism was extensive. He was a
respected voice who faithfully defended the Word of
God and the essential doctrines of the Christian faith.

Geisler was the author, co-author, or editor of more
than 125 books, including his Systematic Theology, a
four-volume set said to be ‘‘a magisterial work by a
seasoned evangelical statesman.’’ He taught theology and
philosophy at the college or graduate level for more than
50 years. From 1970-1992, he held faculty positions at
Dallas Theological Seminary, Trinity Evangelical
Seminary, and Liberty University.

Geisler, in 1992, co-founded Southern Evangelical Semi-
nary in North Carolina with Ross Rhoads. Geisler was
also the co-founder of Veritas Evangelical Seminary (now
known as Veritas International University) in California.
VES was founded in 2008 with Joseph Holden.

This past April, Geisler announced that due to health
reasons he would be resigning his teaching duties at SES.
During the seminary’s commencement ceremonies held
in May, he was named as its president emeritus.

Christianity Today reported that a few days prior to his
death, Geisler had been hospitalized ‘‘after suffering a
blood clot in his brain.’’ He is survived by his wife of 64
years, Barbara Jean.

—MKG

MORE MOORE
CONTROVERSY

Bible teacher and best-selling author Beth Moore
continues to be a lightning rod for controversy. For a
number of years Moore has attracted the attention of
numerous discernment ministries, including Personal
Freedom Outreach, for her mysticism and sometimes
questionable Bible teaching. Now, due to recent state-
ments she has made on social media, she has increased
the number of theologians and Bible teachers who are
questioning her opinions, beliefs, and Bible interpreta-
tions.

Her latest cause, which has ignited a firestorm, is her
(continues on page 22)

WATCHTOWER BLOGGERS
CAN REMAIN ANONYMOUS

The Watchtower Bible and Tract Society has a long
history of aggressively regulating the lives and actions of
its followers. However, with the growing use of the
Internet, that control has become harder to manage as
Jehovah’s Witnesses are able to anonymously search for
and post information critical of their organization. In
May, a ruling by a federal magistrate in San Francisco
allows them to continue under a cloak of secrecy.

The court case involved a person identified as ‘‘Dark-
spilver,’’ a lifelong Jehovah’s Witness who had been
posting information critical of the Watchtower for several
years using the Reddit forum, a website which bills itself

as the ‘‘front page of the internet.’’ Darkspilver feared
that if his (or her) identity was ever revealed, it would
lead to excommunication by the sect and shunning by
family and friends.

The Watchtower moved forward in an attempt to
uncover Darkspilver’s identify when the blogger made
posts that included an advertisement and a chart from
the organization’s magazines. The Watchtower claimed
those posts violated copyright law and sought a court
order for Darkspilver’s named to be revealed.

While the court ruling said Darkspilver could remain
anonymous, there was a partial victory for the Watch-
tower when U.S. Magistrate Sallie Kim allowed for the
blogger’s name to be revealed to the Watchtower’s
lawyers. According to the San Francisco Chronicle, attor-
ney Alex Moss of the Electronic Frontier Foundation, a
privacy rights group that represented Darkspilver, said
‘‘neither her organization nor her client was happy with
Kim’s decision to disclose Darkspilver’s name to lawyers
for the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society, along with
an order that they keep the name confidential unless the
magistrate approves disclosure to anyone else. That’s no
guarantee of secrecy, Moss said, and they are considering
further actions to shield the client’s identity. She con-
tended the copyright suit was merely a pretext for
unmasking a critic.’’

In her ruling, Kim said that the posting of the
advertisement and chart ‘‘remains subject to ‘fair use,’
which allows copyrighted materials to be quoted for
public purposes such as criticism,’’ but she added that the
‘‘Watch Tower’s copyright case is not entirely baseless.’’

—MKG
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In his book on heaven and hell,
longtime Dallas Seminary systematic
theology professor Robert P. Lightner
wrote:

‘‘A word of warning is in order. I
strongly suggest that whenever
we write, speak or teach about
heaven or hell, we need to be
sure not to isolate the one from
the other. Both of these realities
are taught in Scripture. We must
not stress the one without stress-
ing the other one. Remember,
both of these are a part of the
gospel message we share.’’1

Because the April-June 2019 issue of
The Quarterly Journal covered the sub-
ject of hell, it is fitting to heed this
admonition and address the subject of
heaven.

Several years ago, Barbara Walters
appeared on an ABC News special
about heaven,2 which featured repre-
sentatives of various religions —
Catholicism, Evangelicalism, Islam,
and Tibetan Buddhism — plus an
atheist, scientists, and those who had
reported near-death experiences.
Walters summarized the discussion:

‘‘The vast majority of Americans,
almost 90 percent, believe there

is indeed, a heaven. And most
think they are headed there. And
while they may disagree on what
heaven looks like, what they will
look like, or what they’ll do
there, this seems fairly certain:
heaven is a place where you are
peaceful and happy.’’3

Shortly before this, Walters ob-
served, ‘‘But we have learned that
there are almost 10,000 distinct and
separate religions. And it’s safe to say
that most all of them have some
theory of life after death.’’4 This isn’t
to say that all religions believe in a
heaven, as we’ll see below.

However, religions other than
Christianity have their own ideas
about heaven. Walters explained, ‘‘If
you were a Viking who died in battle,
fierce goddess warriors known as
Valkyries, riding mystical steeds,
would carry you to Viking heaven,
Valhalla, where you would join an
eternal feast.’’5

Hinduism teaches a perpetual cycle
of reincarnation, eventually culminat-
ing in ‘‘Ultimate salvation of the soul
[which] is total absorption into Brah-
man.’’6 For a Hindu, ‘‘A person is
truly saved when he or she becomes
one with Brahman.’’7 A segment of

Buddhism, called Amida Buddhism
— also known as Pure Land Bud-
dhism — teaches that ‘‘faithful follow-
ers of Amida Buddha are reborn in
this Western Paradise [Pure Land].’’8
However, regardless of its length,
even if it be for thousands of years,
this stay in the Western Paradise is
only temporary. They teach that the
eventual destination of Pure Land
Buddhists is extinction.9

Orthodox Judaism teaches, ‘‘There
will be a physical resurrection. The
righteous will exist forever with God
in the ‘World to Come.’’’10

And then in Islam, Muslims are
told:

‘‘The Quran says, ‘For those who
reject Allah, there is a terrible
penalty: but for those who be-
lieve and work righteous deeds,
there is forgiveness and a mag-
nificent reward’ (Surah 35:7).11

This great reward is janna, a
garden paradise, an eternal place
of sensual and spiritual plea-
sures.’’12

NEAR-DEATH EXPERIENCES

Many individuals claim to have had
a near-death experience (NDE). In the
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television special mentioned above,
Walters reported, ‘‘Several surveys
have shown that as many as 18
million Americans may have had a
near-death experience, making this
phenomenon very hard to ignore.’’13

In the last 45 years, beginning with
Raymond Moody’s book, Life After
Life,14 a number of books have been
published about this phenomenon,
many of them written by or about
people who claim to have had a
near-death experience.15 And some of
the people who wrote about their
experience have even gone on to write
sequels.

Pastor Douglas Connelly says, ‘‘Laz-
arus never tells us what it was like to
be dead four days and then called
forth by the Lord Jesus.’’16 Neither
does anyone else in the Bible who
was raised from the dead, such as
Jairus’ daughter whom Jesus raised
from the dead (Mark 5:22-43); the
dead son of the widow of Nain, whom
Jesus also raised (Luke 7:11-17); Dor-
cas, whom Peter raised (Acts 9:36-42);
or Eutychus, whom Paul raised (Acts
20:9-12). Connelly well says:

‘‘I certainly do not have a com-
plete explanation for every near-
death experience, nor am I ques-
tioning the integrity of those who
tell their stories. I do believe,
however, that we need to be
gently skeptical of the accounts
we hear [or read about]. Such
individual experiences do not
prove anything about the after-
life.’’17

In his book, The Wonder of Heaven,
Christian author and researcher Ron
Rhodes observed:

‘‘[M]any accounts of near-death
experiences have clear connec-
tions with occultism and must be
outright rejected. As well, many
of the accounts portray a ‘Jesus’
saying things that go against the
biblical Jesus. These too must be
outright rejected.’’18

We must always measure NDEs
against the plumb line of God’s Word.
Mark Hitchcock’s book, Visits to
Heaven and Back — Are They Real?19

does just this.

NUMEROUS CHRISTIAN
BOOKS ON HEAVEN

In 1968, Wilbur M. Smith authored
a 317-page monograph on heaven.20

In the mid-1970s, an entry by him on
‘‘Heaven’’ in a well-known Bible en-
cyclopedia observed:

‘‘The Biblical doctrine of heaven
has never received, from a theo-
logical standpoint, the consider-
ation that theologians have given
to the doctrine of hell and eternal
punishment.’’21

However, since that time, there has
been no shortage of Christian books
on the subject. For instance, Joni
Eareckson Tada wrote the book
Heaven: Your Real Home.22 Probably
the best-known and lengthiest recent
treatment of the subject is Randy
Alcorn’s 530-page comprehensive
study titled Heaven.23

Many other Christian authors and
teachers have written books on
heaven in recent years, including
David Jeremiah, Robert Jeffress, John
MacArthur, Ron Rhodes, Mark Hitch-
cock, Erwin Lutzer, Tony Evans, Paul
Enns, Douglas Connelly, Kenneth D.
Boa and Robert M. Bowman, Jr., and
Derek Thomas.

These books can clarify the Bible’s
teaching on this topic. Of course, no
book except the Bible is completely
authoritative on the subject. There-
fore, no book is more important
regarding this topic, because the Bible
alone gives us the information that
God desired to reveal to us about
heaven.

HEAVEN IN THE BIBLE:
LESS INFORMATION THAN

YOU MIGHT THINK

In the New King James Version of
the Bible, the words ‘‘heaven’’ or
‘‘heaven’s’’ occur 533 times,24 the
word ‘‘heavens’’ occurs 171 times,25

and the word ‘‘heavenly’’ occurs 24
times.26 In the New American Stan-
dard Bible, the word ‘‘heaven’’ occurs
457 times27 (the word ‘‘heaven’s’’
never occurs in the NASB), the word
‘‘heavens’’ occurs 184 times,28 and the
word ‘‘heavenly’’ occurs 30 times.29

John MacArthur notes that ‘‘The En-

glish Standard Version of the Bible
employs the word heaven 493 times.’’30

The statistics above can mislead the
reader into thinking that these abun-
dant uses of the words ‘‘heaven,’’
‘‘heavens,’’ and ‘‘heavenly’’ in the
Bible indicate that the Bible provides
comprehensive information about
heaven. However, this isn’t the case.
Those seeking thorough and exhaus-
tive information about heaven from
the Bible will be frustrated.31 There
are several reasons as to how and
why so many references to heaven
can yield such partial information.

For one thing, not all the Scriptures
about heaven yield new information
that isn’t also stated elsewhere in the
Bible. For instance, that God created
the heavens and the earth or that
God’s dwelling is in heaven.

The Baker Illustrated Study Bible calls
heaven:

‘‘The present abode of God ...
The ancient Jews distinguished
three different heavens. The first
heaven was the atmospheric
heavens of the clouds and where
the birds fly — the sky (Gn 1:8,
20). The second heaven was the
celestial heavens of the sun, the
moon, and the stars. The third
heaven was the present home of
God and the angels. Paul builds
on this understanding of a third
heaven in 2 Co 12:2-4. This idea
of multiple heavens also shows
itself in how the Jews normally
spoke of ‘heavens’ in the plural
(Gn 1:1), while most other an-
cient cultures spoke of ‘heaven’
in the singular.’’32

One writer noted, ‘‘Before the Chris-
tian era, the Jews divided the heavens
into seven different strata, a notion
which has no basis in the Scrip-
tures.’’33 Perhaps this was the origin
of the term, ‘‘seventh heaven,’’ to
describe a state of supreme happiness.

What the note above tells us about
there being three different uses of the
word ‘‘heaven’’ in the Bible is a
second reason why all those hundreds
of references in the Bible to heaven
don’t give us as much information as
we would wish about the third
heaven — God’s dwelling place, be-
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cause not all of the references to
heaven in the Bible are about that
heaven that is God’s dwelling place. It
is sometimes difficult to tell if God’s
heaven is included in some of the
Bible’s references to heaven or heav-
ens. For instance, the Bible clearly
tells us that, ‘‘But the heavens and the
earth ... are reserved for fire’’ (2 Peter
3:7). And:

‘‘But the day of the Lord will
come as a thief in the night, in
which the heavens will pass
away with a great noise, and the
elements will melt with fervent
heat; both the earth and the
works that are in it will be
burned up. Therefore, since all
these things will be dissolved’’
(2 Peter 3:10-11a).

’’... the heavens will be dissolved,
being on fire, and the elements
will melt with fervent heat’’
(2 Peter 3:12b).

And Jesus Himself said, ‘‘Heaven
and earth will pass away, but My
words will by no means pass away’’
(Matthew 24:35).

The Bible also says, ‘‘Nevertheless
we, according to His promise, look for
new heavens and a new earth in
which righteousness dwells’’ (2 Peter
3:13; cf. Isa. 65:17; 66:22-24).

And in Revelation, John tells us,
‘‘Now I saw a new heaven and a new
earth, for the first heaven and the first
earth had passed away’’ (Revelation
21:1a).

So, we see that the present heavens
and earth are going to be destroyed
and that there will be new heavens
and a new earth. Whether God’s
heaven will be destroyed is another
matter. Ron Rhodes, for example,
believes that the heavens that will be
destroyed do not include God’s
abode:

‘‘Scripture reveals that the only
heavens that have been nega-
tively affected by humankind’s
fall are the first and second
heavens. The entire physical uni-
verse is running down and de-
caying. The third heaven —
God’s perfect and glorious dwell-
ing place — remains untouched

by human sin. It needs no re-
newal. This heaven subsists in
moral and physical perfection
and undergoes no change.’’34

As Rhodes also points out, Chris-
tians also differ on whether God’s fire
will annihilate the present heavens and
earth or whether it will merely cleanse
them.35

One biblical scholar states:

‘‘Of the hundreds of occurrences
of the word heaven in the [En-
glish] Bible, practically all are
[translations] of just two words
— the [Hebrew] word shamayim
and the [Greek] word ouranos.36

The [Hebrew] word means liter-
ally, ‘the heights,’ and the
[Greek] word has a similar mean-
ing, ‘that which is raised up,’ and
as an [English] word its primary
meaning is generally ‘that which
is above,’ that is, above earth and
above man.’’37

Another source states that in the
New Testament the Greek word for
heaven, ‘‘ouranos occurs most fre-
quently in Matthew (82x) and Revela-
tion (52x).’’38 However, at times, Jews
used the word ‘‘heaven’’ instead of
saying ‘‘God.’’ Thus, of the 32 times
that the phrase ‘‘kingdom of heaven’’
is used in Matthew’s Gospel — the
only book in the Bible that uses this
phrase — it appears to mean ‘‘the
kingdom of God,’’39 a term which is
used elsewhere in the New Testa-
ment. If this is correct, it reduces the
number of significant uses of the
word ‘‘heaven’’ in Matthew’s Gospel.
There are also other places in the
Bible where the word ‘‘heaven’’ is
used in place of the word ‘‘God.’’ So,
this is a third reason why the hun-
dreds of references to heaven in the
Bible do not equal as much informa-
tion about it as the number of refer-
ences might suggest.

A fourth reason that the many
biblical references to heaven may fail
to quench our thirst for knowledge is
that a number of those that do speak
of God’s heaven do not say what
believers will be doing there.

Although the many references to
heaven don’t tell us about it as might
be supposed from that fact, a counter-

balancing truth is that there are other
words and passages in the Bible that
refer to heaven without using the
word. For instance, some passages
simply speak of God’s habitation (e.g.,
Psalm 68:5; Jeremiah 25:30; Zechariah
2:13) and there are some throne room
scenes in the Bible that are set in
heaven, but don’t use the word
‘‘heaven’’ (e.g., Job 1:6-12; 2:1-7; Isaiah
6:1-13).

The book of Psalms is one source of
information about heaven. Exodus
24:9-11, 1 Kings 22:19-23, Daniel 7,
Revelation 4-5, and other throne room
scenes add to the picture.

Perhaps the most complete descrip-
tion of what many people think of as
heaven — the new heaven and the
new earth — is contained in its last
two chapters of John’s Revelation.

Everyone seems to know that, in
our eternal dwelling place, the streets
will be made of gold (see Revelation
21:21). However, the city itself will
also be pure gold (see v. 18). Al-
though John gives a physical descrip-
tion of the city, some believe that at
least certain aspects of the description
are symbolic, not literal. And ques-
tions also have been raised as to
whether the city there described is a
literal city.

Nevertheless, some of the most im-
portant and precious verses concern-
ing the place where Christians will be
for eternity are these:

‘‘And I heard a loud voice from
the throne, saying, ‘Behold, the
tabernacle of God is among men,
and He will dwell among them,
and they shall be His people, and
God Himself will be among
them, and He will wipe away
every tear from their eyes; and
there will no longer be any
death; there will no longer be
any mourning, or crying, or pain;
the first things have passed
away’’’ (Revelation 21:3-4, NASB).

‘‘And there shall be no more
curse, but the throne of God and
of the Lamb shall be in it, and
His servants shall serve Him.
They shall see His face, and His
name shall be on their fore-
heads’’ (Revelation 22:3-4).
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We know that there won’t be mar-
riage in heaven, because Jesus said,
‘‘in the resurrection [people] neither
marry nor are given in marriage, but
are like angels of God in heaven’’
(Matthew 22:30). It appears that faith,
hope, and love will endure for eter-
nity because the Bible says, ‘‘And
now abide faith, hope, love, these
three; but the greatest of these is
love’’ (1 Corinthians 13:13).

Although the material quoted below
refers to the eternal dwelling place of
believers as ‘‘heaven,’’ rather than
referring to it more accurately as ‘‘the
new earth,’’ it succinctly notes some
things, most of which are evidently
derived from the description of the
new heaven and the new earth in
Revelation 21-22:

‘‘What is most notable about
heaven is what is absent from it
as well as what is present in it.
Things that will be absent in-
clude: (1) tears, (2) sorrow, (3)
death, (4) pain, (5) darkness, (6)
ungodly people, (7) sin, (8)
temples, (9) the sun or moon,
and (10) the curse from Adam’s
sin (see Genesis 3:14-19). What
will be present in heaven in-
cludes: (1) the saints, (2) the river
of the water of life, (3) healing
fruit, (4) the Lamb of God, (5)
worship, (6) the wedding feast of
the Lamb and His bride, (7) the
unveiled face of God, and (8) the
Sun of Righteousness. Heaven is
where Christ is. It is the eternal
bliss of communion with the
God-man.’’40

The Bible doesn’t speak directly to
many of the questions that people
have about the eternal state, such as:
Will we recognize one another there?
Where will infants and small children
go when they die? Will our pets be
there? What age will we be or appear
as there? Will the eternal state be
boring? How will we be able to
rejoice in eternity if we know that
some people that we love are in hell?
What will our daily lives in eternity
look like?

Although the Bible doesn’t seem to
give direct answers to some of these
things, answers to at least some of
these questions can be deduced from

things the Bible does tell us. Some
other things can be reasonably sup-
posed, yet still other things are simply
not known to us on this side of
eternity.

WHY BIBLICAL
INFORMATIONABOUT
HEAVEN IS SO PARTIAL

We can suggest some reasons why
God didn’t give us more information
than He did about heaven. First, if He
had given us more detail about what
awaits us there, it’s possible that some
would commit suicide to get there as
soon as possible, rather than enduring
the conditions we daily experience
here on our fallen earth. In line with
this, we’re reminded of certain Mus-
lim suicide bombers, who believe that
by becoming a martyr because of their
acts of terrorism, they will be re-
warded in the afterlife with many
virgins and other sensual pleasures.

Second, the Bible doesn’t tell us
everything we might wish to know
about everything. It does tell us what
God wished to reveal to us, and,
while we are called to be heavenly
minded (Colossians 3:1-3) — there are
also things that God wants us to do
during our present lives. And, had He
revealed to us more about heaven
than He has, we might become so
preoccupied with heaven that we
wouldn’t accomplish what He intends
for us to fulfill while we are living
this life.

What God has revealed to us may
seem frustratingly incomplete. How-
ever, we can trust that He has re-
vealed — or enabled us to reasonably
deduce from what He has revealed to
us — what we need to know about it
for this present life. We must trust
Him for what we don’t yet know
about it (see Deuteronomy 29:29).

WHAT HAPPENS TO THE
BELIEVER AFTER THEY DIE?

The Bible is clear that after the
believer dies, the soul or spirit41

immediately goes to be with the Lord.
The believer’s body remains separated
from the spirit until the resurrection
(1 Corinthians 15:12-58), at which time
the believer’s resurrected and glori-

fied body and their spirit — or soul
— will be reunited.

For instance, we recall the Lord’s
response to the thief on the cross,
‘‘And Jesus said to him, ‘Assuredly, I
say to you, today you will be with Me
in Paradise’’ (Luke 23:43).

There are only two other references
to Paradise in the Bible: 2 Corinthians
12:4 (where the word ‘‘Paradise’’ is
used as a parallel for ‘‘the third
heaven’’ in verse 2), and Revelation
2:7, where we are told that, ‘‘the tree
of life, which is in the midst of the
Paradise of God.’’

Paul told the Philippians:

‘‘For to me, to live is Christ, and
to die is gain. ... [I have] a desire
to depart and be with Christ,
which is far better’’ (Philippians
1:21, 23b).

In this passage, Paul clearly delin-
eates two alternatives: Either he lives
on in the flesh, or he dies. He
describes the alternative as, ‘‘to depart
and be with Christ, which is far
better.’’

Elsewhere, Paul tells the Corin-
thians:

‘‘So we are always confident,
knowing that while we are at
home in the body we are absent
from the Lord. ... We are confi-
dent, yes, well pleased rather to
be absent from the body and to
be present with the Lord’’
(2 Corinthians 5:6, 8).

Thus, to be absent from the body is
to be present with the Lord. Because
Jesus is now in heaven at the right
hand of the Father (Colossians 3:1;
Hebrews 1:3; 8:1; 10:12), it is reason-
able to believe that, at death, Chris-
tians go to heaven. Recall that, just
prior to being stoned, Stephen saw
Jesus in heaven, standing at the right
hand of God (Acts 7:55-56) and that,
as he was dying, Stephen said, ‘‘Lord
Jesus, receive my spirit’’ (v. 59).

A VOICE OF DISSENT

One contemporary biblical scholar
who does not agree with the view
that believers go straight to heaven is
Douglas Jacoby. Jacoby’s views on
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heaven and hell differ at various
points with much contemporary
Christian teaching on heaven, hell,
and the intermediate state between
death and the resurrection.42 Al-
though Jacoby claims that only the
Bible is authoritative,43 he seems to
have interpreted Scripture through
the grid of early church thought
rather than judging early church
thought by what Scripture says.

Elsewhere in his book, Jacoby
appears to teach salvation by works
— and even defends doing so. Again,
he appeals to the early church to
buttress his alarming view (see Gala-
tians 1:6-9). He says, ‘‘The early
church saw no contradiction between
justification by faith and justification
by works, for they are two sides of
the same coin. We should strive for
the same maturity, the same heart.’’44

Jacoby may be thinking of James 2,
where it says that there is a need for
works corresponding to one’s
professed faith and where James says,
‘‘faith without works is dead’’ (vv. 20,
26). If that is what Jacoby is saying —
and the larger context surrounding
the above quotation raises questions
about that — he should have qualified
his remarks to indicate that while
works will be present where there is
true faith, it is faith alone that saves,
not faith plus works.

THE AFTERLIFE
BODY OF BELIEVERS

At the resurrection, believers will
receive their eternal, glorified body.
However, some have advanced the
notion that believers will have some
sort of intermediate body between
death and the resurrection. Whether
or not believers will have an interme-
diate body between their death and
the resurrection is up for debate.
However, it need not concern us here.

The permanent body that believers
will receive at the resurrection will be
imperishable (1 Corinthians 15:42,
NASB), glorious (v. 43), powerful (v.
43), spiritual (v. 44),45 heavenly (vv.
48-49), and immortal (vv. 53-54).

Those who have not trusted Christ
as Savior will go to Hades after death
and before the resurrection (Luke

16:19-31). At the time of Christ’s death,
it appears from some Scriptures that
Christ may have translated to heaven
the souls/spirits of the righteous dead
who were in Hades prior to His death
(Luke 23:43; Ephesians 4:8-10). How-
ever, with such slender scriptural
support, Bible scholars disagree on
whether or not these passages refer to
Christ leading to heaven the souls of
the righteous who were in Hades prior
to His death.46 Nevertheless, what
Scripture does seem clear about is that
since the time of Christ’s death and
resurrection, at death believers go
immediately to be with Christ and
unbelievers still suffer torment in
Hades until the resurrection of the
dead.

THE FINAL JUDGMENT AND
THE MARRIAGE OF THE LAMB

Throughout the Bible, God is re-
vealed as a righteous judge (Genesis
18:25; Psalm 7:11; 9:8; 50:6; 96:13; Acts
17:31).

After they are resurrected, both
believers and unbelievers will be
judged (Hebrew 9:27). Those who
have not accepted Christ as Savior
will be judged according to their
works and consigned to hell (Mat-
thew 25:41-46; Revelation 20:11-15).
Those who have trusted Christ as
Savior will not partake of this judg-
ment of condemnation (John 5:24;
Romans 8:1-2, NASB; 1 Corinthians
11:32). Nevertheless, believers will
also be judged according to their
works, not to decide their eternal
destiny, but to determine what, if any,
rewards they will receive from the
Lord (Psalm 62:12; Ecclesiastes 12:14;
Jeremiah 17:10; Acts 24:15-16; Romans
14:10-13; 1 Corinthians 3:10-15; 4:5;
2 Corinthians 5:9-10; Revelation 22:12).

In addition to the resurrection of the
dead and the final judgment, there
will be the marriage of the Lamb
(Matthew 22:1-14; Ephesians 5:25-27;
Revelation 19:7, 9).

WHERE DOES THE BELIEVER
SPEND ETERNITY AFTER
THE RESURRECTION?

The Bible teaches that Christians go
to be with Christ — likely in heaven
— as soon as their life on earth ends.

However, after the resurrection of the
dead (1 Corinthians 15), when the
glorified, resurrected bodies and the
souls of the dead are again united,
and after the destruction or replace-
ment of the current heaven and earth
occurs (Revelation 21:1), where do the
believers reside?

From Revelation 21-22, it appears
that believers forever reside on the
new earth in the New Jerusalem
(Revelation 3:12; Galatians 4:26; He-
brews 12:22-24). While agreeing that
believers will reside for eternity on
the new earth, Kenneth Boa and
Robert Bowman disagree that the New
Jerusalem described in Revelation 21-
22 is a literal city.47 They point out:

‘‘John says that he saw the New
Jerusalem ‘coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as a
bride adorned for her husband’
(Rev. 21:2). In verse 9 an angel
tells John, ‘Come, I will show
you the bride, the wife of the
Lamb.’ ... the Lamb is Jesus
Christ ([Rev.] 5:6) ... [and] the
church ... is the bride or wife of
the Lamb ([Rev.] 19:7-8; cf. 2 Cor.
11:2; Eph. 5:25-27). Therefore, the
New Jerusalem is a symbol for the
redeemed in their future glory, not a
description of a literal location.’’48

So, while they rightly point out that
the church is the bride of Christ and
that Revelation seems to identify the
wife of the Lamb with the city Jerusa-
lem described in Revelation 21-22,
they appear to see no alternative other
than to see the city Jerusalem, as ‘‘a
symbol for the redeemed in their
future glory,’’ rather than as ‘‘a de-
scription of a literal location.’’

However, in this same section, the
word ‘‘city’’ is used to describe New
Jerusalem 12 times. Additionally, the
book of Hebrews speaks four times of
a city that God has prepared for the
redeemed: Hebrews 11:10, 16; 12:22;
13:14. And in one of these references
it says, ‘‘you have come to Mount
Zion and to the city of the living God,
the heavenly Jerusalem, to an innu-
merable company of angels’’ (He-
brews 12:22).

Boa and Bowman may be right. Or,
perhaps in some way both things are
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true: Jerusalem is both the wife of the
Lamb and a city which the saints
inhabit.

The following two quotations from
Randy Alcorn’s book, Heaven, give a
fitting summary:

‘‘[T]he Heaven we will go to
when we die, the present
Heaven, is a temporary dwelling
place, a stop along the way to
our final destination: the New
Earth.’’49

‘‘The answer to the question,
Will we live in Heaven forever?
depends on what we mean by
Heaven. Will we be with the
Lord forever? Absolutely. Will
we always be with him in exactly
the same place that Heaven is
now? No. In the present Heaven,
we’ll be in Christ’s presence, and
we’ll be joyful, but we’ll be
looking forward to our bodily
resurrection and permanent relo-
cation to the New Earth.’’50

As the Bible says, ‘‘we, according to
His promise, look for new heavens
and a new earth in which righteous-
ness dwells’’ (2 Peter 3:13).

So, after the new heavens and earth
are revealed, we will live on the new
earth and (perhaps) live in a city
called the New Jerusalem (Revelation
3:12; 21:2; cf. Galatians 4:26; Hebrews
12:22).

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
ABOUT HEAVEN

Space only allows us to briefly
consider a few questions. Those wish-
ing more information are advised to
search the Bible. Other resources in-
clude Appendix 1 of Mark Hitch-
cock’s book, Visits to Heaven and Back
— Are They Real?51 Hitchcock’s earlier
work, 55 Answers to Questions About
Life After Death,52 Ron Rhodes’ book,
What Happens After Life?,53 or the
larger work, Heaven,54 by Randy Al-
corn.

Will we be bored in eternity? This
seems to be a common fear. Voice to
this fear was given by Mark Twain in
a passage from The Adventures of
Huckleberry Finn, where Huckleberry
is describing the views of the spinster,

Miss Watson, and his reaction to
them:

‘‘She said ... she was going to live
so as to go to the good place.
Well, I couldn’t see no advantage
in going where she was going, so
I made up my mind I wouldn’t
try for it. But I never said so. ...
Now she had got a start, and she
went on and told me all about
the good place. She said all a
body would have to do there
was to go around all day long
with a harp and sing, forever and
ever. So I didn’t think much of it.
But I never said so. I asked her if
she reckoned Tom Sawyer would
go there, and she said not by a
considerable sight. I was glad
about that, because I wanted him
and me to be together.’’55

Eternity and the eternal state will
not be boring. The God Who created
many marvelous wonders on this
earth is the same God who is Creator
of the new heaven and the new earth.
Does anyone imagine that the new
earth will somehow be less than the
earth we currently live on, which is
beautiful, even though marred by the
effects of the Fall?

The Bible says, ‘‘In Your presence is
fullness of joy; at Your right hand are
pleasures forevermore’’ (Psalm 16:11).
And we know that, both immediately
after this life, and in eternity, we will
be in the Lord’s presence.

In the revised and expanded edition
of her book on heaven, Joni Eareckson
Tada says:

‘‘In the original book, I make the
point that heaven isn’t so much a
Place as it is a Person. But I
didn’t say nearly enough. Yes,
Jesus said, ‘I am going there to
prepare a place for you’ (John
14:2). But it isn’t the mansion or
celestial condo or quarter acre of
heavenly real estate that really
matters to me. It’s Him. Truly. If
He’s there — wherever there is
— it’s heaven. If He’s not, then
it’s not.’’56

And it is likely that one reason that
the Bible doesn’t tell us more about
heaven and life on the new earth, is
that words cannot describe it.57

Will we recognize one another in
heaven? Scripture does not answer
this question directly. However, we
do know that when Jesus was trans-
figured before three of His disciples
on the mountain (Matthew 17:1-8;
Mark 9:2-8; Luke 9:28-36), they recog-
nized Moses and Elijah. Also, in the
story of the rich man and Lazarus in
Luke 16:19-31, the rich man saw and
recognized both Abraham and Laz-
arus (Luke 16:23-24). (Although some,
who believe that account to be a
parable, rather than an actual histori-
cal event, might discount this detail.)
And when Stephen was being stoned,
he recognized Jesus in heaven (Acts
7:55-56).

What age will we appear to be in
eternity? This question is somewhat
related to the previous one about
whether or not we will recognize each
other in eternity. It is a question that
people have that the Bible doesn’t
seem to address. Mark Hitchcock,
who poses this question, in order to
respond to it, admits as much, ‘‘The
subject of age or appearance of age in
heaven is never directly addressed in
the Bible, so the answer to this
question requires us to speculate
based on other information.’’58

In answering this question, he con-
cludes that he believes, ‘‘our Lord will
give us a body that reflects how we
looked in the prime and peak of our
earthly life. For those who leave this
earth before reaching the optimal age
and condition, we can trust that our
Lord, who knows everything, will fit
them with a perfect body that reflects
how they would have appeared at the
optimal stage of human life on
earth.’’59

Do infants and small children go to
heaven? Although Scripture does not
directly address this, there are indica-
tions in Scripture that infants and
small children go to heaven. Ron
Rhodes and Randy Alcorn both ad-
dress this topic in the books referred
to by them at the beginning of this
section.60 Additionally, a short book
that Robert Lightner wrote on this
topic is very helpful.61

Both Rhodes and Lightner agree
that children are sinners. However,
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there are two main issues: moral
culpability and the ability to meet the
condition for salvation, which is put-
ting one’s faith in Jesus as one’s
Savior. Concerning the first issue,
Rhodes states, ‘‘On the one hand,
infants are born into the world in a
state of sin. On the other hand, young
infants are not portrayed in Scripture
as morally culpable beings — not
until they reach the age of account-
ability. But what is the age of account-
ability? It’s not the same for every
child. Some children mature faster
than others. Some come into an
awareness of personal evil and righ-
teousness earlier than others do.’’62

Concerning the second matter, that of
putting faith in Christ as one’s Savior,
Rhodes states:

‘‘It would be a cruel mockery for
God to call upon infants to do
what they could not do — and to
hold them responsible for that.
At such a young age, children
simply do not have the capacity
to exercise saving faith in
Christ.’’63

Later, he states:

‘‘My conclusion is simple and
straightforward. Heaven receives
those who can’t believe. If a child
should die before reaching the
age of accountability, the benefits
of Christ’s death are applied to
that child at the moment of
death, and the child is issued
immediately into the presence of
God in heaven. This includes
preborn babies — that is, babies
who die in the womb due to a
miscarriage or an abortion.’’64

What will we do in eternity? In
their book, What the Bible Says About
Heaven and Eternity?, authors Thomas
Ice and Timothy J. Demy state, ‘‘The
Bible speaks of at least six activities in
heaven: worship, service, authority
and administration, fellowship, learn-
ing, and rest.’’65 Concerning the last
activity listed, there is little scriptural
support for this and the main Scrip-
ture that Ice and Demy cite as support
is Revelation 14:10-13.66 In verse 13,
we read, ‘‘Then I heard a voice from
heaven saying to me, ‘Write: ‘‘Blessed

are the dead who die in the Lord
from now on.’’’ ‘Yes,’ says the Spirit,
‘that they may rest from their labors,
and their works follow them.’’’67 As
for the other five activities:

1. One cannot read the book of
Revelation and miss the presence of
worship in heaven. It seems only
reasonable to believe that, as we are
in the presence of our Savior, the
Lord Jesus, and as we behold Him
(see Revelation 22:4), that we too will
join with the heavenly host in wor-
shipping God.

2. As for service, we read that in the
holy city ‘‘His servants shall serve
Him’’ (Revelation 22:3c).

3. Concerning authority and admin-
istration, in Jesus’ parable of the
talents (Matthew 25:14-30), those ser-
vants who were faithful over a few
things were made ruler over many
things (vv. 21, 23). Likewise, in His
similar parable of the minas (Luke
19:11-27), those servants who were
faithful were given authority over
cities (vv. 17, 19). If these parables
refer to rewards in the afterlife — as it
seems — then those who were faithful
with what the Lord entrusted to them
in this life will be rewarded in the
afterlife with increased responsibility
and administration.

The Bible also says that believers
will judge the world (1 Corinthians
6:2) and angels (v. 3). And we also
read, ‘‘If we endure, we shall also
reign with Him’’ (2 Timothy 2:12). In
Revelation, concerning the redeemed,
we read, ‘‘You have made them to be
a kingdom and priests to our God;
and they will reign upon the earth’’
(Revelation 5:10, NASB). Note here,
that they will reign upon the earth, not
in heaven. And, regarding the Lamb’s
servants, we are told, ‘‘And they shall
reign forever and ever’’ (Revelation
22:5c). It also appears that the 12
apostles will sit on 12 thrones judging
the 12 tribes of Israel (Matthew 19:28).

4. We will have fellowship with the
Lord and with fellow believers from
all the ages. The scriptural support for
fellowship with others in God’s king-
dom would include verses such as
Matthew 8:11 and Luke 13:28-29.

5. As for learning, the Bible says,
‘‘For now we see in a mirror dimly,
but then face to face; now I know in
part, but then I will know fully just as
I also have been fully known’’
(1 Corinthians 13:12, NASB).

GETTING TO HEAVEN

From a human viewpoint, this is the
most important part of the subject of
heaven. For, unless a person goes to
heaven, everything else is just head
knowledge!

Professor Donald Whitney, of
Southern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary, observed that the prevailing
thought is that all it takes to go to
heaven is to die:

‘‘Today, the more common belief
is justification by death. The way
you go to heaven is simply die. If
you die, you will go there. The
people in the Twin Towers in
New York, they’re all in heaven
now. Why do we believe that?
Well, they died. ... And if you
don’t think that is so, watch the
St. Louis Post-Dispatch or Time or
Newsweek when a famous person
dies and on the op-ed page,
where they have those little po-
litical cartoons ... and they will
indicate that almost universal be-
lief that that person is now in
heaven because that’s where
everyone goes when they die
because they are all basically
good people.’’68

However, contrary to this popular
belief, the Bible states that, ‘‘There is
none righteous, no not one’’ (Romans
3:10) and ‘‘There is none who does
good, no, not one’’ (v. 12c) and ‘‘all
have sinned and fall short of the glory
of God’’ (v. 23). Furthermore, it says,
‘‘For the wages of sin is death’’
(Romans 6:23). Sin results in death —
spiritual death — which is separation
from God both in this life, and in the
hereafter.

Dr. Erwin Lutzer has written:

‘‘One minute after you slip be-
hind the parted curtain, you will
either be enjoying a personal
welcome from Christ or catching
your first glimpse of gloom as
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you have never known it. Either
way, your future will be irrevo-
cably fixed and eternally un-
changeable.’’69

The Bible is clear: Jesus told Nicode-
mus, ‘‘Most assuredly, I say to you,
unless one is born again, he cannot
see the kingdom of God’’ (John 3:3).
And, a few verses later, Jesus re-
peated, ‘‘You must be born again’’ (v.
7). We must be spiritually reborn to
enter heaven.

The Gospel is God’s good news
about Jesus. Being born again in-
volves two things: Knowledge of the
Gospel message and personally ap-
propriating that message for our-
selves. Regarding the content of the
Gospel, Paul says:

‘‘Now I make known to you,
brethren, the gospel which I
preached to you, which also you
received, in which also you
stand, by which also you are
saved, if you hold fast the word
which I preached to you, unless
you believed in vain. For I deliv-
ered to you as of first importance
what I also received, that Christ
died for our sins according to the
Scriptures, and that He was bur-
ied, and that He was raised on
the third day according to the
Scriptures, and that He appeared
to Cephas, then to the twelve.
After that He appeared to more
than five hundred brethren at
one time, most of whom remain
until now, but some have fallen
asleep; then He appeared to
James, then to all the apostles;
and last of all, as to one untimely
born, He appeared to me also’’
(1 Corinthians 15:1-8, NASB).

It has been stated that these verses
are some of the most important in all
of Scripture, as they embody the very
content of the saving message of the
Gospel.

As for personally appropriating the
Gospel, John writes, ‘‘But as many as
received Him, to them He gave the
right to become children of God, to
those who believe in His name’’ (John
1:12).

Elsewhere, John tells us:

‘‘For God so loved the world that
He gave His only begotten Son,
that whoever believes in Him
should not perish but have ever-
lasting life. For God did not send
His Son into the world to con-
demn the world, but that the
world through Him might be
saved. He who believes in Him is
not condemned; but he who does
not believe is condemned al-
ready, because he has not be-
lieved in the name of the only
begotten Son of God’’ (John 3:16-
18).

The Greek word for ‘‘believe,’’ sim-
ply means ‘‘trust.’’ We must put our
trust in Jesus as our sin-bearer — and
in nothing and no one else — for our
salvation.

More succinctly, the Bible says:

‘‘He who believes in the Son has
everlasting life; and he who does
not believe the Son shall not see
life, but the wrath of God abides
on him’’ (John 3:36).

Jesus stated:

‘‘All that the Father gives Me
will come to Me, and the one
who comes to Me I will by no
means cast out. For I have come
down from heaven, not to do My
own will, but the will of Him
who sent Me. This is the will of
the Father who sent Me, that of
all He has given Me I should lose
nothing, but should raise it up at
the last day. And this is the will
of Him who sent Me, that every-
one who sees the Son and be-
lieves in Him may have everlast-
ing life; and I will raise him up at
the last day’’ (John 6:37-40).

As the Bible says, ‘‘Believe in the
Lord Jesus, and you will be saved’’
(Acts 16:31, NASB).

Trust in Jesus as your Savior and
you will have an eternal address with
the Lord on the new earth!

‘‘For the wages of sin is death,
but the free gift of God is eternal
life in Christ Jesus our Lord’’
(Romans 6:23, NASB).

One of the last verses in the Bible
gives this gracious invitation:

‘‘And the Spirit and the bride
say, ‘Come!’ And let him who
hears say, ‘Come!’ And let him
who thirsts come. Whoever de-
sires, let him take the water of
life freely’’ (Revelation 22:17).

If you have never done so, come to
Jesus today and receive His gift of
eternal life!

Endnotes:
1. Robert P. Lightner, Heaven and Hell: A
Biblical Guide. Taos, N.M.: Dispensational
Publishing House, Inc., 2017, pg. 57.
2. Barbara Walters, ‘‘A Barbara Walters
Special: Heaven: Where is it? How do we
get there?,’’ ABC News, 2005.
3. Ibid., timemark: 1:19:14. Walters had
made a similar observation near the begin-
ning of the program: ‘‘In a recent survey
by ABC News, nearly 9 out of 10 Ameri-
cans said they believe heaven exists. And
most assume they’re going there at the
end of their lives,’’ timemark: 2:46.
4. Ibid., timemark: 1:17:00, emphasis in the
original.
5. Ibid., timemark: 10:52.
6. J. Isamu Yamamoto, Hinduism, TM and
Hare Krishna. Grand Rapids, Mich.:
Zondervan Publishing House, 1998, pg.
42. Elsewhere, Yamamoto defines Brah-
man as ‘‘the Universal Soul in pure spirit
form’’ (ibid., pg. 40) and ‘‘the ultimate
reality; the chief god in the Hindu pan-
theon’’ (ibid., pg. 87, s.v., ‘‘Brahman’’).
7. Ibid., pg. 42.
8. J. Isamu Yamamoto, Buddhism, Taoism
and Other Far Eastern Religions. Grand
Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan Publishing
House, 1998, pg. 50.
9. Ibid., pg. 51.
10. Dean C. Halverson, General Editor,
The Compact Guide to World Religions.
Minneapolis: Bethany House Publishers,
1996, pg. 126, from the chapter on Juda-
ism, by Richard Robinson, of Jews for
Jesus.
11. A ‘‘surah’’ in the Quran is like a
chapter in the Bible.
12. Bruce Green in Christianity, Cults and
Religions. Torrance, Calif.: Rose Publish-
ing, 2008, pg. 63, italic in original.
13. ‘‘A Barbara Walters Special: Heaven,’’
op. cit., timemark: 1:08:38.
14. Raymond A. Moody, Jr., M.D., Life
After Life, 25th Anniversary edition. New
York: HarperOne, 2001. In this anniver-
sary edition, Melvin Morse, who wrote its
Preface, credits Moody with coining the
term ‘‘near-death experience’’ to describe
the phenomenon (ibid., pg. x; for Moody’s
use of the term, see, e.g., pg. 6).
15. In the book by Mark Hitchcock, Visits
to Heaven and Back — Are They Real? (Carol
Stream, Ill.: Tyndale House Publishers,



drank water from a rock (Exodus 17:6;
Numbers 20:7-12). Both the manna and
the rock were physical, yet spiritual.
46. For more discussion of this point, see J.
Greg Sheryl, ‘‘The Grave and Beyond: A
Biblical Look at What Happens After
Death,’’ The Quarterly Journal, October-
December 2006, pp. 15-16, the section
entitled, ‘‘There Goes the Neighborhood!’’
47. Kenneth D. Boa and Robert M. Bow-
man, Jr., Sense and Nonsense About Heaven
and Hell. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan,
2007, pp. 165-166.
48. Ibid., pg. 165, emphasis added.
49. Heaven, op. cit., pg. 43.
50. Ibid., pg. 42.
51. Visits to Heaven and Back — Are They
Real?, op. cit., Appendix 1: ‘‘Answers to
Common Questions about Death and
Heaven,’’ pp. 171-197.
52. Mark Hitchcock, 55 Answers to Ques-
tions About Life After Death. Sisters, Ore.:
Multnomah Publishers, Inc., 2005.
53. What Happens After Life?, op. cit.
54. Heaven, op. cit.
55. Samuel L. Clemens, The Adventures of
Huckleberry Finn. New York: The Heritage
Press, 1940, pg. 15, italic in original.
56. Heaven: Your Real Home ... From A
Higher Perspective, expanded edition, op.
cit., pg. 16.
57. It’s tempting here to cite 1 Corinthians
2:9, ‘‘But as it is written: ‘Eye has not seen,
nor ear heard, nor have entered into the
heart of man the things which God has
prepared for those who love Him.’’’ How-
ever, the next verse says, ‘‘But God has
revealed them to us through His Spirit’’
(v. 10a). So, the context seems to indicate
that the Spirit has already revealed things
that belong to believers; although some of
those things He has revealed may relate to
the afterlife.
58. Visits to Heaven and Back — Are They
Real?, op. cit., pg. 183.
59. Ibid., pg. 184.
60. What Happens After Life?, op. cit., pp.
121-128; Heaven, op. cit., pp. 354-356.
61. Robert P. Lightner, Safe in the Arms of
Jesus: God’s Provision for the Death of Those
Who Cannot Believe. Grand Rapids, Mich.:
Kregel Publications, 2000.
62. What Happens After Life?, op. cit., pg.
123, italic in original.
63. Ibid., pg. 124.
64. Ibid., pg. 128.
65. Thomas Ice and Timothy J. Demy,
What the Bible Says About Heaven and
Eternity. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Kregel Pub-
lications, 2000, pg. 23.
66. Ibid., pp. 24-25.
67. Cf. ibid., pg. 25.
68. Donald Whitney, ‘‘Hell Is Real,’’ ser-
mon at Parker Road Baptist Church,
Florissant, Mo., April 13, 2008.
69. Erwin W. Lutzer, One Minute After You
Die. Chicago: Moody Press, 1997, pg. 9.

12 · The Quarterly Journal October-December 2019

Inc., 2015, pp. 5-8), he lists 40 books
related to NDEs, and calls it, ‘‘a brief list’’
(pg. 5).
16. Douglas Connelly, After Life: What the
Bible Really Says. Downers Grove, Ill.:
InterVarsity Press, 1995, pg. 36.
17. Ibid., pg. 35.
18. Ron Rhodes, The Wonder of Heaven.
Eugene, Ore.: Harvest House Publishers,
2009, pg. 242.
19. Visits to Heaven and Back — Are They
Real?, op. cit. See the back page of this
issue of The Quarterly Journal for a review
of this book. Also regarding NDEs, see J.
Greg Sheryl, ‘‘Are Near-Death Experiences
‘Proof of Heaven’?,’’ The Quarterly Journal,
April-June 2014, pp. 4-14.
20. Wilbur M. Smith, The Biblical Doctrine
of Heaven. Chicago: Moody Press, 1968.
21. W.M. Smith in Merrill C. Tenney and
Steven Barabas, editors, The Zondervan
Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible. Grand
Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan, 1976, vol. 3, pg.
60, s.v., ‘‘Heaven.’’
22. Joni Eareckson Tada, Heaven: Your Real
Home. Grand Rapids, Mich: Zondervan-
PublishingHouse, 1995. Tada has recently
expanded and updated this book: Joni
Eareckson Tada, Heaven: Your Real Home ...
From A Higher Perspective, expanded edi-
tion. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan,
2018.
23. Randy Alcorn, Heaven. Carol Stream,
Ill.: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., 2004.
24. The New King James Version Concor-
dance. Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publish-
ers, 1992, pp. 472-474.
25. Ibid., pg. 474.
26. Ibid.
27. Zondervan NASB Exhaustive Concor-
dance. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan-
PublishingHouse, 2000, pp. 511-513.
28. Ibid., pg. 513.
29. Ibid.
30. John MacArthur, The Glory of Heaven:
The Truth about Heaven, Angels, and Eternal
Life. Wheaton, Ill.: Crossway, 2013, pg. 73,
italic in original.
31. Bible scholar and theologian Ron
Rhodes, who has written three books on
the subject of heaven (Heaven: The Undis-
covered Country [1996], The Wonder of
Heaven [2009], and What Happens After
Life? [2014]), disagrees that the Bible has
little information about heaven. He writes,
‘‘Some people claim we can know little or
nothing about what heaven is like. They
say Scripture says very little about the
topic ... I have a much different view. As a
longtime student of the Bible, I think
Scripture tells us a great deal about
heaven and the afterlife’’ (Ron Rhodes,
What Happens After Life? Eugene, Ore.:
Harvest House Publishers, 2014, pg. 66).
32. Baker Illustrated Study Bible. Grand
Rapids, Mich.: Baker Books, 2018, pg. 10,
sidebar on Heaven.
33. Robert G. Rayburn in Charles F.

Pfeiffer, Howard F. Vos, John Rea, Editors,
Wycliffe Bible Dictionary. Peabody, Mass.:
Hendrickson Publishers, Inc., 1998, pg.
768, s.v., ‘‘Heaven.’’
34. What Happens After Life?, op. cit., pg. 59.
35. Ibid., pp. 60-62. Rhodes states, ‘‘Theo-
logians call the first view the replacement
view’’ (pg. 60, italics in original). He says,
‘‘Other theologians counter that such [bib-
lical] phrases could easily apply to the
renewal view’’ (pg. 61, italics in original).
36. The name of the planet Uranus comes
from this Greek word ouranos. (See The
Glory of Heaven, op. cit., pg. 73.)
37. Smith in The Zondervan Pictorial Ency-
clopedia of the Bible, op. cit., pg. 60, italics
in original.
38. William D. Mounce, D. Matthew
Smith, Miles V. Van Pelt, Editors,
Mounce’s Complete Expository Dictionary of
Old and New Testament Words. Grand
Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan, 2006, pg. 329,
italic in original, s.v. ‘‘Heaven(s).’’
39. Matthew’s Gospel does use the phrase
‘‘kingdom of God’’ a handful of times.
40. R.C. Sproul, General Editor, The Refor-
mation Study Bible. Sanford, Fla.: Reforma-
tion Trust Publishing, 2015, pg. 2330,
sidebar on ‘‘Heaven.’’
41. I will use the words ‘‘spirit’’ and
‘‘soul’’ interchangeably in this article to
refer to the immaterial part of the person
that survives death.
42. See Douglas A. Jacoby, What’s the
Truth About Heaven and Hell? Eugene,
Ore.: Harvest House Publishers, 2013. For
Jacoby’s differing views regarding some of
the Scripture verses cited above, see pp.
123-130.
43. Ibid., pg. 129, where he states, ‘‘The
evidence is clear. There was an early
Christian consensus [i.e., that believers
don’t go straight to heaven at death]. The
patristic quotations [which I have cited]
have no intrinsic authority — for authority
we rely only on the word of God — but
they illustrate the scriptures, with which
they are in harmony.’’ I agree with Jacoby
that the patristic quotations he cited have
no intrinsic authority. However, in the
chapter where he says this, Jacoby uses
those early church citations to argue for
the way he interprets some of the Scrip-
tures we have cited above rather than
evaluating the citations he gave by Scrip-
ture.
44. Ibid., pg. 148.
45. The fact that something is called both
spiritual and physical is biblical. For ex-
ample, in a Scripture concerning the
Israelites in the wilderness under Moses,
it says that they, ‘‘all ate the same
spiritual food, and all drank the same
spiritual drink. For they drank of that
spiritual Rock that followed them, and
that Rock was Christ’’ (1 Corinthians
10:3-4). The Israelites ate manna from
heaven (Exodus 16:4, 31) and they twice



October-December 2019 The Quarterly Journal · 13

IF YOU BUILD IT, THEY WILL COME
(continued from page 1)

‘‘The ‘attractional’ church model
is so common that it’s practically
the norm; most Christians have
assumed that it is the only valid
way to ‘do church’ nowadays, or
they don’t even know that other
legitimate options exist. What is
it? Simply put, this model of
church starts with the idea that
‘normal’ church is unattractive
and can’t bring in new people, so
exciting new ideas must be
implemented in order to get
people in the door. Once people
show up for the attractive and
entertaining aspects, they’ll even-
tually hear a gospel message and
they’ll ‘accept Jesus in their
hearts’ (or something to that
effect).’’4

Kozar further says that ‘‘leadership’’
is a preoccupation within this church
model. He explains:

‘‘One of the most striking charac-
teristics of the Attractive, Seeker-
Friendly church is the constant
emphasis on LEADERSHIP. This
is not surprising, since much of
the philosophy behind this
church model is not based on the
Bible — it’s based on business
principles.’’5

Along this line, one of the major
players in the church planting busi-
ness is an organization called the
Association of Related Churches
(ARC). According to recent statistics
provided by the group, ARC has
launched 843 churches.6 They also
claim that in 2018 the association
invested $8 million in church planting
and that the largest average atten-
dance on a launch day for a new
church was 315 people.7

THE HISTORY OF ARC

ARC was launched at a meeting of
six pastors in 2000. One pastor, Greg
Surratt, had told his church that ‘‘he
felt they were supposed to plant 2000
churches.’’8 Surratt became president
of ARC in 2012 following the death of
the organization’s first president, Billy
Hornsby, in 2011. A driving force in

organizing ARC was Hornsby’s fasci-
nation of Surratt’s ‘‘‘live-giving’
weekend services that were attracting
large numbers of un-churched
people,’’ and which were described as
‘‘Spirit filled, non-spooky service[s].’’9
Hornsby saw this as ‘‘a model to be
emulated’’ and ‘‘felt he could put
‘feet’ to Greg’s vision of planting 2000
churches.’’10

In that first meeting two pastors,
Rick Bezet and Chris Hodges, wanted
to establish churches, one in Little
Rock, the other in Birmingham. The
trouble was that they needed money
and ‘‘a workable model.’’ So, accord-
ing to ARC:

‘‘Greg offered both guys $25,000
to fund their plants and any
monthly support needed to meet
budget for their first year — a
safety net that bolstered their
confidence in planting. Going
forward, Greg asked Rick and
Chris to invest that same amount
back into other church planters.
Rick and Chris went on to plant
their churches on the same day
— February 4, 2001. Their suc-
cessful launches and subsequent
growth became the model for
future ARC church plants.’’11

In the very early years, ARC
planted only a few churches annually,
but in ‘‘2006, ARC planted 9 churches,
in 2007 there were 16 more, 2008 saw
25, and by 2009, ARC was averaging
around 50 new plants a year. With a
more developed structure, ARC is
now training and coaching hundreds
of church planters each year.’’12

In March 2011, following a two-year
battle with cancer, Hornsby died at
age 61. In addition to his role as
pastor and church-plant facilitator, he
wrote such books as The Cell-Driven
Church, Success for the Second in Com-
mand, and The Attractional Church. In
April 2012, a year following his death,
the ARC board selected Surratt to
serve as its second president.

Like the previous models of Bill
Hybels (Willow Creek Community
Church) and Rick Warren (Saddleback
Church), ARC sees the church as an
evangelistic center with a focus on

attracting non-believers. To keep the
numbers high and on the increase in a
postmodern culture, the target audi-
ence — nonbelievers — must be kept
happy and satisfied. And this often
comes at the expense of sound doc-
trine and preaching. Forgiveness of
sin through repentance is minimized
or eliminated and the message is one
that is ‘‘relevant’’ and addresses the
needs of people by helping them
navigate through the issues of life to
be successful and in accomplishing
the visions and dreams that drive
them forward.

As one newspaper report stated,
‘‘Bars aren’t the only venue down-
town where patrons can find dim
lights, loud music and 20-somethings
swaying rhythmically;’’ visit this new
brand of churches ‘‘on any given
Sunday morning and you likely will
see a similar scene.’’13 Jay Henderson,
former pastor of a United Methodist
Church in Kansas that was in decline
and which sits in the shadow of
several market-driven churches, said
he wanted ‘‘to learn about the style
these churches are using to attract
young adults.’’14 Henderson indicated
that ‘‘a more progressive theology is
necessary to keep young adults in the
church for the long haul.’’15 He
added:

‘‘Young adults are going to say,
‘I have gay friends and gay
family. It doesn’t seem relevant
to me, or possible for me, to be a
part of a group that says they are
going to hell,’ ... Ultimately, they
are not really being relevant to
where young people are to-
day.’’16

A LOW VIEW OF SOUND
MINISTERIAL CHARACTER

As doctrine often takes a back seat
to numbers, so, too, the standards for
personal integrity and character of the
leaders of ARC are likewise dimin-
ished. This was demonstrated in the
life of ARC’s executive director Dino
Rizzo. Rizzo was one of the six
pastors who founded the organiza-
tion. According to Charisma magazine:

‘‘As a 23-year-old Dino worked
under Baton Rouge icon Jimmy
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Swaggart as a youth pastor and
ran the televangelist’s $300,000-
a-month, 30-vehicle bus ministry.
He’d been saved in a Word-Faith
church in Myrtle Beach, S.C., and
at Swaggart’s Bible college.’’17

Neither Charisma nor (apparently)
Rizzo offered an explanation for the
claim of two conversion experiences.
Nevertheless, it was at the Bible
college where Rizzo met his wife,
DeLynn. They were married in 1988
and began serving as student pastors.
Five years later, and after declining
several opportunities to serve as
youth pastors at ‘‘some of the nation’s
largest churches,’’ the couple agreed
to help revive a dying church in
Baton Rouge. At his inaugural service
as pastor, Rizzo said there were only
12 people present. But within four
months, the church, then known as
Trinity Christian Center, grew to over
70 people. The church received sup-
port from some prominent sources.
Charisma reported:

‘‘Their first offering was a $400
check written in the living room
of Lakewood Church founding
pastor John Osteen, who wanted
to be the first to sow into their
ministry after listening to Dino’s
plans to reach the poor and
hurting. ... Other ministries, such
as Joyce Meyer Ministries, came
alongside the church with addi-
tional resources to reach the
poor.’’18

From those humble beginnings,
Trinity Christian Center, which was
later renamed Healing Place Church,
grew into what is seen as nothing less
than a modern church success story,
expanding to over 10,000 attendees at
numerous campuses in Louisiana,
Texas, and outside the United States.
In 2012, its Baton Rouge facility
boasted ‘‘a stunning $44 million main
campus with a state-of-the-art media
center and a community sports
complex open year-round to the
public.’’19

The social gospel was Rizzo’s ticket
to prominence. He coined the term
‘‘Servolution’’ and developed a multi-
media curriculum to enable other
churches ‘‘to create and spur on a

culture of serving for the cause of
Christ!’’ The curriculum was adver-
tised as:

‘‘A Servolution is not an event,
it’s a culture. Infusing it into the
DNA of your church will change
the way you think about out-
reach and revolutionize the way
your church reaches people. The
Servolution culture actively pur-
sues the lost, forgotten and poor
to show them the love of God. In
Servolution, Pastor Dino Rizzo
shares the story of serving and
how it has become an integral
factor in the life of Healing Place
Church and each of it’s [sic]
people.’’20

And Charisma makes clear, ‘‘That
‘Servolution’ lifestyle goes beyond
one-time outreaches and trendy ‘so-
cial justice’ efforts.’’21 While it is
presented as providing information
on growing a church, the underlying
premise of Servolution never fully
addresses the true mission of the
church. There is no Gospel, no repen-
tance, no sin, and/or no depravity of
man. Its focus is about meeting needs
and giving away free merchandise so
those in the community will feel
obligated to attend church. While
Rizzo would dispute that charge by
claiming, ‘‘The goal of our servolution
has always been to demonstrate the
love of Jesus, not to make people feel
like they now owed it to us to come
to a service.’’22 Nevertheless, that’s
what the end result will often be. In
one example he cites, Rizzo says that
one summer his church ‘‘gave away
two hundred and fifty thousand
bottles of Snapple and over forty tons
of bananas.’’23 Rizzo also suggests:

‘‘We were learning that when-
ever you find something that
meets a need and makes people
excited about coming to church,
it is probably worth doing.’’24

His book comes with the endorse-
ments of Promise Keeper founder Bill
McCartney, Hillsong Church pastor
Brian Houston, and mystic author
Priscilla Shirer.

In 2011, the social gospel aspect of
Rizzo’s ministry advanced further as
he co-founded and served as presi-

dent of Compassion Coalition, an
‘‘international organization that
brings together more than 50 churches
and ministries, including Joyce Meyer
Ministries, Assemblies of God, Con-
voy of Hope, and other ministries.’’25

Rizzo asserts:

‘‘Social justice is a hot topic right
now in our culture; it’s becoming
a cool thing to talk about in
Hollywood and in the music
world, and that’s fine with me.
But I’d really like to see the
church lead the way in social-
justice efforts.’’26

Yet in the midst of Rizzo’s star
rising — with all his fame and accom-
plishments — sin was crouching at
his door. At the very same time he
was being enthusiastically praised,
including being featured on the July
2012 cover of Charisma magazine, he
began a sabbatical and then two
months later he resigned as pastor of
Healing Place Church. In a subse-
quent story a year later, the magazine
reported:

‘‘Rizzo stepped away from the
pulpit at Healing Place Church in
Baton Rouge, La., last summer,
saying he had not felt like him-
self spiritually, physically or
emotionally for several months.
At that time, he also said that his
physically exhausted, spiritually
depleted state had affected his
decision-making, his family life
and his ability to lead effectively.
Although it was unclear why
Rizzo chose to resign at that
time, he did ask for forgiveness
from those he disappointed as a
pastor. He told the congregation
that his wife and three kids were
on the path to ‘healing and
hope.’’’27

When Rizzo announced that he and
his wife were resigning, his comments
were vague, saying, ‘‘We feel it is best
that we step down as pastors today’’
and that they felt that God was
moving them into ‘‘a new season’’ of
their lives.28 Rizzo’s congregation was
simply told to ‘‘accept’’ and ‘‘trust’’:

‘‘Acknowledging the lack of clar-
ity provided by the Rizzos as to
why they were stepping down,
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Chris Hodges, an overseer of
Healing Place and pastor of
Church of the Highlands in Bir-
mingham, Ala., asked the congre-
gation to just accept that the
seven overseers of the church
know the whole situation. ‘We’re
going to take care of them and
we’re going to take care of you.
Trust me,’ said Hodges during
Sunday’s service.’’29

One church member stated, ‘‘There
will be tons of rumors circulating, but
it’s none of anybody’s business.’’30

While much of what was reported
about Rizzo’s departure was ambigu-
ous at best, a website that featured the
testimonials of former cult members
provided some of the details that
were being sidestepped:

‘‘However, rumors have [been]
circulating since late July [2012]
on Louisiana message boards
that Rizzo was having an affair
with a 25 year old church intern.
What’s worse is, the church board
allegedly paid the young woman
to move back to her home state
to cover the incident up, which
was not originally Louisiana, ac-
cording to sources.’’31

From those who supported Rizzo,
his moral failure was sanitized with
descriptions such as he was ‘‘involved
in the early stages of a brief but
inappropriate friendship with another
woman.’’32 And it seems as though
before the dust had even settled,
Rizzo was back being labeled by a
fellow ARC board member as ‘‘amaz-
ing inspiration to me and to people all
over the world.’’33 Charisma magazine
added the following details:

‘‘‘In July [2013], the ARC board
of directors met for our annual
board meeting and — based on
the recommendation of the over-
seers — formally installed Dino
back into this season of ministry,’
Surratt says. ‘We laid hands on
him and released him to fulfill
the call of God on his life again.
We are looking forward to the
value he will bring to ARC,
providing care and relationship
to fellow pastors as we move
forward together in our goal of

seeing life-giving churches
planted and nourished in every
community.’’’34

And it appears that Rizzo’s affair
did little in the way of suppressing
his ministry. His biographical descrip-
tion on the ARC website states:

‘‘Dino also serves on the Execu-
tive Team and is Outreach and
Missions Pastor for Church of the
Highlands in Birmingham, Ala-
bama, one of the largest and
most influential churches in the
United States, led by planter and
Senior Pastor Chris Hodges. In
these roles, Dino teaches in
weekend worship services
throughout the year and leads
the church to recognize the needs
and serve the community.’’35

Upon his reinstallation in 2013,
Rizzo received cheering and clapping
from the congregation of the High-
lands church.

The issue of Rizzo’s moral lapse is
troubling on at least two accounts.
First was the way it was downplayed,
along with an ‘‘it’s none of anybody’s
business’’ rationalization. Second was
his fast-track return to the pulpit,
after only a year exile. Moreover,
Rizzo’s ARC and Healing Place
Church colleagues set standards for
his return and evidently thought the
time was right:

‘‘Hodges explained that Rizzo
went through a 31-point restora-
tion plan devised by him and the
overseers of the Healing Place
Church. The plan required coun-
seling for both Rizzo and his
wife, Delynn.’’36

Following his return, Rizzo also
served for a year under Hodges’
supervision as a part of that plan. In
addition to his outreach and missions
pastoral ministry, his role at ARC in a
sense places him in a position where
he is a pastor to pastors, developing
church-growth strategies and teaching
at the organization’s conferences.

There is a great debate among
Christians about the restoration of a
morally fallen pastor. From immedi-
ate reinstatement to permanent dis-
qualification, the evangelical approach

has varied greatly. Yet in the church
today, restoration to a pastoral office
has become the prevalent pattern.
John Armstrong, citing a Leadership
magazine article in which four minis-
ters responded to the issue of restora-
tion, noted that ‘‘three of the four
participants believed men fundamen-
tally can and should be restored to
pastoral ministry if at all possible.’’37

However, Armstrong’s view is more
in line with the minority on this one.

The past voices from the church —
that is men such as the Church
Fathers, along with the Reformers and
Puritans — say ‘‘No’’ to the restora-
tion of a pastor who sinned sexually.
Armstrong tells us:

‘‘What emerges plainly is this:
They would tolerate no deviation
from moral purity and certainly
would not allow a pastor to
continue in office who had fallen
sexually. Indeed, some churches
and fathers would not even al-
low such a man to ever be a
member of the church again,
much less re-enter the pastoral
office.’’38

Armstrong aligns himself with these
men and argues effectively the case
for pastoral removal. In biblically
presenting his view and responding
to the arguments of those who favor
restoring a sexually fallen pastor, he
summarizes by saying:

‘‘All sin is deceitful and poten-
tially destructive of pastoral min-
istry. What I am arguing for is
this: sexual sin is especially able
to deceive, to harden the heart
and to bring untold harm and
destruction to those touched by it
(cf. 1 Corinthians 6:18-20); thus it
destroys pastoral leadership
whenever it occurs. It is a fire of
destruction that burns scores of
people when it occurs in the life
of one chosen to shepherd the
flock of Christ. It nurtures the
cynicism of the world, since the
fallen pastor can no longer have
a ‘good reputation with those
outside,’ and it destroys trust
within the church by making the
man no longer ‘above reproach’
or ‘blameless.’’’39
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Beyond addressing the matter of
Rizzo’s return to the pulpit, Arm-
strong’s comments also speak firmly
to the concern about how Rizzo’s sin,
while glossed over to his congrega-
tion and others, has strong conse-
quences. Armstrong further observes
that ‘‘the church would be much
stronger without its fallen leaders
back in position of authority. Indeed,
the church suffers precisely because
she has compromised her moral integ-
rity. This invites the discipline of God
upon the church. When leadership
breaks down, all pastors are affected
in one sense.’’40

Another prominent pastor who is
involved with ARC is the Rev. Casey
Treat. According to the organization,
Treat is a member of its ‘‘Lead
Team.’’41 Treat has been on the radar
of numerous discernment ministries
for decades. Michael G. Moriarty, in
The New Charismatics, discloses:

‘‘Charismatic Casey Treat, pastor
of the Christian Faith Center
(Seattle, Washington) and an
avid promoter of restorationism,
positive confession, and the
health and wealth gospel, has
also ‘been accused of fostering
the heresy of Satan’s lie in Gen-
esis 3:5, teaching his followers
that they are gods and exact
duplicates of God.’’’42

While not excusing Treat’s connec-
tion to the hyper-charismatic theology
of positive confession and the health
doctrine, Moriarity does however ex-
plain that Treat’s teaching that believ-
ers are little gods may be the result of
‘‘poor word choices or careless doctri-
nal articulation’’ and has cited one
source who claims that Treat has
‘‘admitted that men are not literally
gods and [has] promised not to use
this terminology again.’’43

But Treat’s ministerial difficulties
extend beyond the theological. Ac-
cording to Wikipedia, ‘‘In 2017 Caleb
Treat, Casey’s son and executive pas-
tor of Christian Faith Center, was
sued over claims of sexual harass-
ment. The case settled for an undis-
closed sum of money. In December
2018, a second lawsuit was filed
against the Treats and the church,

alleged sexual exploitation, abuse,
and financial improprieties.’’44

In regard to the 2018 allegations, a
news source in Seattle reported that
the ‘‘Lawsuit calls for removal of
Casey and Wendy Treat, and CFO,
from church leadership roles’’ and
stated:

‘‘Three former Christian Faith
Center congregants have brought
a lawsuit against Federal Way
megachurch Christian Faith Cen-
ter and the family who owns it,
alleging family members utilize
church resources as their own
and sexually exploit and abuse
church members.’’45

The article further revealed that:

‘‘The suit lists several causes of
action in the plaintiff’s complaint
for damages, including the
church’s alleged breach of con-
tract. This includes regular and
routine cash distributions and
lending of credit to Casey and
Wendy Treat and their children
‘upon demand.’ Some examples
include an approximate $31,000
cash expenditure allegedly taken
by Caleb Treat from the church’s
Chief Financial Officer Theresa
Fazeka that was used to purchase
a Harley Davidson motorcycle
for his father. At any given time,
Casey Treat had approximately
10 Harley Davidson motorcycles
valued at approximately $50,000
each, according to the suit. The
church’s alleged breach also in-
cludes the Treat family member’s
acquisition of personal real estate
using church resources.’’46

A LOW VIEW OF SOUND
BIBLICAL DOCTRINE

Churches and ministers who are a
part of the ARC network embrace a
wide spectrum of beliefs, including
traditional Pentecostalism, Word-
Faith, emergent churches, and those
preaching a ‘‘Christianity-Lite.’’ As
one blogger observed:

‘‘A lot of the ARC Churches do
not have solid doctrine but I
know of a few who do preach
about sin, heaven, hell, etc. but

even in those churches it is a lot
like Christian Kindergarten and
even those churches’ affiliations
are sketchy at best and scary at
worst. A lot of the ARC churches
take out the saving portion of the
gospel out of the Gospel but
some keep it in. If they do, it is
likely watered down. ... The ARC
is a seeker sensitive purpose-
driven organization from what I
have noticed. It is preferable to
avoid due to the false teachers
they promote.’’47

The ARC website is all about
‘‘launching, equipping and connecting
the local church.’’ It has all the
resources and information necessary,
including ‘‘how-to series,’’ confer-
ences, and training events. All of this
is just a ‘‘click’’ away. One thing,
however, that is missing — or at least
very difficult to get to — is a doctrinal
statement for the organization. Appar-
ently, your practice (what you do) is
more crucial than your doctrine (what
you believe). Yes, their website does
have a ‘‘Statement of Faith,’’ but it’s
like the New England idiom, ‘‘You
can’t get there from here.’’ Nowhere
on the home page, including the
navigation bar at the top or the footer
navigation panel at the bottom, is
there a link to ARC’s beliefs. One has
to know and manually type the URL
into the web browser’s address bar in
order to open the webpage containing
the organization’s beliefs.48 (One can
also locate it by typing ‘‘Statement of
Faith’’ into the website’s search en-
gine and then sorting through the list
of results.)

While ARC provides easy-access,
quick links to its resources and train-
ing, it makes examination of its beliefs
nearly impossible. This is only one of
several aspects which clearly demon-
strates how doctrine lacks in impor-
tance or significance with this organi-
zation.

Moreover, the emphasis is directed
toward one’s ‘‘dreams,’’ ‘‘visions’’
and in ‘‘creating a healthy culture for
your church staff, your marriage,
[and] how to carry a consistent cul-
ture from one campus to another.’’49

In listing the various ways in which
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ARC members express their culture as
‘‘being Jesus-centered,’’ the paragraph
under the title ‘‘We Believe’’ does not
encompass a single theological essen-
tial, but rather says:

‘‘WE BELIEVE. One of the great-
est things about our founder
Billy Hornsby was that he be-
lieved in couples who no longer
believed in themselves. There are
so many pastors I have heard tell
their story and the turning point
for them was when they realized
someone believed in them. What
I love about that now is that it’s
not just Billy Hornsby, but it’s all
of ARC believing in you. All of
this ARC family is pulling for
you, whether you’re a future
planter or a recent planter, or
you pastor a church you didn’t
plant, or if you’ve pastored the
church you’re at for 50 years, this
ARC Family believes in you and
is pulling for you.’’50

ARC’s interests encompass many
elements, but doctrine does not ap-
pear to be one. Doctrine is of little
concern to this organization and its
leaders. It is imperative, however, that
spiritually disciplined believers, and
especially those who are pastors and
teachers, devote themselves to doc-
trine. Scripture commands such:

‘‘Take heed to yourself and to the
doctrine. Continue in them, for in
doing this you will save both
yourself and those who hear
you’’ (1 Timothy 4:16).

‘‘For the time will come when
they will not endure sound doc-
trine, but according to their own
desires, because they have itch-
ing ears, they will heap up for
themselves teachers; and they
will turn their ears away from
the truth, and be turned aside to
fables’’ (2 Timothy 4:3-4).

Christians must pay careful atten-
tion to doctrine — to know what we
believe and why we believe it. The
early believers in Jerusalem ‘‘contin-
ued steadfastly in the apostles’ doc-
trine’’ (Acts 2:42). We should do the
same. Knowing the Scriptures and
what they teach is the only way to

truly develop a Christian worldview.
Doctrine shapes our lives and impacts
how we live.

The ‘‘we believe’’ focus of ARC,
therefore, is not about believing
sound doctrine, but about believing in
oneself and one another. It seems
relational issues are more important
than doctrine. And the Rizzos are
unapologetic in holding to this view.
Years earlier, they told Charisma
magazine that, ‘We love diversity. We
like crossing over into a lot of
flows.’’51 They also acknowledge their
propensity toward Pentecostalism and
how the social aspect of their message
takes precedence over doctrine:

‘‘We value the gifts of the Spirit,
praying in the Holy Ghost, all
those things ... but we always felt
like it could be expressed in a
new way to reach a new people.
We’ve never made it a dividing
point; we’ve always felt like be-
ing Spirit-filled is just who we
are — we just express it a lot of
different ways. It’s never really
been a big tension or this big
discussion on ‘What are we and
how do we express it?’ We don’t
get into a debate about all that.
When you’re ministering to the
poor and have people stopping
by who just lost their job, and
you’re getting emails from some-
one who just got diagnosed with
cancer, you just don’t have time
for all that. We don’t have time to
argue or split theological hairs.’’52

And a low view of doctrine appears
to be prevalent throughout many of
the ARC churches. The pastor of an
ARC plant church in St. Louis re-
cently tweeted, ‘‘Nothing drives me
crazier more than ‘DISCERNMENT’
being used for ‘Suspicion’ instead for
the observation of the needs of others!
I hate the impact that religion has had
on our definitions.’’53 This pastor’s
church, Equation Church, says it is
‘‘named by many as the ‘Out the Box
Church’ due to their untraditional
methods and his unconventional
preaching style’’ and that the pastor
‘‘is known for his creativity from
catchy sermon titles to props to illus-
trate his messages.’’54 Their propen-

sity to the social gospel is evident as
they state, ‘‘Our mission is simple:
Love God + Help People = Change
the World!’’

A doctrinal statement is absent from
this church’s website. If one searches
enough webpages, however, they may
discover a statement or two such as,
‘‘What is the Christ Centered Focus?
The Holy Spirit will give you the
mental, spiritual and physical
strength to do what he has called you
to do.’’55 But an articulation of the
Gospel is absent. The idea of a ‘‘Christ
Centered Focus’’ concludes with:

‘‘As we press toward the mark,
it’s good to remember that God
is a BIG God and loves to display
his wonders through His chil-
dren, particularly the things that
seem to be impossible in the
natural. Just like Elijah, the hand
of the Lord can give us the
supernatural strength to outrun
chariots of fear, doubt, debt, can-
cer, diabetes, high blood pres-
sure, laziness, ignorance and any
other affliction that causes us to
miss the mark. He will give the
spiritual, mental and physical
strength to those who are run-
ning into their destiny, to outrun
their chariots with purpose, on
purpose.’’56

In the end, the message is all about
us and our well-being, not about Jesus
Christ and His atoning sacrifice.

A HIGH VIEW OF
PARTNERS IN MINISTRY

A large section of ARC’s website is
devoted to what they call ‘‘Partners in
Ministry.’’ This is a significant block
of ‘‘resources’’ which is mainly busi-
nesses that cater to the church plant-
ing/church building business. It in-
cludes financial investors, loan pro-
viders, legal counsel, and much more.

Suppose, as a start-up church, you
need a location to meet on Sunday
mornings. ARC’s ‘‘Partners in Minis-
try’’ can help you with that. Don’t be
thinking school cafeteria or gymna-
sium; ARC has a better resource from
which to draw. Along this line, AMC
theatres are a ‘‘partner’’ and there is a
contact to rent an AMC theatre for
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your worship services. They promote
it as:

‘‘Movie theatres, unlike many
traditional church buildings or
other rented venues, are a famil-
iar environment that are relevant
and welcoming. The non-tradi-
tional, comfortable and casual
environment of a theatre church
is ideal for inviting the people
you’re attempting to reach. Be
honest: Would you rather revisit
your middle school cafeteria or
the place you saw your favorite
movie? In addition, it’s a space
designed for easily gathering and
sharing a message: prominently
located, great visuals and acous-
tics, with plenty of parking, rest-
rooms, and seating. AMC is the
largest movie exhibition com-
pany in the U.S., in Europe and
throughout the world with more
than 1,000 theatres.’’57

Or maybe you need help in market-
ing your church or for a fundraising
effort. ARC can steer you in the right
direction there, too. BMCFerrell is one
of several advertising and marketing
firms who are ministry partners with
ARC. The company describes how it
can help grow a church:

‘‘God has used BMCFerrell to
help churches and ministries
grow to their greatest potential
through the strategic use of tradi-
tional and digital media and
advertising. Through wise plan-
ning, production, placement and
promotion, BMCFerrell is pas-
sionate to see our ministry part-
ners fulfill their calling from our
Lord Jesus Christ. For over 30
years, we have been dedicated to
the success of ministries like
Joyce Meyer, John Siebeling/The
Life Church Memphis, Bayless
Conley/Cottonwood Church,
The Healing Place Church, Stov-
all Weems/Celebration Church,
Kenneth Hagin Ministries/
Rhema, and many others.’’58

Besides the obvious Word-Faith
connection of some of its ‘‘ministry
partners,’’ what is even more discon-
certing is the constant appeals to
human effort and marketing tech-

niques, rather than to the power and
blessing of God, in building a church.
Phrases like you can grow to your
‘‘greatest potential through the strate-
gic use of traditional and digital
media and advert is ing’ ’  and
‘‘Through wise planning, production,
placement and promotion ... our min-
istry partners [can] fulfill their calling
from our Lord Jesus Christ’’ remove
the Holy Spirit and His work from the
endeavor. But, perhaps, that should
be expected. The ministry of the Holy
Spirit is to ‘‘convict the world of sin,
and of righteousness, and of judg-
ment’’ (John 16:8). To cultivate a large
number of church goers in a short
time, preaching about sin, the deprav-
ity of man, and the need for repen-
tance is not the best approach to use.
If we want people to show up — and
continue to do so — then it’s better to
use a ‘‘strategy’’ that avoids all the
heavy doctrinal issues and in its place
give free resources to the community
and in its worship provide entertain-
ment and promises of success, keep
everything relevant, and don’t de-
mand too much from those who
attend.

Rizzo, however, does offer a token
gesture that God is responsible for
building the church. He recounts a
time when ‘‘God spoke quietly’’ in-
side his heart, claiming, ‘‘He said,
‘Dino, if you will take care of people
outside the walls of this church, I’ll
take care of filling it.’’’59 Ultimately,
then, while God builds His church it
is the result of our service and strate-
gies and, as Rizzo clearly maintains,
‘‘Servolution makes churches grow.’’60

Beyond advertising and direct mail,
‘‘coaching’’ is another feature that
ARC pitches. One entry states:

‘‘We’re excited to bring back
Make Room in 2019 and we’re
starting something new this year
called ‘Whiteboard Sessions’!
These will be four unique and
focused intensives throughout
2019 designed for Lead Pastors
and senior-level leaders of me-
dium to larger-sized churches.
We’ll dive into specific topics
that we get a lot of questions
about from friend churches.’’61

Those who enlist this service will
have the curtain pulled back ‘‘on the
successes and failures of each specific
topic of the session’’ and will be able
to strategize ‘‘how each topic can be
applied to bring success to your
church.’’62

And then let’s not forget about
serving coffee at your church services.
ARC has a resource for that as well.
Another of the ‘‘Partners in Ministry’’
can provide you with coffee from
around the world:

‘‘Non-Fiction Coffee is commit-
ted to making a real impact both
locally and globally through reli-
ably sourced commerce and giv-
ing back to local causes. We
believe each cup of coffee pro-
vides real people with both a
delicious beverage and opportu-
nity.’’63

Yes, from design and architecture to
securing loans and investments to risk
management and legal advice to ad-
vertising and marketing to event pro-
duction and staging to coffee, ARC
has you covered on all fronts. Wal-
mart claims, ‘‘Save Money. Live Bet-
ter.’’ Target says, ‘‘Expect More. Pay
Less.’’ And Amazon boasts of being,
‘‘The Everything Store.’’ ARC just
needs a catchy tagline, like ‘‘Your One
Stop Church Shop.’’

IT’S ALL ABOUT CULTURE

One ARC church plant in the St.
Louis area (different from the one
previously mentioned) says it is ‘‘a
life giving church ... that reflects the
culture of the communities that sur-
round us.’’64 ‘‘Culture’’ is a reoccur-
ring buzzword in ARC materials and
sources. In its spring 2019 magazine,
readers are reminded of the impor-
tance of culture. In his ‘‘First Word’’
column, ARC president Greg Surratt
writes:

‘‘When people ask me what I
would do differently as a church
planter today, I tell them that
culture — how we accomplish the
vision — is just as important as the
dreams that drive you forward.’’65

Surratt then explains, ‘‘Culture
making is our responsibility. If we
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produce a culture with God at the
center, there is no way the world can
stay the same!’’66 Elsewhere, the Riz-
zos state, ‘‘Our culture really all gets
down to being Jesus-centered, and we
express that in a lot of ways.’’67 A few
pages further, Josh and Amy Roberie,
members of ARC’s ‘‘Launch Team,’’
outline how to ‘‘Create a Compelling
Culture in 4 Steps’’ informing readers
that, ‘‘A healthy culture is not easy to
create or maintain.’’68 Still further,
church growth teacher Phil Klein
tackles the subject in great detail and
answers the question, ‘‘What is
culture and why is it so important?’’
He stresses:

‘‘Culture is the glue that holds
everything together in an organi-
zation. It connects and engulfs
people, systems, and structures.
It is the protective net that
catches and corrects any failures
or shortcomings of people or
systems. It’s where individuals
take responsibility for end re-
sults, not merely process execu-
tion. Process is critical, and it
needs to be defined, docu-
mented, and taught, but culture
is the self-healing ring that en-
circles systems and processes
when they fail us. It’s what keeps
people and churches healthy. In
other words, culture assures that
your values and your behavior
are in alignment. It steers the
vision God has given you
throughout every level of your
church.’’69

Here again, the Holy Spirit and the
Word of God are diminished and
human effort, rather than the power
and blessing of God, is at the core of
building a church. This time, how-
ever, instead of marketing techniques it
is creating a culture that ‘‘keeps
people and churches healthy’’ and
‘‘the glue that holds everything to-
gether in an organization.’’ In their
passion to attract the masses, ARC
and its leaders establish an out-of-
balance theology of culture. While
their desire to reach the lost for Jesus
Christ is biblical and honorable, they
have disintegrated into an ‘‘ends justi-
fies the means’’ approach that ulti-
mately compromises the Gospel.

Growth and success becomes the fo-
cus and driving force, and when those
things occur it is seen as evidence that
God is blessing their efforts. The
result, however, is not just an inad-
equate message of salvation, but apos-
tasy.

Syndicated columnist Cal Thomas is
spot on when he says, ‘‘Too many in
Christ’s family are preoccupied with
‘reforming’ culture instead of being
transformed by the renewing of their
minds.’’70

In his analysis of seeker friendly
churches, writer Steve Shirley main-
tains:

‘‘I even see nothing wrong with a
church adapting itself to some
degree to the culture it is in. Paul
talks about the fact that he
adapted to the culture he was in
to reach more people with the
Gospel (1 Cor 9:19-23). But, the
KEY is that while he may have
adapted himself personally, he
NEVER changed or adapted the
message he was preaching, no
matter where he was. This is a
BIG problem with the ‘seeker
friendly’ movement. They are not
only adapting the church, but
they are adapting the MESSAGE!
This is wrong! The early church
preached no messages on posi-
tive thinking, self-improvement,
psychology, or how to have a
better life. But, there were lots of
messages on the need to repent
(mentioned 65 times in the New
Testament), Christ crucified for
sin, blood being shed, hell (used
23 times in the NT), dying to
oneself, rejoicing when perse-
cuted, Jesus is the ONLY way to
the ONLY God, and many other
‘hard’ messages.’’71

Tom McMahon, who co-founded
with Dave Hunt the discernment min-
istry The Berean Call, expresses these
two concerns:

‘‘First of all, the gospel and, more
significantly, the person of Jesus
Christ do not fit into any market-
ing strategy. They are not ‘prod-
ucts’ to be ‘sold.’ They cannot be
refashioned or image-adjusted to
appeal to the felt needs of our

consumer-happy culture. Any at-
tempt to do so compromises to
some degree the truth of who
Christ is and what He has done for
us. For example, if the lost are
considered consumers and a ba-
sic marketing ‘commandment’
says that the customer must
reign supreme, then whatever
may be offensive to the lost must
be discarded, revamped, or
downplayed.’’72

And:

‘‘Secondly, if you want to attract
the lost on the basis of what
might interest them, for the most
part you will be appealing to and
accommodating their flesh. Wit-
tingly or unwittingly, that seems
to be the standard operating pro-
cedure of  seeker-fr iendly
churches. They mimic what’s
popular in our culture: top-forty
and performance-style music,
theatrical productions, stimulat-
ing multimedia presentations,
and thirty-minutes-or-less posi-
tive messages. The latter, more
often than not, are topical, thera-
peutic, and centered in self-ful-
fillment — how the Lord can
meet one’s needs and help solve
one’s problems.’’73

David F. Wells, professor of system-
atic theology, in his penetrating book
Losing Our Virtue, writes:

‘‘The wisdom common to many
of our marketers is that, if it
wants to attract customers, the
Church should stick to a positive
and uplifting message. It should
avoid speaking of negative mat-
ters like sin. Not only so, but
what has distinguished the
Church in its appearance and
functions should now be aban-
doned. In order to be attractive
to people today, church build-
ings should not look different
from corporate headquarters,
malls, or country clubs. Crosses
and robes should go; dress
should be casual; hymns should
be contemporary and empty of
the theological substance by
which previous generations
lived, because this is incompre-
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hensible today; pews should be
replaced by cinema-grade seats,
organs by synthesizers and
drums, solemnity by levity, re-
flection by humor, and sermons
by light dialogues or catchy read-
ings. The theory is that people
will buy Christianity if they
don’t have to deal with what the
Church has traditionally been.’’74

Simply put: when a church or min-
istry has as its main focus someone or
something other than the person and
work of the Lord Jesus Christ, it is an
organization that needs to be avoided.
ARC is more devoted to successful
statistics than a sovereign Savior. The
Apostle Paul was single-minded in
preaching Christ and Him crucified.
In addressing the church at Corinth,
his Christ-centered message was that
if any of us boast, we do so only in
the Lord (1 Corinthians 1:31). We are
never to boast in ourselves or in what
we have accomplished through
earthly wisdom and physical endeav-
ors. The LORD, speaking through the
prophet Jeremiah, warned:

‘‘Thus says the LORD: ‘Let not the
wise man boast in his wisdom,
let not the mighty man boast in
his might, let not the rich man
boast in his riches, but let him
who boasts boast in this, that he
understands and knows me, that
I am the LORD who practices
steadfast love, justice, and righ-
teousness in the earth. For in
these things I delight, declares
the LORD’’’ (Jeremiah 9:23-24,
ESV).

As Wells instructs:

‘‘The Church ... must care more
about truth than its success, more
about faithfulness than being cul-
turally at home. It must find the
strength to believe that moder-
nity poses no problems that are
insurmountable to the grace and
power of God.’’75

These are all matters to which the
leaders and members of ARC need to
pause and ponder. While not each
and every aspect of ARC is bad or
even heretical, the legitimate concerns
are far too numerous. God establishes

the directives for building His church
and we are to follow. When we start
trying to develop ministry on our
own, based upon our abilities —
human ability and human study, it
becomes a business and not a church.

In Acts we are told that it is the
Lord who builds the church: ‘‘And
the Lord added to the church daily
those who were being saved’’ (Acts
2:47). We must not overlook the fact
that it comes by the faithful preaching
of the Word (see vv. 14-42), not by
marketing methods or meeting the
needs of the populace by means of a
social gospel. Until the goal-driven
and social strategies to market Chris-
tianity and build churches are aban-
doned and Jesus Christ and His mes-
sage of salvation become central, ARC
is an organization to be avoided. ARC
may be building ‘‘successful’’
churches, but it is lacking in the
biblical sense of building Christ’s
church which is the making of
disciples who will live, not for
themselves, but for the Lord and His
glory.
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EDITORIALS
(continued from page 2)

Jewish idioms, or the clear teaching and thrust of Jesus’
message as recorded in Luke’s Gospel.

The parable is obviously not a story of an unrepentant,
scheming son, but rather the polar opposite. It shows a
loving father and a heartbroken, repentant son. Gerhard
Maier summarizes:

‘‘Revelation knows ‘autonomous’ man only as ‘lost’
man. Jesus’ parable of the prodigal son (Lk 15:11-32)
conveys this way of viewing things in a concen-
trated form. The younger son gains a certain — not
full — measure of autonomy from the father, sugges-
tive of a cutting loose from God. This autonomy
‘suffers’ under two limitations. #1) It cannot thwart
the reign and love of the father. #2) It cannot assure
that forces other than the father will not exert their
power over the son during his sojourn in a strange
land. His life becomes debt-ridden; he falls into
dependence. The once free son becomes a slave (cf.
pepramenos, ‘sold’ in Ro 7:14). From the very start his

autonomy was a utopian illusion, a path into
slavery, indeed very nearly a course leading to total
destruction’’ (Biblical Hermeneutics, pp. 278-279, ital-
ics in original).

We know that the wayward son went so low that he
ended up feeding and tending pigs (v. 15). This would
have been the vilest of all jobs. The prodigal son was
exposed to his own uncleanness. A Jew was forbidden by
God’s law to even touch a pig (Leviticus 11:7-8), much
less care for one.

The KJV translates the pig’s food in verse 16 as
‘‘husks.’’ It is the Greek word keration, meaning carob
pods. The rebellious son would have starved to death
had he not had carob pods to eat, but he could not bring
himself to that ultimate act of desperation. Carob pods
were used as fodder for cattle and swine and eaten only
by the poorest of the poor.

There is an old Jewish saying that when Israel is
reduced to the carob tree they become repentant. (See, for
instance, Herbert Lockyer, All the Parables of the Bible, pg.
287 and Alfred Edersheim, The Life and Times of Jesus the
Messiah, Vol. 2, pg. 261.) So, this is not a story of a son
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spinning a tale to con his oblivious father, but rather the
story of a young man who is beaten down by sin, totally
broken and repentant. He then vowed to confess to his
father that he had sinned against heaven (God) and his
dad. This can be nothing but true repentance. Nothing in
the text suggests that the son was lying, manipulating, or
playing games. We will see more of that true repentance
as we examine the subject in greater detail.

Biblical repentance (Greek: metanoia) is a change of
mind that leads to a change of direction and behavior. It
is the abandonment of sin and the old ways. True
repentance lasts. The prodigal son is an excellent
illustration of true repentance in many different ways.
‘‘Turning toward home’’ has been a metaphor for
repentance for years.

Verse 17 says ‘‘he came to himself’’ (ESV, KJV, NKJV).
Other translations say, ‘‘he came to his senses’’ (NASB,
NIV). The New Living Translation says, ‘‘he finally came
to his senses.’’ The phrase, came to his senses or came to
himself is a Jewish and Semitic way of expressing genuine
repentance. Sin is loss of all sense. It was a form of
insanity in the Jewish way of thinking. Linguist and
commentator Adam Clarke concurs: ‘‘A state of sin is
represented in the sacred writings as a course of folly
and madness, and repentance is represented as a
restoration to sound sense’’ (Adam Clarke’s Commentary on
the Bible, pg. 879). Too often we are trying to read an
oriental book through our western mind-set and we lose
the nuances of the Hebrew world in which it was
written.

And again: ‘‘He came back to himself’’ or ‘‘he came
into himself’’ are, in Hebrew and Aramaic, both an
expression of repentance (see Joachim Jeremias, The
Parables of Jesus, pg. 130).

Remember the story opens in Luke 15:10 by talking
about a sinner who repents. So it is not about an
oblivious father.

In verse 24 the father says that the son was dead but is
now alive. The father repeats it and adds ‘‘he was lost
and is found.’’ It is clear that there was genuine sorrow
and genuine repentance by the son and not a deceptive
ploy in the works. The lost is found and the spiritually
dead is now spiritually alive. The father has not been
misled. The father represents God. How can God, who
knows all things, be fooled?

Using God’s Word in a cavalier way is not a light
matter. When we read the Gospels we stand before Jesus.
It is a serious business to put words in Christ’s mouth.
To say what He did not say is also serious and to not say
what He did say is misrepresentation. It misrepresents
Him in a very serious way. Jesus had much to say about
hypocrites, but Luke 15 is not among any of His
warnings concerning hypocrisy.

Not all small-group leaders are equal. It really is the
job of church leadership to equip its small-group leaders

in hermeneutics and Bible training. Teaching is urgent
business with eternal significance as James reminds us:
‘‘My brethren, let not many of you become teachers,
knowing that we will receive a stricter judgment’’ (James
3:1).

—GRF

NEWS UPDATES
(continued from page 3)

contention against complementarians. Complementarians
teach that males and females are created for distinct and
complementary roles in the home and church. In her
challenge of that position, Moore says that women
should be permitted to preach during worship services to
the corporate church body. Owen Strachan, associate
professor of Christian theology at Midwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Kansas City, says that ‘‘Southern
Baptists have never embraced such a view.’’ It is the
position set forth in The Baptist Faith & Message, the
official statement of doctrinal beliefs held by Southern
Baptists. Moore identifies herself as Southern Baptist.

According to Charisma magazine, ‘‘The controversy
began when Moore admitted on Twitter that she was
preaching the Mother’s Day sermon at an unidentified
Southern Baptist Church. Several theologians issued
rebukes of any SBC church that would allow a woman to
preach to men.’’

Moore argues that those who hold to a complementar-
ian position are not doing so because of Scripture, but for
other reasons. In her Twitter post of May 11, she wrote:
‘‘I had the eye opening experience of my life in 2016. A
fog cleared for me that was the most disturbing,
terrifying thing I’d ever seen. All these years I’d given
the benefit of the doubt that these men were the way
they were because they were trying to be obedient to
Scripture ... Then I realized it was not over Scripture at
all. It was over sin. It was over power. It was over
misogyny. Sexism. It was about arrogance. About pro-
tecting systems. It involved covering abuses & misuses of
power. Shepherds guarding other shepherds instead of
guarding the sheep.’’

However, despite all her protests, according to a
Religion News Service article, ‘‘Moore has called herself
a ‘soft complementarian.’ She has pointed out that the
Baptist Faith & Message says ‘the office of pastor is
limited to men as qualified by Scripture,’ a view she said
she agrees with.’’

As she has done in the past, Moore claims divine
involvement in setting forth her views. ‘‘I am compelled
to my bones by the Holy Spirit — I don’t want to be but I
am — to draw attention to the sexism & misogyny that is
rampant in segments of the SBC, cloaked by piety &
bearing the stench of hypocrisy,’’ she also tweeted.
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The following month Moore received even more
criticism. In June, several prominent women Bible
teachers challenged Moore on her views on homosexual-
ity. ‘‘In an open letter ... the women ask Moore why she
has not spoken out on the issue of homosexuality,
despite being a loud voice against misogyny and
racism,’’ the online media outlet, Christian Headlines,
reported. The letter asked Moore a series of questions
regarding her position on homosexuality and why she
has been ‘‘so silent’’ on the subject.

The women writing the letter expressed concern that
Moore, regarding the matter of homosexuality, has been
tight-lipped. But in other issues she has been quick-
to-the-draw. For instance, last January, Moore was swift
to condemn the Covington Catholic School boys who
were falsely portrayed by the media as racists and bigots.
The open letter noted, ‘‘The actions of the Covington
kids, for example, you said ‘is so utterly antichrist it
reeks of the vomit of hell’ in a January 19, 2019 tweet; a
tweet you deleted, without apology to the kids, once the
full video was shown that portrayed a very different
reality than what initial reporting suggested. It is this
Johnny-on-the-spot readiness to engage issues related to
misogyny and racism that makes your virtual silence on
the issue of homosexuality so puzzling.’’

—MKG

Brad Knight, and his wife, Rachel, as the new senior
pastors of New Destiny Christian Center in Apopka, Fla.,
which she also renamed City of Destiny. White-Cain will
assume the role of ‘‘apostolic overseer’’ at the church.

White-Cain alleges this mother-to-son pastoral transi-
tion came by way of a ‘‘prophetic word’’ given to her in
2005 by the church’s then pastor Zachery Tims. However,
she claims that it ‘‘didn’t make sense until 2019.’’ In 2005,
White-Cain was co-pastoring with her second husband,
Randy White, the Without Walls International Church in
Tampa. Following her divorce from Randy in 2007, Paula
became senior pastor of the Tampa church, a role that
was later returned to Randy in 2011 and Paula’s
association with Without Walls International Church
came to an end. In April 2015, she married her third and
current husband, rock musician Jonathan Cain of Journey
fame.

White-Cain became the senior pastor for New Destiny
Christian Center on Jan. 1, 2012. She succeeded Tims who
was the church’s founder and senior pastor, and who
died in August 2011 from a cocaine-heroin mixture.

An online article on the HuffPost said that White-Cain’s
announcement comes with ‘‘big plans for the future.’’
The report also revealed that White-Cain ‘‘said the shift
will allow her to focus on her other goals — which
include starting 3,000 churches, acting as a mentor to
pastors, opening a university, and even creating a
performing arts center.’’

In 2016, White-Cain gained even more notability when
she was named as chairwoman of the Evangelical
Advisory Board to President Donald J. Trump.

—MKG

WHITE-CAIN INSTALLS
SON AS PASTOR

Pastor and prosperity gospel preacher Paula White-
Cain is on the move again. In May, she installed her son,
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VISITS TO HEAVEN AND
BACK — ARE THEY REAL?

by Mark Hitchcock
Tyndale House Publishers, 221 pages, $15.99

Mark Hitchcock wears several hats. He has a doctorate
from Dallas Theological Seminary, where he also is
associate professor of Bible exposition. He is pastor of
Faith Bible Church in Edmond, Okla., a Bible prophecy
expert, and author of more than two dozen books,
including several on eschatology.

Visits to Heaven and Back — Are They Real? is the second
of three books that Hitchcock has written on the afterlife.
His first was 55 Answers to Questions About Life After
Death. His newest book is Heavenly Rewards. Sandwiched
in between is Visits to Heaven and Back which deals with
those who claim to have gone to heaven and returned.
In the book’s 10 chapters, Hitchcock shows the discrep-
ancies and contradictions in the stories of several authors
who say they personally experienced heaven.

Hitchcock shows great familiarity with the literature
about near-death experiences (NDEs) and those who say
they had one. He writes, ‘‘I’ve read at least twenty of
these books, and scanned many, many more’’ (pg. 131).

Hitchcock covers the subject of ‘‘heavenly tourism’’ in
general in the first two chapters of the book. In chapters
3-6, he evaluates by Scripture eight experiences of those
who say they died (or nearly died), visited heaven, and
came back to tell about it. (Although at least one of those
— that of Mary K. Baxter — was not an NDE.)

Near the beginning of chapter 7, he states, ‘‘In my
estimation, five simple arguments against the heaven-
and-back books will suffice to show why they should be
avoided and even rejected by those who claim to be
followers of Christ’’ (pg. 117). He spends the rest of the
chapter elaborating on this statement.

In chapter 8, he evaluates from Scripture two books
about people who say they went to hell. In chapter 9, he
discusses what heaven will be like. And the final chapter
is an invitation to those who haven’t believed in Jesus, to
trust in the only Savior Who can take them to heaven.

Visits to Heaven and Back has three appendices: The first
deals with 10 common questions about life after death.
Nine of the 10 questions appeared almost verbatim in
Hitchcock’s first book on the afterlife, 55 Answers to
Questions About Life After Death — although the answers
may have some differences in this book. The second
appendix is a list of 13 recommended books on heaven
and the hereafter. The third consists of four Scripture
passages about heaven: Isaiah 6:1-8; Ezekiel 1; Revelation
4-5; and Revelation 21-22.

The only caution to issue about this book is that, while
many of the people Hitchcock cites are solid Christians,
at least two men whom he approvingly quotes from are
problematic. He cites one of them in ‘‘Appendix 2:
Recommended Books on Heaven and the Afterlife’’ (pg.
199).

One of these men is Peter Kreeft who converted from
Protestantism to Catholicism and who also reportedly
believes Christians and Muslims serve the same God.
And several times Hitchcock approvingly cites Douglas
Jacoby’s book, What’s the Truth About Heaven and Hell?,
which is the questionable volume he lists in Appendix 2.

The choice of these writers is baffling and warrants
regretful and strenuous disapproval. There are also
favorable citations from David Platt and John Piper —
which some readers might also consider problematic.
However, the individual citations themselves from these
men are not objectionable and do not detract from the
great value of this book. And lest one think the book is
overly littered with questionable sources, it’s not.
Hitchcock enlists the work of many fine theologians
including A.W. Tozer, Larry Dixon, Charles Swindoll,
Dwight Pentecost, Tim Challies, and J.C. Ryle.

In 1996, cult researcher and author William Alnor
wrote Heaven Can’t Wait. In it he surveyed many
twentieth-century claims of visits to heaven or hell and
back. This genre’s popularity increased in the new
millennium. Hitchcock helps bring the discerning Chris-
tian up to date with this latest wave of ‘‘heavenly
tourists’’ and their books.

Those who are interested in ‘‘heavenly tourism,’’
NDEs, purported visits to hell, the subject of heaven, and
answers to some common questions about heaven will
find this book of interest. Therefore, to the discerning
reader PFO can recommend this book.

—JGS
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